
Supplementary Briefing - Camberwell Fire 

What is the scope of the Police investigation and the Fire Investigation 
and how long will they take? 

The police investigation will focus on establishing whether a crime has been 
committed. They will carry this investigation out in close cooperation with the 
London Fire Brigade (LFEPA) and should conclude quickly - most likely within 
a few days - whether foul play was involved. (Please note that at the moment 
there is no indication of foul play emerging but investigations still have to be 
completed). 

If foul play was involved the case becomes sub-judicy until the criminal 
investigation is complete. This may delay LFEPA’s ability to continue with the 
fire investigation. Should the fire investigation be able to continue without 
delay (i.e. should the police investigation conclude that no foul play was 
involved or that there will be no harm done to the crime scene should the fire 
investigation continue) then the time taken to complete will depend on the 
complexity of the case, but it is not unusual for these investigations to take 
several months. The Fire investigation will be split into two parts, first an 
investigation into how the fire started, and then how it spread. 

Separately LFEPA will carry out an operational assessment in relation to their 
handling of the fire. This is now standard practice in relation to every fire 
which occurs. 

What is the scope of the Coroner’s Inquest and will it cover all the 
issues that have been raised by this fire? 

The scope of the Coroner’s inquest will depend to a large extent on the 
Coroner. Although the purpose of the inquest is to establish the facts 
surrounding the deaths that occurred they also have the power to investigate 
"any acts or omissions which directly led to the cause of death". Given the 
public interest in this fire it is likely that this Inquest would be wide ranging and 
would cover all of the issues relating to how these 6 people died and what led 
to those deaths. It is also likely that the Coroner may decide that this Inquest 
should involve a jury, which is often done where there are issues that involve 
the health and safety of the general public or where the occurance that 
caused the death may need to be reported to a Government Department. 

An inquest is usually opened initially to record that a death has occurred, to 
identify the dead person and to issue the documents required for the burial or 
cremation. It will then be adjourned until any police enquiries and coroner’s 
investigations are completed, after which the full inquest can then be 
resumed. The resumption of the inquest often follows the trial of the accused, 
if there is one, since otherwise it might prejudice the criminal case. 

Coroner’s recommendations emerging from an Inquest can be directed to any 
responsible person and are known as Rule 43 letters. Should the Inquest 
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identify any actions for the Department, you will receive a Rule 43 letter to 
which the Chief Fire and rescue Adviser would normally respond. 

How should we respond to calls for a public enquiry in relation to the 
fire? 

While the Secretary of State has the power to direct a public inquiry (drawn 
from the Inquiries Act 2005), you would not be in a position to determine 
whether one was necessary for some time. Lines to take on this are included 
elsewhere which focus on saying that you have full confidence in the 
Coroner’s systems and in the ability of the Coroner and the jury to inquire fully 
into the fire. In any event, you would not consider an inquiry until after the 
coroner’s inquest had been held, and after any criminal proceedings had been 
concluded. 

What advice should be given to members of the public who may be 
living in building of the same or similar construction? 

You need to be very careful about giving any advice to members of the public 
under the current circumstances. Legal advice is that this could be seen as 
accepting a duty of care which could result in the Department assuming a 
legal liability in respect of future fires and possibly even in respect of this one. 
It is important that you stick to the line that, until we know the cause it would 
be inappropriate to speculate. 

If you are asked what advice you would give you should stick to standard 
accepted fire safety advice - remind people about installing smoke alarms, 
checking that existing alarms are working and encouraging them to contact 
their local FRA for further advice and guidance 

You could also direct people to http://firekills.direct.gov.uk/index.html which 
contains a wide range of excellent fire safety advice. 
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