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16 t h July 2009 

Dear John, 

Call for a Public Enquiry into the Fire at Lakanai House 

Minister 

Subject 

Official 

I am writing to ask you to establish a public enquiry into the tragic fire in Lakanal House on 3 July 
which resulted in six people losing their lives. As I said when I first spoke to you on Saturday 4 t l> 

July 2009 about the fire I think that it is essential that we have a public enquiry. Important questions 
have been raised and need answers: 

• Why did the fire spread? 
• Why were some people not rescued? 
• What needs to be done to make similar blocks safe? 

Answers are important not just for the families of the people who died, but for the people who live in 
identical or similar blocks. 

Southwark Council owns a number of other blocks of identical or similar design to Lakanal House. I 
attended a meeting on Monday 6 l h July 2009 with residents from Marie Curie House, the 
neighboring identical block, who are now deeply concerned about their own safety in the event of a 
fire. 

As you are aware I insisted upon an emergency inspection of Marie Curie House wliich has now 
been completed by the Fire Service in conjunction with Southwark Council. Emergency measures 
such as smoke alarms, improvements to fire doors and fire wardens are now being taken forward by 
Southwark Council. I am deeply concerned that such fire precautions were not already in place and 
this might well be the case for other blocks around the UK. 

We must learn the lessons from Lakanal House, in particular those which could improve the safety 
of residents in similar blocks, in Southwark and throughout the UK. 

My call for a public enquiry is backed by Southwark Council Labour Group, Southwark Council, 
local councillors Cllr Ian Wingfield, Cllr Al i McGovern, Cllr Sandra Rhule, Camberwell 
Community Council, The (national) Fire Brigades Union, and the Sceaux Garden's Tenants and 
Residents Association. 
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