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COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Building Regulations 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government (Angela E. Smith): Today I have laid a statutory instrument, "The 
Building and Approved Inspectors (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations 2006 (SI 
2006/3318)", which amends part B (fire safety) ofthe building regulations. 

The building regulations set design standards for new and altered buildings. These 
changes will affect future building work in England and Wales, (typically the 
erection, extension or material alteration of a building) and how fire safety is designed 
into a building. Separate legislation applies in Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

The main legislative changes are the introduction of a new regulation 16B to require 
the provision of fire safety information to the "responsible person" in respect of those 
buildings covered by the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 and a revised 
B3 (3) (internal fire spread (structure)) which gives explicit recognition to the use of 
automatic fire suppression systems, such as sprinklers. 

Guidance on how the functional requirements of the part B may be met in practice is 
given in approved document B. In support of the new legislation, I arranged for the 
publication of a new version of the guidance in approved document B which, as 
requested by stakeholders, particularly small businesses, has been split into "Volume 
1: Dwellinghouses and Volume 2: Buildings other than Dwellinghouses". 

The changes to the guidance address a wide range of issues, including the use of 
sprinklers and door-closing devices, changes to the guidance on domestic loft 
conversions, introduction of a maximum unsprinklered compartment size for single 
storey warehouses, new guidance on residential care homes and increased measures to 
assist firefighters dealing with fires in tall buildings. 
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Protecting people from fire in their homes and workplaces remains a key element of 
Government policy on fire safety. The review looked at fire safety in all types of 
premises including dwellings, residential care homes, public buildings and 
warehouses. It also considered the important role sprinklers and other types of fire 
protection measures may have, particularly in buildings where the occupants are most 
at risk. 

New provisions must be evidence-based and fully justified and taken forward in a 
robust and efficient manner. The review that led to these changes drew upon recent 
experience of actual fires. It took account of the findings of relevant research and the 
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results of discussions with industry and other interested parties over several years, 
culminating in a full public consultation. 

This package represents better defined and more efficient regulation that will deliver 
real benefits for both occupants and firefighters alike. A final regulatory impact 
assessment detailing the impacts of the fire safety aspects of the package has been 
published alongside the statutory instrument and approved documents, as have a 
number of relevant research reports. 

My officials will be participating in a number of events, conferences, seminars and 
workshops in the new year to inform people of the changes prior to their coming into 
force on 6 April 2007. 

The changes to the building regulations also include the authorisation of several new 
competent persons self-certification schemes that will enhance compliance, 
particularly in respect of the energy efficiency requirements of the regulations, and a 
number of other minor amendments, which will come into force on 15 January. 

Copies of the approved documents will be placed in the Library of the House; and the 
final regulatory impact assessment on the fire safety changes will be placed in the 
House of Commons Vote Office and the House ofLords Print and Paper Office. They 
can also be accessed via the Communities and Local Government website at: 
www.communities.gov.uk/buildingregs. The supporting research reports can be 
accessed via: www.bre.co.uk/adb. Printed copies ofthe approved documents can be 
purchased from RIBA bookshops. 
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