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I do not appear to have received a response to either of my letters of the 7% and 22"
November 2016 respectively, and T would very much wish to avoid having to seek
answers through a Parliamentary Question to the Secretary of State.

‘The two issues which remain of great concern to the Group are as follows:

1. There is clear inconsistency in the reply which you gave to mysell in your
letter of the 14 November 2016, relating to the fire safety aspects of building
regulations, when you said that you would be making a statement in duc
course; and that il would be better and more constructive to wait unlil aftcr this
staiement had been made before convening a meeting with you. Whereas the
answer contained in your rcsponse to a Parliamentary question from Steve
McCabe MP on the Review of Building Regulations (Fire Salety) Approved
Document B — Hansard 24" October 2016 Volume 616: “When does he plan
to make an announccment on his Department's review of building
regulations™? [9006738]
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Answer from: The Minister for Housing and Planning {Gavin Barwell)

“We have not set out any formal plans to review the building regulations as a

whole,
but we have publicly committed ourselves to reviewing part B following

the
Lakunal House fire. During the passage of the Bill that became the Housing

and
Planning Act 2016, we made a commitment to roview the energy- efficiency
standards for buildings in part L.”
I brought this inconsistency to your attention in my letter of the 2
November
2016, and have still not had a rcsponse some three months later!

2. In relation to my letters of the 20" Junc 2016, and 12" September 2016, which
appear to have been misplaced in the Department, we have still not received a
responsc reparding the Tower Block [irc in Westcliffe-on-Sea as outlined in
my letter to your predceessor of 20th June 2016; and prosumably neither has
the Sceretary of the Balmoral Residents Association, whose email was also
attached, together with an extract from the Group’s mecting on the 24th May
last. (1 forwarded a further copy of this lcttcr with my letter to yourself of the
22" November 2016).

The Group is extremely concerned to learn that the secretary of the Residents’
Assaciation for a block of (lats in which a pregnant woman died in a fire, has
still not received a response from the Department responsible for these |

matters.

Lastly can [ draw your attention o an exchange of correspondence between myself,
on hehaif of the Group, and the Rt. Hon, Philip [lammond MP, Chancellor of the
Exchequer, in relation to the social, environmental and economic impacts of fire
damage, in which the Chanccllor encourages the Group lo continue engaging with
lead depariments to ensure the views of the APPG are represented. (vopics enclosed

with this letter)
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In view of the issues raised above, 1 trust that you will agree Lo a mecting with the

All-Party Group as a matter of urgeney.

With all good wishes, 2

(B

Sir David Amess MP
Chairman

Enclosed: Bxchanges of correspondence with Chancellor ol the Exchequer

Copies: Chris Davies MP
Mary Glindon MI?
Peter Aldous MP
Jim Titzpatrick MP
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