
Message 

To: 

Subject: 

Sent: 

From: Anthony Burd [/0=LINK/OU=FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ABURD] 

22/11/2007 12:19:41 

Thompson, Jeff [Jeff.Thompson@Milton-Keynes.gov.uk] 

RE: FD20 Fire Doors 

Jeff, 

Further to my earlier email, I can confirm that the informal advice that my colleague, Brian Martin, gave to John Bennet is 
entirely in line with my own views. I do appreciate that this can, on the face of it, appearto be contradictory and I hope 
that I can clear up any confusion. 

A product manufacturer can only claim to achieve a particular classification where it can be substantiated by evidence, 
such as a test report. As such, if you ask manufacturers if their products will meet a classification for which they have no 
evidence, then they will be duty bound to say no. 

However, as you are more than aware. Building Control Bodies have the discretion to accept the use of products that do 
not necessarily meet a particular specification if they are satisfied thatthe requirements ofthe Regulations have been 
met. 

We are aware that many Building Control Bodies do accept the use of FD30 fire doors without intumescent strips as being 
suitable for use where the Approved Document specifies FD20 doors, and we have no reason to object to this approach. 

As always, interpretation ofthe Building Regulations is a matter for the relevant Building Control Body. 

I hope this clears up any confusion and please say 'hello' to Steve for me. 

Best Regards. 

Anthony 

Anthony Burd 
Head of Technical Policy 
Communities and Local Government 
Sustainable Buildings Division 
2/J6 
Eland House 
Bressenden Place 
London 
SW1E5DU 
Tel: I 

From: Anthony Burd 
Sent: Thursday, November 22, 2007 9:46 AM 
To: 'Thompson, Jeff 
Subject: RE: FD20 Fire Doors 
Jeff, 

CLG00001641 0001 

CLG00001641/1



Many apologies for the considerable delay in replying but having trawled through my account I don't seem to have 
received the original email from Steven, dated 2 November...We have recently been 'upgraded' to Outlook and so I fear a 
number of emails maybe bouncing around the electronic highway...Not to worry, I will consider and get back to you a little 
later today when I am back in the office. 

Kind regards. 

Anthony 

Anthony Burd 
Head of Technical Policy 
Communities and Local Government 
Sustainable Buildings Division 
2/J6 
Eland House 
Bressenden Place 
London 
SW1E5DU 
Tel:| 

From: Thompson, Jeff [mailto:Jeff.Thompson@Milton-Keynes.gov.uk] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 21 , 2007 11:04 AM 
To: Anthony Burd 
Cc: Evans, Steve; Barry Turner 
Subject: FW: FD20 Fire Doors 

Dear Anthony Burd, 

With reference to the e-mail sent to you by Steve Evans, in his absence I was wondering whether you have been able to 
look into the matter as the conflict in information is causing some concern and confusion. 

Regards 

J. S. Thompson 

Principal Building Control Surveyor 

Milton Keynes Council 
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e: jeff.thompson@milton-keynes.gov.uk 

web: www.buildingcontrolmk.com 

From: Evans, Steve 
Sent: 02 November 2007 12:23 
To: Anthony.Burd@communities.gsi.gov.uk 
Cc: Thompson, Jeff; Cobbold, David; Barry Turner 
Subject: FD20 Fire Doors 

Anthony 

Good to see you again yesterday. 

I know that this is no longer your area following your promotion, but I would value your opinion as one of your colleagues 
has rather placed us in a difficult situation. 

We are in "discussions" with one of our developers in respect of fire doors and specifically FD20's in domestic properties. 
As you are aware manufacturers do not make FD20 doors and so the minimum you can buy is an FD30 which in order to 
achieve its rating has to have an intumescent strip. Our developer, we are told from experiences on other jobs in other 
areas, insists that an FD30 door without the intumescent strip achieves an FD20 standard and to this end he seems to 
have got the approval of your colleague John Bennet (see attached email). 

However this has never been the case in MK and we have been to two prominent manufacturers of fire doors to clarify 
with them if this is true and their responses are also attached. 

Could you clarify the departments position on this as John Bonnets email seems to contradict itself. I must say that I am 
also surprised that John would commit his answer to writing as this never seems to be the case when a BCB makes an 
approach. 

Cheers 
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Steve Evans 

Chief Building Control Surveyor 

building control M K 

] : steve.evans@milton-kevnes.qov.uk 

www.buildinqcontrolmk.com 

Award winning building control from Milton Keynes Council, see here for more information 

Free technical advice is available from the Building Control MK Advice Line on| 

For more information on the value added services available from Local Authority Building Control go to www.labc.uk.com 

Please consider the Environment before you print this e-mail. 

This email was received from the INTERNET and scanned by the Government Secure Intranet Anti-Virus service supplied 

by Cable&Wireless in partnership with MessageLabs. (CCTM Certificate Number 2006/04/0007.) In case of problems, 

please call your organisation-^s IT Helpdesk. 

Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes. 

Correspondents should note that all communications to Department for Communities and Local Govemment may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded 
for lawful purposes. 
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visit the Milton Keynes Council web site at http://www.milton-keynes.qov.uk 

Please consider the environment and don't print this e-mail unless you really need to 

* * * * This e-mail and any attachments hereto are strictly confidential and intended solely for the addressee. It may 
contain information which is privileged. I f you are not the intended addressee, you must not disclose, forward, copy or 
take any action in reliance of this e-mail or attachments. If you have received this e-mail in error, please delete it and 

notify us as soon as possible. 

The anti-virus software used by Milton Keynes Council is updated regularly in an effort to minimise the possibility of 
viruses infecting our systems. However, you should be aware that there is no absolute guarantee that any files attached 

to this e-mail are virus f ree . * * * * 
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