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REPORT OF THE CHIEF FIRE AND R E C S U E ADVISER ON THE FIRE AT 
LAKANAL HOUSE, CAMBERWELL 

1. In the aftermath of the fatal fire at Lakanal House, Camberwell on 3 July, you asked 
me to undertake an independent review of the investigations into the fire, and to report 
back on progress and emerging issues as a matter of urgency. 

2. In particular, you asked me to consider: 

• the application of the building regulations 
• the maintenance of the building including any upgrades and changes 
• the maintenance of the fire safety arrangements in the buildings 
• the advice given to the residents 
• the application of the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 

• the effect of the above on firefighting operations. 

Timing 

3. Urgent. 

Recommendation 

4. Note that the report: 

• updates you on the progress of the various inquiries; and 
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PROTECT 
provides initia! advice and findings so far. 

But also note that: 

• due to time constraints this report has not yet been reviewed by policy 
colleagues, and they will wish to consider its implications, and make comment; 

• Legal colleagues will also need to clear this report internally; and 

• the report itself will need to be reviewed by the Metropolitan Police to ensure 
that it does not prejudice any of their investigations. 

Conclusion 

5. I will go through the key elements of the report with you tomorrow morning. In the 
meantime I stand read to answer any immediate questions you might have. However, 
until we have been through the various stages above, we will not be able to release 
any findings to a wider audience. 

SIR KEN KNIGHT 
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