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Fatal Fire at Camberwell 

Issue 

1. The release of the summary of Sir Ken's report into the Camberwell fire, with 
accompanying press statement from John Denham. Once these are in the public 
domain the Coroner will immediately request that the Lord Chancellor nominate a 
judicial figure for appointment as assistant deputy coroner for the inquest. John 
Denham will then be in a position to write to Harriet Harman and Matt Wrack in 
response to their letters of last month. 

2. Urgent - all parties are geared up to set the process of seeking judicial assistance 
for the Coroner's Inquest in train tomorrow. 

Recommendation 

3. That you agree the full communications package which includes: 

• The release of Sir Ken's summary report (Annex A) and the associated press 
statement (Annex B); 

• A letter to Harriet Harman (Annex C) responding to her letter to you of 22 July 
and copied to Cllr Peter John (Leader, Southwark Labour Group) and Cllr Ian 
Wingfield (Shadow Executive Member for Housing) and Vai Shawcross 
(London Assembly Member for Lambeth and Southwark); 

• A letter to Matt Wrack following his letter to Shahid Malik of 6 July (Annex D); 
and 

Timing 
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• For information, a draft letter Terrie Allafat intends to send to LA Chief 

Executives and heads of housing, regarding emerging fire safety issues as 
agreed at the meeting held with John Denham and officials last week (Annex 
E). 

Background 

4. Further to John Denham's meeting with Sir Ken Knight and other officials last 
week, it was agreed that we would publish Sir Ken's report and pursue the route of 
seeking a judicial figure to be nominated for appointment as assistant deputy 
coroner for the inquests. The Deputy Coroner, Dr Adela Williams has now 
indicated that she is content to ask for such assistance by writing to the Lord 
Chancellor, once Sir Ken's report has been released along with the press 
statement. It is planned that the Ministry of Justice will then issue a statement 
stating that they are in urgent consultation with the Lord Chancellor to identify a 
suitable judge. The Ministry of Justice consider that it will take a little while to find 
an appropriate judge, so they will not be able to announce who it is immediately. 
Once the Judicial Coroner is appointed you will wish to write setting out our 
interest. 

5. In relation to Sir Ken's report, the Metropolitan Police have a number of concerns 
that significant elements of the report might prejudice their inquiries. As a 
consequence it is now proposed that a summary of this report (which is attached) 
at this stage is published, and without any elements that would cause concern. 
This version is with the Police for urgent clearance - which has been promised 
for tomorrow morning. The full version of the report will be a matter of public 
record once the Police have completed their investigations. 

6. In addition, and as agreed, Terrie Allafat will be writing out to all local authorities, 
reiterating the messages about their statutory obligations but this time with a 
stronger focus on risk assessment, particularly in high risk buildings. In terms of 
their inquiries regarding the number of scissor blocks in England, responses have 
been received from around 100 of the 184 stock owning local authorities. So far 
scissor blocks have been confirmed in only four (excluding Southwark) -
Greenwich (nine), Haringey (ten) and Reading (five) and Winchester (four). 

7. In terms of advice now being given to residents of Marie Curie House, which is 
the same design as Lakanal House, London Fire Brigade are now advising that 
residents should leave the building if there is a fire - as opposed to the previous 
advice, which was to stay where they were (Annex F). 

Communications and Stakeholder engagement 

8. As discussed above a fuii communications pack is attached to this submission. 
This includes: 

• a draft Statement; 
• a letter for John Denham to send to Harriet Harman following her letter to you 

of 22 July and copied to Cllr Peter John (Leader, Southwark Labour Group) 
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and Cllr Ian Wingfield (Shadow Executive Member for Housing) and Val 
Shawcross (London Assembly Member for Lambeth and Southwark), and; 

• a letter for John Denham to send to Matt Wrack following his letter to Shahid 
Malik of 6 July, which was copied to you 

• for information - a copy of the further letter from Terrie Alafat to all LA 
Housing Departments which John Denham requested at our meeting last 
week; and 

• topical question and answer material to respond to enquiries from the media 
and others following the release of Sir Ken's consideration of issues emerging 
from the incident (Annex G). 

9. The draft statement welcomes the publication of Sir Ken Knight's emerging 
considerations and announces that the Government is keen for there to be as full 
an inquest as possible. 

10. The letter to Harriet Harman follows up the points she has raised with you in 
writing and during your meeting and sets out the current position in relation to the 
Coroner's Inquest. This letter is copied to other members of the delegation you 
met with last week. The letter to Matt Wrack similarly follows up his letter, and 
also sets out the current position. 

11 .The letter from Terrie Alafat will be sent at the same time as the statement is 
published and will reiterate to all LA Housing Departments the messages about 
their statutory obligations but this time with a stronger focus on risk assessment, 
particularly in high risk buildings. I will circulate a copy of John Denham's 
statement and Terrie's letter to Chief Fire Officers and other key stakeholders. 

12. The Statement, and publication of Sir Ken's emerging considerations will be the 
trigger for the next steps to secure a judge for the inquest. Once your statement 
is issued the Deputy Coroner will write to the Lord Chancellor requesting judicial 
assistance. 

13. Following this the Ministry of Justice will respond with a short statement or Press 
Line announcing that the Lord Chancellor is in urgent consultation with the Lord 
Chief Justice to identify a suitable judge at the request of the Deputy Coroner. 

Consideration 

14. The release of Sir Ken's report, and the associated press statement will not only 
show that we have acted as quickly as possible in addressing the immediate 
issues surrounding the Camberwell fire, but will also pave the way for the Coroner 
to seek judicial assistance in this area. There will, of course, be further interest 
once the report is released and the Ministry of Justice issue their statement and we 
are preparing lines to take to deal with these. 

Shona Dunn 
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