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APPROVED DOCUMENT B& ODPM’S BROADERSTRATEGY: 

Suggested message : 

Building Regulations have a key role to play in designing out risk as they set 
(in Approved Document B) minimum standards for, and provide authoritative 
guidance on, means of warning and escape, internal and external fire spread, 
and access and facilities for the fire service. Their essentially technical 
requirements impact when new buildings are constructed or existing buildings 
are materially altered or change in use - so form part of a broader ODPM 
programme designed to minimise the risks from fire. 

ODPM has a new PSA target to reduce the number of accidental fire related 
deaths in the home by 20%, and to achieve a 10% reduction in deliberate 
fires, by March 2010. The other key elements of the draft plan to deliver 
the target on deaths in the home are: 

¯ A £25m home fire risk check initiative to provide free 10-year smoke 
alarms and fire safety advice for 1.25m high risk households. 

Increased emphasis on prevention through local safety initiatives - part 
of a wider move to local risk management planning - and national fire 
safety programmes. As a result of the Fire Service Act 2004 Fire and 
Rescue Authorities now have a duty to carry out prevention work. 

¯ Identifying and sharing good practice, particularly on prevention work, 
and driving improved performance following Fire CPA. 

The draft plan, which builds on the Fire and Rescue National Framework, has 
been widely discussed with stakeholders 

In addition, the Housing Act 2004 will replace the current housing fitness 
standard and the separate HMO provisions relating to fitness for the number 
of occupants by a new risk assessment procedure (the Housing Health and 
Safety Rating System - HHSRS) and a new statutory enforcement 
framework. HHSRS will be the primary means of assessing and tackling 
health and safety hazards, including fire hazards, in all residential premises, 
including HMOs and buildings containing flats. HMO licensing will help 
identify and prioritise high risk properties for action to improve fire safety. 

In relation to commercial premises, the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) 
Order will require the person responsible for premises to assess the fire risk 
and implement general fire safety measures that are reasonable and 
necessary to reduce the risks identified They also have a duty to protect 
people from the risks that remain. We believe this will increase fire safety and 
fire safety awareness and should therefore contribute to reducing the number 
of fire deaths. The RRO will also regulate common areas of blocks of flats etc 
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