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DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

BUILDING REGULATIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES OF THE PART B WORKING PARTY MEETING 
(16 MAY 2006 AT 10.30 AT DCLG ELAND HOUSE) 

Those present: 
David Gibson (Chairman) BRAC 
Thiru Moolan BRAC 
Frank Sheehan BRAC 
David Smith BRAC 
Alistair Soane BRAC 
Bery~ Menzies Seconded expert 
Anthony Ferguson Seconded expert 
Glyn Evans PF 
Dave Sibert* BCSF 
Allan Bond Observer 

*Dave Sibert attended in place of J O’NeiL 

lain McAlister Observer 
Jim McGonigal Observer 
Tony Lord DCLG 
Anthony Burd DCLG 
Brian Martin BRE 
Richard Hartless BRE 
Peter Field BRE 
Sam Greenwood BRE 

Item 1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

1. Apologies were received from Kelvin Williams, Mostyn Butlock, Nell Cooper, 
Chris Mills, Michael Finn, Su Peace, Bob Cooper, Jon O’Neil, Tracey Cull, 
Anne Hemming and Sean Walsh. 

Item 2 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING PTBWP(06)M4 

2. The minutes were agreed subject to 

Paragraph 13 to be amended to "Members did not support the proposed 
two level option. Membem were unable to achieve a consensus on 

whether to retain the 2000m2 limit or revise it to 4000m2, The Chairman 
asked for a show of hands and the count was 6 votes for the proposal to 
raise the limit to 4,000 m2 and 7 votes to keep the existing limit." 

4. Paragraph 30 to be amended to "The Members supported this proposal 
providing a minimum of two firefighting shafts were retained in 
buildings exceeding 900mZ." 
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The Chairman wished to convey to the Members that attendance at the final 
meetings was very important. He was disappointed, in the light of the 
important changes that are proposed for inclusive design, that some of the 
members of the group with specialist expertise in this particular field were not 
present. 

Item 3 DRAFT APPROVED DOCUMENTS VOL 1 PTBWP(06)P18 

6. Members’ views were sought on the draft Volume 1 document 
(Dwellinghouses). Key areas for the Members to review Brian Martin 
highlighted. 

7. Some Members felt that there should be a clear definition of dwellinghouses 
in the Approved Document and a clear statement of the scope of each 
volume. 

8. Members were keen to replace text with diagrams wherever possible to try 
and aid the reader, although it was accepted that this is often difficult to 
achieve, 

9. A Member suggested that the text in paragraph 0.21 shoutd be changed from 
"it is normal practice" to "where it is intended to provide sprinklers in a 
dwellinghouse it is normal practice...". 

10.A Member suggested that the text in paragraph 0.26 should suggest to the 
designer that the occupier should be informed of the risks associated with the 
building. 

11. Members were asked if the text in paragraph 0.12 would be better moved to 
Appendix C. The Members agreed with this suggestion. 

12.A Member suggested that paragraph Bl.xv should refer to "common area" 
not "lounge". It was also suggested that individual dwellinghouses could be 
covered in this volume but that common areas should be covered in volume 
2. 

13.A Member suggested that sheltered accommodation should be defined in 
paragraph 0.7. 

14.A Member suggested that in paragraph 1.2 the word "most" should be 
removed as this guidance is applicable to all dwetlinghouses. 

15.A Member suggested that in paragraph 1.6 the text should be changed to "2 
storey" 

Page 2 

CLG00007574_0002 
CLG00007574/2



IN CONFIDENCE 
Members Only 

PTBWP(06)M5 

16.A Member suggested that in paragraph 1.8 the guidance should clarify where 
detectors should be mounted. 

17.A Member pointed out that paragraph Bl.vi should say that furnishings are 
not controlled by the Building Regulations. 

Section 2 

18.A Member suggested that in paragraph 2.6 the word "adequately" be 
replaced with more definitive text. 

19.A Member suggested that in paragraph 2.7 stairwells should be protected 
"throughout" or on all floors. 

20. Members asked if the text in paragraph 2.13a could be changed for clarity or 
if a diagram could be used. Officials agreed to review. 

21. Members suggested that the text in paragraph 2.20a could be strengthened 
to say that loft conversions would in most cases result in the need to protect a 
stairway. 

22. Members suggested that the text in paragraph 2.17b could be more specific 
regarding the installation of dampers in ductwork for protected stairwells. 

23.Members suggested that the text in paragraph B2.iv could be rationalised 
with the removal of the final sentence. 

Section 5 

24. Members asked for the text in paragraph 5.14 to make it clear that the 
100ram up-stand can still be utilised instead of the sloping of the floor as 
described if preferred by the designer. 

25. Members suggested that for the dwetlinghouses document, all reference to 
compartment floors could be removed. Designers would then be directed 
Volume 2 if comparlment floors are provided. 

26. Members felt that the "Provision of Compartmentation" title should be 
changed include "separation" and the guidance should explain why full 
compartmentation levels are not always required. 

27. Members suggested that the text in paragraph 5.27 be changed to read "In 
dwe[linghouses not more than 18m high". 

28.Members suggested that the text in paragraph 5.29 should be amended to 
remove "or between different occupancies in the same building". 
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29.A Member suggested that the reference on paragraph 9.17 to buildings with 
atria would not be needed. 

30.A Member suggested that the tables on page 52 needed to be reviewed. 

31.A Member suggested that in Table A1 Compartment floors and protected 
shafts may now, not be needed. 

32.A Member suggested that in Appendix B, items 8 and 9, no longer apply. 

33.A Member suggested that in Table B1 the door to a garage should be smoke 
rated. 

34.A Member suggested that the text on page 79 for European technical 
approvals requires updating. 

35.A Member suggested that "walk in wardrobes" could be addressed on page 
81. 

Item 3 DRAFT APPROVED DOCUMENTS VOL 2 PTBWP(O6)P18 

36.Members were updated the on the progress of revising volume 2 of the 
document (buildings other than dwellinghouses). A detailed review of this 
volume will be the subject of the next working party meeting. Members were 
asked to forward suggestions on both volumes to Brian Martin by the 22 May 
2006. 

37.Members were specifically asked, ahead of the next meeting, to come 
forward with any comments/assistance for the text on care homes, 

38.A Member suggested that the reference to hospitals on page 47 be removed. 

39.The Members agreed that the name "residential care homes" should be used 
for consistency. 

40. The Members were asked if guidance on floor deflection could be expanded. 
Members felt that this was too complicated to deal with as generic guidance 
but that the issue must be flagged to the reader. 

41.Members were asked if they supported the changes to the guidance for car 
parks. The Members supported the revisions. 

42. Members were asked if they supported the proposal to remove the text "not 
high fire load" from the car parks text. Members were in support. 
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43. Members were advised the that the DD9999 will not be turned into a full 
British Standard at this time and therefore text will needed to be added to the 
guidance to cover this. 

Item 4 DATES OF FORTHCOMING PART B WORKING PARTY MEETINGS 

44,The next meeting will be 6 June at 10:30. 

Item 5 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

45,Members were updated on the RIA and what will be covered within it. It is 
hoped that the first draft will be available for Members to review at the next 
meeting. 

46.Members were informed that a summary of responses to the Part 
consultation was due to be published very soon and Members will be sent the 
web link as soon as it is available. 

Item 6 CLOSE OF MEETING 

47. The meeting closed at 14:00. 

BRAC Part B Working Party Secretariat 
31 May 2006 
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