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Dear Chief Executive 

FIRE SAFETY IN HIGH RISE SOCIAL RENTED HOUSING BLOCKS 

As you will appreciate, following the Lakanal House fire in Camberwell, there 
remains a high level of public interest wffh regards to fire safety in high rise 
residential blocks. You will recall that I wrete to all local autherities on the 10th July 
asking how many of these types of scissor blocks you have in your ownership. I do 
not appear to have received a response from your authority. My purpose in writing 
now is to remind you of the importance of ensuring compliance with building 
regulations and building control procedures, and to request some further information. 
I would be grateful if you could give this further request your attention so that we can 
pull together a comprehensive picture across the country 

B~ifding Requfaticns and Buildinq Control 

One point of interest coming to our attention has been concerns raised regarding the 
specification of window and cladding systems used on high rise blocks. Guidance 
on the appropriate specification of external walls and cladding systems, to satisfy the 
fire safety aspects of building regulations, is given in Approved Document B (Fire 
Safety), section 12 1. Whilst the specification of window frames would not normally 
be affected by this guidance, in-fills, spandrels and overcladding could be. 

Where any work which is subject to the building regulations is carried out then this 
should be checked by a Building Control Body (BCB) in accordance with those 
regulations. If there is any doubt over the application of, or compliance with, these 
regulations then advice should be sought from the relevant BCB. 

Fire risk assessment irt hiqlr rise housin,q blocks 

We have been in discussion with the LG,~ and LACORS about further guidance to 
help housing authorities carry out their fire safety responsibilities. In order to inform 
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this work we would like to gain a better understanding of how the Regulatory Reform 
(Fire Safety) Order 2005 is operating in practice. The information provided in 
response to my earlier letter suggests that authorities are taking a variety of 
approaches towards their responsibilities. For example, in cases where 
improvements in stock had been carried out (e.g. under the Decent Homes 
programme), it waa not always evident whether authoritiea had considered the need 
for a reassessment of fire riaks. With your kind cooperation, we would therefore like 
to have some more systematic information and to broaden our request to cover all 
high rise blocks (six storeys or more), and not solely scissor blocks. 

We are working closely with the Tenant Services Authority (TSA) so as ultimately to 
have a consistent picture of these issues across the social housing sector. The TSA 
have indicated that they intend to develop a comprehensive register of high-rise 
blocks to support their regulatory functions. In the first instance this would cover 
blocks owned by Registered Social Landlords, but the TSA are considering 
extending this to include local authorities after 1= April 2010 (when, subject to 
Parliamentary approval, regulation of local authority housing comes under the TSA). 
Development work on the proposed register is underway, and TSA intend to start 
requesting information from RSLs early in the New Year. 

More immediately, I would be grateful if you could please provide the information 
requested in the attached spreadsheet and send responses, including nil returns, to 
allan.ross~=communities..qsi.gov.uk by 22~d January 2010. 

I apolQgise for the tight timescale, bearing in mind the holiday season, but we are 
keen to gather this information both to help the Department understand the picture 
across the country and to help shape our ongoing discussions with the LGA and 
LACORS. The information, which we would also propose to share with TSA, would 
also enable them to take a targeted approach as and when they extend their reg’~ter 
of high rise blocks to include local authorities. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Yours faithfully 

Terrle Alafat 
Director, Housing Delivery & Homelessness 

Attachments 

Annex 1 : Spreadsheet for completion by local authorities 
Annex 2: Illustration of completed spreadsheet to indicate type of information 
required. 
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