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COMPETENT PERSON SCHEMES: DECISION ON APPLICATIONS FOR NEW 
AND EXTENDED SCHEMES 

Summary 

1.    In response to an invitation issued in June, we received 13 applications for new 
and extended competent person self-certification schemes covering a wide range of 
types of work. We have now concluded our assessment and this submission seeks 
your agreement to our recommendations. 

Timing 

2.    Urgent- by 7 November please. The next step is to complete the validation 
impact assessment taking into account the detailed costs and benefits associated with 
each application. This needs to be done by 9 November if it is to accompany the 
write-round letter on the package of proposed changes to the Building Regulations 
following the 2012 consultation which ended on 27 April. (Shayne Coulson will be 
putting a submission to you on the write-round letter very shortly.) 

Recommendation 

3. That you 

¯ note the background and process we have gone through to assess the 
applications (paras 4 - 8 and Annexes A - C); 

¯ agree our recommendations on the applications to be accepted and rejected 
(para 9 and Annexes D - E); and 

¯ note legal considerations and next steps (para 10 - 11 and Annex F). 

Background 

4.    The background to competent person self-certification schemes was set out in 
Bob Ledsome’s submission to you dated 13 September 2012 (Annex A). 

5.    In June 2012 we invited applications to operate new competent person 
schemes or to extend an existing scheme. The invitation was aimed in particular at 
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supporting the Green Deal but we said that applications for other types of work 
currently authorised might also be submitted. 

6.    Besides issuing a general invitation on our website we wrote to current 
competent person scheme operators and to bodies that had applied to be Green Deal 
installer certification bodies. We require competent person scheme operators to 
achieve accreditation by UKAS to the quality standard BS EN 45011 as do DECC for 
Green Deal installer certification bodies. Bodies that are accredited for both functions 
will therefore be able to have their future UKAS assessments done jointly for both 
purposes, thus saving costs. The Green Deal and competent person schemes have 
also adopted similar requirements for their members, in particular Minimum Technical 
Competency requirements which will enable installers to be assessed jointly for both 
purposes where the scheme operator is also a Green Deal certification body. 

7.    The process that we have adopted for assessing applications was published on 
our website (Annex B). At step 3 we filtered out 

¯ types of work for which the Department did not invite applications and/or types 
of work not currently authorised; 

¯ Green Deal measures that did not constitute building work under the Building 
Regulations 2010 or were not notifiable building work on their own; 

¯ insulation below suspended timber floors- although a Green Deal measure we 
have on reflection concluded that, like loft insulation, it should not be notifiable 
building work on its own; 

¯ insulation of solid floors (also a Green Deal measure) - given the potential to 
create a variety of risks, including structural, damp and radon risks, we 
concluded that we needed to assess further whether competent person 
schemes would be appropriate for this type of work; and 

¯ types of work for which the applicant was already authorised. 

8. We then assessed the remaining applications against the revised conditions of 
authorisation (Annex C), in particular considering whether the business models 
proposed are robust and technical competence adequately demonstrated. We invited 
comments from DECC & other relevant Government Departments, the two building 
control bodies (LABC and ACAI) and the Building Regulations Advisory Committee for 
England. This process filtered out a few applications altogether and many more types 
of work from the remaining applications. 

Considerations 

9.    Our recommendations on which applications to accept and reject are at 
Annexes D & E respectively, together with a brief summary of our reasoning against 
each type of work. All but one of the applications that we recommend accepting are 
from existing scheme operators with a proven track record and either UKAS 
accredited already or formally committed to achieving UKAS accreditation. Apart from 
ATrMA (the Air Tightness Testing and Measurement Association), regrettably the 
other new applicants failed to provide sufficient evidence to justify their acceptance. 
However, we will give them feedback and they may have the opportunity to re-submit 
in future application rounds. 
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Legal 

10. Competent person scheme operators and the types of work for which they are 
authorised are listed in Schedule 3 of the Building Regulations. We wish to amend this 
list along with other changes to the regulations that we are aiming to make and lay in 
December 2012. 

11. We submitted a regulatory triage assessment in September (Annex F) which 
the RPC has since confirmed with a "green" assessment. The next step is to complete 
a full validation impact assessment taking into account the detailed costs and benefits 
associated with each application. This needs to be done by 9 November if it is to 
accompany the write-round letter on the package of proposed changes to the Building 
Regulations. 

Index of Annexes 

A. Submission of 13 September from Bob Ledsome 
B. Assessment process 
C. Conditions of authorisation 
D. Applications recommended for authorisation 
E. Applications recommended for rejection 
F. Regulatory triage assessment 
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