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COMPETENT PERSON SCHEMES AND THE GREEN DEAL 

Summary 

1.    Following Bob Ledsome’s submission of 5 February (Annex A), we invited 
applications for new and extended competent person self-certification schemes in 
support of the Green Deal. We have now concluded our assessment on the four 
applications that we received. This submission seeks your agreement to our 
recommendations and to seeking RRC and HAC clearance to authorise new and 
extended schemes via minor amendments to the Building Regulations. We have 
received confirmation from the RPC that they regard this as a deregulatory measure. 

Timing 

2.    Urgent. Please can the write-round letter be sent by 16 April. This would 
allow nine clear working days before 30 April, the date by which, under the terms of 
the Services Directive, we need either to inform applicants of the outcome or to give 
them a fresh date by when they will be told. This date cannot be changed a second 
time (see para 10). 

Recommendation 

3. That you 

¯ note the background and process we have gone through to assess the 
applications (paras 4 - 6 and Annexes A - B); 

¯ agree our recommendations on the applications to be accepted and rejected 
(paras 7 - 9 and Annex C); 

¯ note legal and regulatory considerations (paras 10 - 12 and Annexes D & E); 

¯ (Don Foster) sign the Impact Assessment at Annex E); and 

¯ (Secretary of State) agree to write to RRC and HAC for clearance to proceed 
(para 13 and draft letter at Annex F). 
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Background 

4.    Competent person schemes are a deregulatory measure under which installers 
can be registered as competent to self-certify that their building work complies with the 
building regulations. This removes the burden for installers and consumers of having 
to notify the work to a building control body in advance and having it checked by them 
when completed. Where an installer is used who is registered with a competent 
person scheme, the business benefits from lower prices as building control charges 
(typically £60- £180)are not payable. In the year to September 2012 around 3.5 
million jobs were self-certified under competent person schemes, as compared to an 
estimated 0.5 million other notifiable jobs supervised by building control bodies 
annually. There are currently 19 bodies authorised under the Building Regulations to 
operate competent person schemes. We require scheme operators to meet our 
conditions of authorisation and to achieve and maintain accreditation by UKAS to the 
quality standard BS EN 45011. 

5.    In February 2013, for the reasons given in paras 7 - 9 of Bob Ledsome’s 
submission of 5 February (Annex A), we invited a fresh round of applications to 
operate new competent person schemes or to extend an existing scheme in support of 
the Green Deal. The invitation was limited to those bodies that had recently been 
accredited by UKAS or were currently in the process of being accredited by UKAS as 
Green Deal installer certification bodies. It was also limited to the types of work listed 
in Schedule 3 of the Building Regulations (as amended) that cover Green Deal 
measures. The underlying aim is to make work under the Green Deal as inexpensive 
and efficient as possible whilst ensuring that it complies fully with the relevant 
requirements of the Building Regulations. 

6.    The process that we have adopted for assessing applications was published on 
our website (Annex B). 

Considerations 

7. Annex C sets out our recommendations on which applications to accept and 
reject together with a brief summary of our reasoning against each type of work. 

8.    We recommend that three applicants are authorised as CPS operators for the 
types of work for which they have been accredited by UKAS under the Green Deal. 
Two of them are not currently CPS operators, the British Board of Agr~ment and BRE 
Global, but both are well established organisations. The third, ECA Certification, is an 
existing scheme operator with a proven track record. However, from 6 April ECA 
Certification will merge with another scheme operator (Ascertiva) and, if accepted, we 
will need to authorise them under the new name (Certsure). 

9.    We recommend that Certass should not be authorised for the types of work for 
which they applied as they have not applied to UKAS for accreditation and have not 
provided any evidence of relevant technical competence. We have already informed 
ECA Certification that their application for roofing work was outside the scope of our 
application, not being a Green Deal measure. Whilst we would have accepted ECA’s 
application of internal, external and hybrid wall insulation (since they are accredited by 
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UKAS for these types of work) it makes no sense to do so as Ascertiva and hence the 
new organisation Certsure are already authorised for these types of work. 

Legal and regulatory considerations 

10. Our process for inviting applications has to comply with the provisions in the EU 
Services Directive governing the authorisation of services. Under Article 13 we have 
to give applicants a date when they will know the outcome. We can only change this 
date once and, if we do so, we are required to notify applicants of the new date before 
the original period has expired. We told them that any new authorisations would be 
via regulations to be laid by 30 April. This was always ambitious, especially with the 
Easter Recess intervening, but we wanted to give applicants as early an indication of 
outcomes as possible, and we would still like to do so. 

11. Competent person scheme operators and the types of work for which they are 
authorised are listed in Schedule 3 of the Building Regulations. The current Statement 
of New Regulation does not include provision for amending the schedule but the 
Better Regulation Executive have advised that this is not a show-stopper and that we 
can seek clearance when writing round to the RRC. As we are seeking to support the 
Green Deal, we would expect DECC Ministers to support our proposal and as the 
measure is deregulatory and builds on previously cleared policy we do not foresee any 
Minister wishing to block the proposal. 

12. Following our submission of a regulatory triage assessment form to the RPC, 
they confirmed on 21 March that they regarded this as a regulatory measure (see 
Annex D). The full Impact Assessment (Annex E) has been signed off by the Chief 
Economist. Please can you (Don Foster) confirm you are content with it by signing at 
the foot of page 1. We will then submit it to the RPC for validation. A copy will also 
need to accompany the write-round letter. 

Conclusion 

13. We recommend that the Secretary of State writes to the RRC and HAC for 
clearance to proceed (draft letter at Annex F, plus attachments at D & E) and that the 
letter is sent by 16 April if possible please. 

Index of Annexes 

A. Bob Ledsome’s submission of 5 February 
B. Assessment process 
C. Applications recommended for authorisation/rejection 
D. Regulatory Triage Confirmation 
E. Impact Assessment 
F. Draft write-round letter 
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