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15th October 2010 

FIRE IN TIMBER FRAMED BUILDINGS - ARRANGEMENTS FOR A ROUND TABLE 
MEETING 

~ssue 

Following my submission of 26 August and your subsequent meeting with officials on 7 
October, this submission sets out detailed proposals for a Ministerial round table 
meeting and associated draft invitations. There is also a specific draft reply to a letter 
from Peter Holland, President of the Chief Fire Officers Association, which raises this 
issue and calls for CLG research into Timber Framed (TF) Buildings to be accelerated. 

Timing 

As soon as possible. We would like to send the draft invitations to the round table 
promptly and, if possible, in advance of any announcements being made by the London 
Assembly. A provisional appointment has been made for Monday 29 November from 
14.00 -15.30 in Eland House Ministerial Board Room. 

Recommendation 

3. That you agree to 1) jointly sign the draft invitations at A and B and 2) to the proposed 
strategy for taking forward the research on Fire fighting in TF Buildings (para 7). 

Background 

Concerns have been expressed in the past about the nature of fire spread in Timber 
Framed buildings both during construction and once the building is completed and 
occupied. There have been renewed calls for Government Action in recent months 
following publication of official statistics and the impending repor~ of a London Assembly 
inquiry. 

At our meeting with on 7 October both Ministers agreed to invite relevant 
representatives from the construction industry, insurers and the Fire and Rescue 
Service to a round table meeting. The purpose of the meeting would be to take stock of 
the position on the issue, to allow Ministers to probe the industry on their plans to 
ensure safety, and to give them an opportunity to identify any further actions that they 
consider Government may wish to take to help them achieve it. 
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Peter Holland wrote to Bob Neill on 28 September reiterating CFOA’s concerns and 
ca~ling for an urgent review of building regulations However, CFOA’s immediate 
concerns appear focused on fires during the construction phase, which are outside the 
remit of building regulations, and fall more to the HSE and the FRS. His letter also calls 
for an acceleration of research in relation to timber frame buildings. 

Research on fire spread is underway, and will be completed in March 2011. Research 
on firefighting in timber framed buildings was included in FRD’s draft 2010/11 
programme. It was planned in two phases - the first a scoping study and the second 
follow up work if needed. The scoping study has not star~ed because of the 
Department’s moratorium on new research, although tenders (ranging between £60k 
and £40k) have been received, including some from lobbyists on the TF issue. We 
have concerns both that the tendered costs are excessively high and that independent 
outcomes may be compromised if the work is undertaken by companies with vested 
interests. We therefore propose to undertake the scoping study, element of the project 
which is essentially a 3 month desk-based exercise, using in-house resources and but 
with significant input from fire sector representatives, including CFOA. Are you 
content to accept this proposal which is reflected in the draft reply to Peter 
Holland attached at B? 

Round Table 

8. We propose to invite the following organisations to the round table: 

¯ UKTimber Frame Association 

¯ The House Builders Federation 

¯ The Association of British Insurers 

¯ The Chief Fire Officers Association 

¯ The Building ControlAlliance 

¯ The Health and Safety Executive 

Next Steps 

9. If you are content to jointly sign and send the letters of invitation we will liaise with your 
private offices to identify suitable meeting dates and work up a detailed agenda and 
briefing. 

10. The draft reply to Peter Holland at B needs to be signed only by Bob Neill. 

Brian Martin 
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