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I a m aware of the dangerously misleading figure that is being quoted as accurate with 
regard to the cost of implementing ground breaking improvements resulting in safe and 
sustainable homes in Wales. 

As the Assembly Member who steered the Domestic Fire Safety (Wales) Measure 
through the Nationa! Assembly, now being implemented by the Welsh Labour 
Government, which will see sprinklers installed in all new buiJd and converted homes 

from September 2013, I feel that I must expose inaccuracies and myLhs to be just that, 
wrong, worrying and alarming. 

[ refer you to your speech during the debate on the Loyal Address on the 14u, May 
2013, in which you stated: 

Mr Pickles: "Labour in Wales hit the housing market with extra red tape, adding 
£13,000 to the cost of building a new home in comparison with England. Labour has 
cut the right to buy, abolishing it completely ie parts of Wales, Labour has failed to 

introduce support tar new home buyers. Their" new-bay scheme will not start until next 
year". 

Your assertions seem to be based on figures which have been widely discredited, yet 
are still being used by Ministers in your government. 

I refer you to the Secretary of State fur Wales answer to a question at Welsh Questions 
in the House of Commons last Wednesday 27t~, February and I include a copy of tile 
transcript from Hansard below. 

Jonathan Evans [Cardiff North) (Con): 

What recent assessment has my right ho~. Friend made of the prospects for ~he 

Welsh house buildh)g [ndostry? 
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The Secretary of State for Wales, David Jones (Clwyd West) (Con): 

The house building industry is extremely important in Wales aad a major driver of 
economic recovery. I was therefore disappointed to read today tbe comments of 
Steve Morgan, the chairman of Redrow ptc, Wales’s largest building company, 
who says that tile Welsh Government’s housing policies 
are potentially "catastrophic" for the industry, with the new regulations made in 
Cardiff !ikely to add £11,000 to the cost era three-bedroom house, At a time 

when Welsh builders need work and Wales needs more homes, that cannot be 
right, I consequently urge the Welsh Government to align their po#cies with those 
of my right hen, Friend the Secretury of State for Communities and Local 

Government. 

The regulations to which he refered will not add £11,000 to the cost of a three- 

bedroom house. This is untrue. 

I fear that Mr. Morgan’s fantasy figure is derived from Mr Richard Price’s incorrect 
calculations. Below is a copy of the transcript from when I challenged Mr. Price of the 

Wales Home Builders Federation when he appeared before the Communities, Equality 
and Local Government Committee on 23/$$/2011. The exchange went as follows; 

Ann Jones: For the record, do you also accept that the figure of£5,000 is your 
estimate-- 

Mr Price: We!!, it was- 

has never settled on a figure of£5,000, 

I am ceRain that the legislation will achieve its aim of saving lives and money and I find 
it dangerous and saddening that someone who apparently has so much influence, as 
Mr. Morgan, is still intent on threatening home buyers and the Welsh Government on 
safety. 
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It was only recently that I congratulated construction firm bosses from Derby who 
from now on strongly recommend that customers have sprinklers fitted in their homes; 

It’s time that Radrow step up to the plats. 

This out-dated macho posturing has typified much of the vested interest opposition 
we’ve faced to the new law. Redrow had its chance to make a case against this law 
and fell way short of the mark it’s time they rnoved on. 

The facts are clear. Mr. Morgarfs figures and the speculative impact they may have is 
pure fiction. 

In its report, the third Assembly’s Legislation Committee No. i stated: 

"We believe it is unlikely that the proposed Measure will adversely af[ect development 

The Finance Committee also supported that legislation and stated that: 

"There is no evidence that they/costs] will be seen as a sigeificant burden on house 
euyers or have a significant impact on the housing market." 

In 2009 the National Fire Protection Association (US) published Comparative Analysis 
of Housing Cost and Supply Impacts of Sprinkler Ordinances at the Community Level 
which compared neighbouring counties with and without 
sprinkler requirements. The study found there was NO reduction in the number of 
homes built in counties with sprinkler requirements. 

In the city of Vanosuver where byelaws have been introduced, in 1972-1974 the 
number of deaths pe~ 100,000 population was just under 7 per year. By the period 
1992-1998 the number of deaths per 100,000 population had fallen to 0.6, as e 
result of the mandatory sprinkler regulations. 
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r know that you’ll be in contact with a wide range of stakeholders in England and Wales 
who will be interested in the implementation of this law; I trust that you will ensure that 
Mr, Morgan’s ir~correct figure is challenged at every possibility. 

Given that you repeated this plainly wrong information in the House of Commons, to 
Honourable and Right Henourable Members, I would ask that you publicly apologise 

for misleading the House. 

Ann Jones AM 
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