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Thank you for your email of 2 October inviting me to ~tt~nd and address the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group Fire and Rescue Seminar on sprinkler policy on 28 February 2011. 

I note from the draft programme that the Seminar is intended again to focus on sprinkler 
policy. The coalition Government’s position on regulation and sprinkler policy is very clear: 
whilst we certainly recognise the significant role they can play in I~fe and proper~y 
protection, we will not consider increasing the burden of regulation unless the costs can be 
justified on life safety grounds. Nor do we consider that it is the Government’s place to tell 
housing providers and the business sector how to manage risks. AS I made clear in my 
speech to the Fire 2010 Conference, if the industry or FRS consider that greater fire 
protection would be good for UK businesses they should be the case direct to building 
owners, rather than to Government. For these reasons, I am not inclined to accept your 
invitation on this occasion. 

But the fire sector is facing real challenges - economic, social, physical - over the sho~t, 
medium and long terms, The ongoing eactorqed strategic review- Fire Futures - is 
considering how the FRS can proactiveiy change to meet these challenges to maintain its 
effectiveness in serving communities and to represent value for money to the wider public 
purse, it is alea looking at how to deliver our expectation that the FRS reflects our key 
principles of Ioca~ism, decentrslisation, transparency, accountability and the Big Society in 
what it does, 

This work is a key pitod~,, for me and I would certainly be pleased to consider attending a 
future APPG FRS Seminar on the Fire Futures work programme should the Group decide 
to focus on this issue. 

BOB NEILL MP 
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