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Dear Peter and John 

FIRE ATLAKANALHOUSE 

Thank you for your letter of 6 July, regarding the tragic fire at Lakanal House, and your 
request that I appoint, at the earliest opportunity, an independent expert to conduct a full 
public inquiry into this terrible event 

As you know, I was kept regularly informed regarding developments during the weekend, 
and on Monday announced that I had asked Sir Ken Knight, the Chief Fire and Rescue 
Adviser, to report back to me urgently on any emerging findings. The terms of reference 
for his report include the fire safety matte~s applicable to the building, and operational 
procedures and practices undertaken by London Fire Brigade at the incident. I am very 
pleased that you welcome ths decision I am certain he will find assistance from all parties 
as he undertakes this important task 

To keep people up to date with developments here, I have established a separate web 
page on the Communities and Local Government website. On this page we have a range 
of guidance on fire safety for residents, tenants and landlords, as well as details as to what 
Communities is doing in response to trus event. For example, John Healey has written to 
local authorities and registered social landlords asking them to give their own reassurance 
to tenants, including the practical measures that can be taken immediately to increase fire 
safety. He has also reminded them of their obligations under the Housing Act. 

in terms of investigations, both London Fire Brigade and the Metropolitan Police have 
started their inquiries The Coroner’s Inquest will also look closely at the facts surrounding 
the deaths. We have confidence that the various inquiries will explore all the relevant 
elements of this tragedy and will provide a firm basis on which to draw and take action on 
lessons learned at a national level Once these investigations and the inquest have 
concluded, consideration can be given as to whether a public inquiry is necessary. 

In the meantime I do hope that you agree that we are doing everything possible to support 
the council and individual councillors in the aftermath of this tragic event. If you feel that at 
this stage I could do more, or could assist your duties in any other way in response to this 
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~-~#ident, then please do not hesiLaLe to let me know. 

With all best wishes during this difficult time. 

JOHN DENHAM 
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