
EJULC (76) PI8 

DSPARTilEINT OF THE ENVIRONMENT . 

BUILDING- PvBG-ULATICKS ADVISORY 'CCMMITTES 

FIRE SAFSTY IN HI&H RISS FLATS 

1. At t h s i r meeting on the 24 September 1975 the Committee considered a paper 
(BRAG (75) F4S) which s e t out the circumstances of a f i r e a t Longlenta House, 
Stonebrldge i l s t a t e , Brent on t h s 5 February 1975 i n -which one man d i e d . 'They 
took note of the f a c t t h a t ths C e n t r a l F i r e Brigades A d v i s o r y Councils f o r 
England and ¥/ales and f o r Scotland had set'up a wrkimg group to l o c k i n t o ths 
p r o v i s i o n of f i r e alarms i n high, r i s e f l a t s and they decidsd tha t , although they 
T i s r e doubtful whether the new powers to make b u i l d i n g r e g u l a t i o n s r e q u i r i n g the 
i n s t a l l a t i o n of f i r e d e t e c t i o n equipment and f i r e alamis should be used to 
r e q u i r e t h i s i n such b u i l d i n g , the question should be d e f e r r e d u n t i l the r e s u l t s 
of the Homo O f f i c e study were a v a i l a b l e . (BEAC (75) M5 paragraph 6,7 r e f e r s ) . 

2. A copy of the report which the "Working G-roup are making to the CPBACs i s 
attached as an appendix to t h i s paper and i t w i l l bs noted from paragraph 17 
t h a t , s u b j e c t to i t s endorsement by those C o u n c i l s , i t i s suggested th&t the 
a t t e n t i o n of BRAG be drawn to the recororaendation a t paragraph 10 that a simpls 
and cheap means of suxtmioning a s s i s t a n c e should bs provided on the ground f l o o r 
of each block or, i f i t s e r v e s more than one "block, w i t h i n 10CJn of each. 

3 . The views of the Coaunittee are requested as to irhether c o n s i d s r a t i o n should 
be given to making t h i s a b u i l d i n g r e g u l a t i o n rsquirement f o r ne^ high r i s e 
blocks of f l a t s . Such a requirement i n b u i l d i n g r e g u l a t i o n s isouldj of courss 
need-to apply to a l l high r i s s f l a t s i r r e s p e c t i v e of ownership. 
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GEI'Tlij'Jj FIxT^ BHIGADSS ADVISORY COUIiCIIS FOR. SITGLiJD ANIJ viViLEJS 
AlfO POIi SCO'i'LiUfD 

RSP03T OS" THE v.'OxOKIKG GHOUP Oi-T PIR3 SAFETY I I ; HIGH RISE 
BLOCKS 0? BLATS 

I n t r o d v i c t i o n 

1. F o l l o v r i n s arx AnsTTer g i v e n by t h e Hcrao S e c r e t a r y t o a P a r l i a m e n t a r y Q u e s t i o n 
o f 12 June 1975) we were e s b a b l i s h e d as a vforking group t o c o n s i d e r i s s u e s a r i s i n 
f r o a a f i r e which o c c u r r e d a t L o n g l e u i s House i n t/io London 3orou"h o f B r e n t on 
'4 F e b r u a r y 1975.in w h i c h a person d i e d on t h s b a l c o n y o f a 13th f l o o r f l a t . 
D e t a i l s o f t h s f i r e and t h e background t o tho e s t a b l i o h a o n t o f t h s groun vfere g i v 
i n Fii'C' 5.66 (i73C(s)46.1) . 

2. I n accordance w i t h t h e l a s t paragraph o f FBC 566 t h e group c o n s i s t e d o f 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m t h e J o i n t F i r e P r e v e n t i o n Conrdtt&e and the J o i n t C o m i t t e e 
on P i r a B r i g a d e s O p e r a t i o n s , The l i s t o f menbors i d a t Appendix A, 

3. "e h e l d 4 isoetin^s on, r e s p - s c t i v s l y , 2 Oct o b e r 1975, 20 ^ovenber 1975, 
21 January' 1976, and 13 F e b r u a r y 1976, aaci t h i s f i n a l r e p o r t i s ur.anir.outjly ; 
endorsed by a l l aosabsrs o f t h e group, Tho r e p o r t doss; n o t denl with t h e n a t t e r s • 
a r i s i n g f r o m t h s f i r e which were r e f e r r e d by t h e .Secretary o f S t a t e f o r t h e 
3nvironr.ont t o ths B u i l d i n g Piefjulations A d visory Connitteo, a l t h o u g h i t s h o u l d bo 
note d t h a t t h a t Committee has d e l a y e d c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e question o f f i r e a l a r K 
pending our recomsiandations. 

4 . ife have had i n p a r t i c u l a r t o c o n s i d e r 3. i s s u e s I n " r e l a t i o n t o higrh r i s e b l o c 
o f f l a t s , v d i i c h vra have regarded f o r our purposes as b s l n s any b l o c k e x c o e d i n $ 6 
s t o r e y s i n h e i g h t ; nainely, f i r e warning arra:igs:nox?.ts f f i r e f i ^ h t i n - ^ and roscua 
procedures and t h e q u e s t i o n o f a d v i c e t o o c c u p a n t s , "e have however a l s o g i v e n 
c o n s i d o r a t i c n t o f i r e p r e c a u t i o n s i n general i n high r i s o f l a t s , i 1o h e l p i n t h i s 
t a s k v a r i o u s meabers have p r o v i d e d a a t c r i a l i n c l u d i n g r e p o r t s o f -rclovanb f i r e s , 
s t a t i s t i c s j and oxa-aplos o f n o t i c e s t h a t have been i s s u e d to occupants o f h i g h J j i 
f l a t s i n some ar e a s . 

5. As explained i n FBC 566, Longlents House was b u i l t i n accordance w i t h B r i t i a 
S t a n d a r d Code o f P r a c t i c e CP3; Chapter I V (1952) P a r t I ( w h i c h deals with f i r e 
p r e c a u t i o n s i n f l a t s and n a i s o n e t t e s over SO f e e t i n h e i g h t , ) '.,ro s h a l l h e r e a f t e r 
i n t h i s r e p o r t r e f e r t o t h e Code o f P r a c t i c e as" CPJ, 

I s s u e s and Recommendations 

A, FIR3 .VARiflUG SYSTEMS 

6. At ths Longlents House i n c i d e n t t h e r e was undoubtedly d e l a y between t h e f i r e 
s t a r t i n s a^d t h e c a l l r e a c h i n g t h e f i r e b r i g a d e . I n i t i a l l y ..this was duo t o t h e 
occupants* a t t e - r p t i n g t o p u t o u t t h e f i r e t h e n s e l v e s , b u t when t h o f i r e g o t o u t oi 
c o n t r o l t h e y . t r i e d t o r a i c e t h e a l a r a by shouting, having no o t j i e r ncans o f 
sumioning h e l p . I t vras ho;/ever roraetino b e f o r e t h e i r p l i g h t was r e a l i s e d and the 
brigade f i n a l l y c a l l e d , A neighbour attempted to e n t e r t h e f l a b without s u c c e s s , 
and t h e n searched i n v a i n f o r moans o f r a i s i n g the n l a r a . 

7 . CP 3 does not c o n t a i n rocoanondations regarding; a l a r u s y s t en sj f o r a l e r t i n g a l 
occupants _cf a h i g h r i s e b l o c k o f f l a t s i n event o f f i r e . • Such. roco:.r!om!&tions 
would nob be c e n s i s t e n t v r i t h t h e b a s i c p L ' i n c i p I o s o f the Cods, which ave t h a t a 
b u i l d i n g s h o u l d be so c o n s t r u c t e d as to. ensure t h a t i f f i r e o c c u r s i t w i l l be 
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ccr.finod to i t s compnrtnont o f o r - i g i n ; t h us a f i r o s t a r t i n g i n one f l a t should n o t 
ncan t h a t the r e s i d e n t s o f a l l t h e obhor f l a t s " should have t o do o t h e r t h a n rot,, .n ' 
s a f e l y i n t h e i r houos. I-Iost l i i g h r i s e blocl:o o f f l a t s i n t h i s c o u n t r y have been 
b u i l t i n accordance v r i t h t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f C ? 3 , and t h e r e i s no evidence t o suggest 
t h a t t h e p r i n c i p l e s do n o t work i n . praefcice; a l s o a s t u d y o f r e c e n t c a s u a l t y 
f i g u r e s u n d e r t a k e n on cur b e h a l f by the F i r e t'esearch S t a t i o n i n d i c a t e s t h a t the 
r i s k o f l i f e l o s s through f i r e i n h i g h r i s e f l a t s i o o f t i i e came o r d e r as t h e r i s k 
i n n o r e c o n v e n t i o n a l d w e l l i n g s - i n c i d e n t s such as t h e L o n g l o n t s House f i r e a r a 
thus m e r c i f u l l y r a r e . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f t h e Code and t h e degree o f 
r i s k o f l i f e l o s s , v/e have c o n s i d e r e d t h e c o s t o f i n s t a l l i n g and maintaining-
d i f f e r e n t t y p e s o f i n t e r n a l a l a r m syste:.i ( s u c h as syster.s a c t i v a t e d frora v i l t h i n the 
f l a t s , o r i n c o r r i d o r s ) , the problems t h a t would 'oe p r e s e n t e d by misuse and 
v a n a s l i s a , and t h e f a c t t h a t a n a l a r a system t o a l e r t a l l occupants i n event o f 
f i r e c o u l d l e a d when a c t i v a t e d to unnecessary e v a c u a t i o n o f a l l r e s i d e n t s p o s s i b l y 
t o the d©trir,=>nt of f i r e f i g h t i n g o p e r a t i o n s . I n view o f a l l t h e s e f a c t o r s , we 
agree w i t h CP3 as f a r as i n t e r n a l alar;a aysteras a r e concerned. 

8, . More important i n cur v i e w i s t h e q u e s t i o n o f means o f summoning- the f i r e 
b r i g a d e , w h i l s t a g a i n wo do n o t f e c i t h a t t h e r e i s s u f f i c i e n t r i s k o f l i f e l o s s 
t o j u s t i f y an expensive s y s t e n , we f e e l t h a t a f l a t d w e l l e r without a telephone 
on an upper f l o o r o f a b l o c k m i g h t w e l l f e e l j u s t i f i a b l y d i s t u r b e d t o know 
t h a t i n t h e event o f a f i r e i n h i s f l a t he would have t o descend t o t h e ground 
f l o o r by t h e s t a i r c a s e t o f i n d t h o n e a r e s t p u b l i c call-bo:':, CF3 i n f a c t recor.vnends 
t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d be a t l e a s t one p u b l i c telephone w i t h i n t h e b l o c k o r a c a l l - b o x 
no T R c r e t h a n 3 0 0KI from the b u i l d i n g f o r c a l l i n g the f i r e b r i g a d e , i'he d i s a d v a n ­
tages o f such'an arrangement a r e c l e a r , i n t h a t someone i r o n a h i g h e r s t o r e y would 
have t o t r a v e l a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e t o reach t h e t e l e p h o n e , and he c o u l d then 
•..-oil f i n d t h a t i t - was o u t o f o r d e r . F u r t h e m o r a , such a r r a n g e n e n t s a r a s u b j e c t t o 
n e g o t i a t i o n w i t h , t h e Post O f f i c e who a r e o n l y l i k e l y t o p r o v i d e a p u b l i c t e l e p h o n e 
i f t h e y c o u l d be guaranteed s u f f i c i e n t normal demand, ".,'e f e e l t h e r e f o r e t h a t on 
t h i s p o i n t C?3 i s inadeevrato, and t h a t ve a r e o b l i g e d , i f o n l y i n t h e i n t e r e s t s of 
r e a s s u r i n g occupants, t o recoudend a system, a l b s i t n o t too e l a b o r a t e o r expensive, 
-..-hereby occupants can more x * e l i a b i y and s w i f t l y c o n t a c t t h e f i r e b r i g a d e . 

9, I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n ws have c o n s i d e r e d v a r i o u s syste . s i s . A n a l a r a p o i n t on 
i n t e r a e d i a t a f l o o r s o r each f l o o r above t h e 6th, i n t h e f o r m o f a break g l a s s c a l l 
p o i n t , s w i t c h o r o t h e r s u i t a b l e d e v i c e , l i n k e d t o t h e n e a r e s t f i r e s t a t i o n , was one 
s u g g e s t i o n b e f o r e us. Another p o s s i b i l i t y would be a t e l e o h o n e with perhaps a 
l i r i i t e d '993' d i a l l i n g f a c i l i t y , e i t h e r a t each f l o o r l e v e l above t h e 6th o r a t 
f i x e d d i s t a n c e from each f i a t , perhaps l i n k e d t o an i n d i c a t o r board w i t h i n a s i n g l e 
b l o c k , o r such a board s e r v i n g a nunber o f b l o c k s c l o s e t o g e t h e r w i t h i n a complex, 
a io i r in^ t h e l o c a t i o n o f the f l o o r on v/hich t h e a l a r m had been r a i s e d , 'Je a l s o 
d i s c u s s e d p o s s i b l e c o n n e c t i o n t o a nanned c o m n o r c i a l alarm c o n t r o l c e n t r e u s i n g t h o 
a u t o d i a l system t o t r a n s m i t a c a l l a u t o m a t i c a l l y r a t h e r t h a n the '959! system, or t o a 
c o n s t a n t l y nanned-location i n t h e b l o c k o r on tho s i t e such as t h s c a r e t a k e r ' s 
f l a t . A n o t h e r i d e a concerned '999' t e l e p h o n e s i n s t a l l e d i n l o c k e d c a b i n e t s w i t h 
each r e s i d e n t having a key. We r e j e c t e d a l l t h e s e systems s i n c e a l l p r e s e n t e d 
problems, n o t l e a s t w i t h vandalism, a s i d e froei t h e c o s t f a c t o r a l r e a d y discussed 
i n r e l a t i o n t o degree o f r i s k . 

10, Though t h e l i f e r i s k and o t h e r f a c t o r s d i d n o t s u p p o r t the.need f o r a f i r e 
a l a r a s y a t o a above t h e ground f l o o r , t h e group considered t h a t the d e n s i t y problems• 
and a n x i e t y f e a r s i n v o l v e d i n h i g h r i s e b l o c k s s u p p o r t e d the case f o r a s a t i s f a c t o r y 
means o f c a l l i n g the b r i g a d e . I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n t h e group was i n f o m e d o f a s y s t e 
o p o r a t i n g i n t l i e QIC a r e a , whereby a raobile c a r e t a k e r f a c i l i t y had been i n s t a l l e d 
i n c o u n c i l b l o c k s . The s y s t e a c a l l e d "Assisytaphone" i s u s u a l l y l o c a t e d on the 
ground f l o o r o f a b l o c k b u t n o t n e c e s s a r i l y i n e v e r y b l o c k whore t h e r e a r e a munbor 
i n c l o s e proximity. I t p r o v i d e s a r.eans o f co::-.r.unieating d i r e c t l y by open Post 
O f f i c e l i n e s to a c o n t r o l mnned a t a i l . t i n e s , f h e i ' n s t r u n e n t i s f i m l y f i x e d i n t o 
t h o w a l l o f t h e b u i l d i n g and i s v e r y r o b u s t c o n s i i o t i n ^ o f a igicrophono and l o u d ­
speaker w h i c h enables c a l l s t o be made to surjaon any form o f a s s i s t a n c e . I t has t h 
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advantage, w i t h t h e c o n t r o l b e i n g i n eor.uirunicatioii vriLth the c a l l e r , of Kinimsing 
f a l s e a l a r n i s . I n a d d i t i o n , o f c o u r s e , i t i s m i l t i - f " u n c t i o n a l . T h i e i n our view 
corn os n e a r e s t to mooting the need f o r a r e a d i l y a c c e s o i b l s 'out con para t i v o l y 
inexpensive means o f aiarusoning the f i r e •brigade, a l though a l t e r n a t i v o s nay bo 
appr o p r i a t e i n ser^e civcur-s t r a c e s , f li'.-.'ZC.i'py'^ jUiCCgg. :~s t h a t a s i m i l a r s y s t e a 
be c o n s p i c u o u s l y a i bed on t h e ground f l o o r c f each c l o c k , ov, where t h e r e are a 
number o f b l o c k s c l o s e to-jethox", w i t h i n easy p e d e s t r i a n a c c e s s a t a d i s t a n c e not 
g r e a t e r t h a n 1 CO metres f r o r , each one. A l t e r n a t i v e l y , a t e l e p h o n e s i m i l a r l y 
l o c a t e d and w i t h a l i m i t e d '999' f a c i l i t y would i n our view be s u f f i c i e n t . 

3. ADVICE TO OCCUPAiiteS 

11. CP3 reconaends, i n t e r a l i a , ' t h a t i n f l a t s i n h i g h r i s e b u i l d i n g s tho doors o f 
bedrooms s h o u l d be n e a r e r to t h e e n t r a n c e door o f t h e f l a t t h a n those o f the 
l i v i n g - r o o c and k i t c h e n , t h a t there s h o u l d be no a p p r e c i a b l e f i r e r i s k i n e n t r a n c e 
h a l l s , and t h a t doors l o a d i n g on t o t h e ha11-way f r o a t h e k i t c h e n and living-room 
should nave a f i r e r e s i s t a n c e c f h a l f an hour and be s e l f - c l o s i n g . As s t a t e d i n 
FBC 556, t h e occupants o f t h e f l a t i n q u e s t i o n a t L o n g l e n t s House negated the 
f i r s t two o f these s a f e g u a r d s by, r e s p e c t i v e l y , s l e e p i n g on the n i g h t o f the f i r e J 

12. The t r a g e d y vras t h u s p r i m a r i l y caused by a l a c k o f a p p r e c i a t i o n c f t h e dangers 
and i n p a r t i c u l a r o f t h e need t o keen e x i t r o u t e s f r e e f r o n f i r e hasards and 
o b s t r u c t i o n s , and i n t h e absence o f knowledge as t o t h e a c t i o n t o take ones the 
f i r e occurred, '.fc? nave t h e r e f o r e c o n s i d e r e d whether any f u r t h e r a c t i o n needs to be 
t a k e n i n r e s p e c t o f a d v i c e t o o c c u p a n t s , f o r i n s t a n c e by strengthening t h e guidance 
c o n t a i n e d I n CP3, 

13. F i r e s e r v i c e e x p e r i e n c e l e a v e s ,its i n no doubt that the l a c k o f a t j p r b e l a t i o n o f 
the dangers, as svidoncod by t h e L o n g l o u t s . h o u s e i n c i d e n t , i s widespread amongst 
t h e occupants o f h i g h r i s e b i o c k s o f f l a t s , and t h a t t h o p r o b l s n e x i s t s o r e d c u i n a n t . 
i n c o u n c i l owned p r o p e r t y . I t i s a f t e r a l l u n r e a l i s t i c t o assuae t h a t f l a t s w i l l b. 
used s t r i c t l y as d e s i g n e d ; f o r exanole, on o c c a s i o n s the cccxipants E i g h t •.•/oil have 
guests s l e e p i n g i n t h e i r i i v i n g - r o o n , and s e l f - e l e s i n g d e v i c e s cn doors c o u l d be 
removed ^ f r o n , say, k i t c h e n s , whers doors t h a t w i l l n o t s t a y open can be a n u i s a n c j 
S q u a l l y i t cannot be d e f e n s i b l y assumed t h a t occupants w i l l a u t o n a t i c a l l y know the 
escape r o u t e w i t h i n a f l a t and a l l the d e s i g n c o n s i d e r a t i o n s I n v o l v e d ; i n d e e d , i t 
i s p e r t i n e n t to r e f l e c t t h a t f l a t d w e l l e r s c o u l d e a s i l y r e g a r d b a l c o n i e s as p l a c e s 
o f r e f u g e i n t h e event o f f i r e and w i l l be l i k e l y t o go t o them i n s t e a d o f l e a v i n g 
the f l a t b y the, n a i n door ( i n s a y i n g t h i s we do o f c o u r s s a p p r e c i a t e t h a t t h e r e a r e 
sons b l o c k s so designed t h a t i n t e r l i n k i n g b a l c o n i e s forta p a r t o f approved aeans o f 
e s c a p e ) . 

14. I t has thus t a k e n l i t t l e t o c o n v i n c e us o f t h e need f o r a n c r o p r i n t e a d v i c e 
to o c c u p i e r s , V;e have had t o a c c e p t however t h a t t h e r e w i l l always be problems i n 
t h i s a r e a , n o t l e a s t i n t h a t t h e r e nust bs a l i a i t t o the amount o f a d v i c e o f f e r e d 
and t h e r e can nover bo a g u a r a n t e e t h a t i t w i l l be heeded, Furthcraore r.ost 'ways 
o f d i s s e m i n a t i n g t h e a d v i c e have a t t e n d a n t d i f f i c u l t i e s , I T o t i c c s I n cocaon are&a 
o f b u i l d i n g s ( h a l l - w a y s and c o r r i d o r s ) a r e s u b j e c t to v a n d a l i o a , and n o t i c e s i n 
t h e f l a t s thoaselvos w i l l almost c e r t a i n l y be removed, p r o b a b l y i n most cases 
w i t h o u t h a v i n g been s e r i o u s l y r e a d . I t i s no l o n g e r u n i v e r s a l p r a c t i c e f o r r e n t s t o 
bo c o l l e c t e d by persona r e g u l a r l y v i s i t i n r ; pr*. ...ines, so t h o t;cop3 f o r r e a c h i n g 
occupant?; i n t h a t way i s d i m i n i s h i n g . . I n soae ureas f i r e b r i g a d e p e r s o n n e l 
o c c a s i o n a l l y check cn arrangements and g i v e a d v i c e t o o c c u p a n t s , ouch a c t i v i t y has 
t o be regarded as an i n c i d e n t a l b e n e f i t , f h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r d i s w e n i n a t i n g 
a d v i c e r a u t s v r i t h t h e houoing a u t h o r i t i e s , or o t h e r owners when a p p l i c a b l e . I n tho 
c i r c l e s t a n c e s we d i d n o t f e e l i t would be appropriate t o inrJic rcconwennwtions 
regarding acans o f d i r . o e a i n a t i o n , and havo inycoad focused our a t t e n t i o n i:\oro on t h e 
a d v i c e i t s e l f . 
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15. We have c a r e f u l l y c o nslciered the r e l e v a n t guidance i n CP3> and have a l s o 
e xonined t h o gui d a n c e t h a t i.o g i v e n to occupant:; by v a r i o u s f i r e b f i g a d e s . v/e d i d 
n o t f e e l t h a t t h e C?3 guidance was s u f f i c i e n t l y c l e a r and emphatic on t h e p o i n t s 
w h i c h l e d t o the t r a g e d y a t L j o n g l c n t s !:ouso; nor d i d i t seen s u f f i c i e n t l y 
f i o n i b l e t o take a c c o u n t o f the v a r i a t i o n s i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s between d i f f e r e n t 
b u i l d i n g s . 'f.j '.y.~. .. ' (.'.:'. :. ,C f! k ' i ' " t l i a t t h e .fo r a o f a d v i c e t o occupants i n CP3 be 
r e p l a c e d by a d v i c e as s e t o u t i n Appendix 3 . 

C. FIHB FIGHT li'G Aln) P33CUS PRCCZDUUSS 

1 6 . As e x p l a i n e d i n p a r a g r a p h -10 o f FBC 5 6 6 , t h e b r i g a d e a t t h e L o n g l e n t s House 
i n c i d e n t f o l l o w e d the. s t a n d a r d procedure f o r h i g h rise- b u i l d i n g s i n g a i n i n g access 
f r o n w i t h i n t h e b u i l d i n g and u s i n g the d r y r i s i n g a a i n p r o v i d e d f o r f i r e f i g h t i n g , 
go a r e s a t i s f i e d t h a t t h e s e procedures '..-ere p r o p e r and cannot be h o l d t o account 
f o r the f a t a l i t y 'which o c c u r r e d < kg have a l s o c o n s i d e r e d d e t a i l s of the p r a c t i c e s 
f o l l o w e d by o t h e r b r i g a d e s tboi'ghout t h o c o u n t r y and a r c s a t i s f i e d t h a t t h e i r 
t r a i n i n g and o q u i p n e n t . i s adequate f o r d e a l i n g w i t h f i r e s i n h i g h r i s e b u i l d i n g s , 
V/e n e v e r t h e l e s s c o n s i d e r t h a t i n view o f t h e s p e c i a l f a c t o r s connected v r i t h f i r s 
f i g h t i n g and rescue i n such b u i l d i n g s broad l i n e s o f g u i d a n c e should be i s s u e d t o 
f i r e a u t h o r i t i e s so t h a t a degree o f u n i f o r a i t y i s e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h i n t h e l i r e 
S e r v i c e , f d i d : d.,.'Odd dkCO..d';.- t h a t guidance be i s s u e d a l o n g t h e l i n e s o f 
Appendix C c f t h i s r e p o r t which t o a l a r g e o n t e n t r e f l e c t s e x i s t i n g p r a c t i c e s i n 
b r i g a d e s . 

Co n o l u s i o n 

17. propose t h a t t h e above reconraendatiOiis be drawn t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f the 
B r i t i s h Standards I n s t i t u t i o n i n r e s p e c t o f £~iond;r,ont3 t o t h o guidance I n CP3i t h e 
B u i l d i n g R e g u l a t i o n s A d v i s c - y g o ^ i i t t c e as r e g a r d s t h e noans f o r c a l l i n g t h e f i r e 
b r i g a d e , and to the D e p a r t n e n t o f t h e Slnvironmont and t h e S c o t t i s h Development 
Depwrtnenb t o c o n s i d e r i n r e l a t i o n t o h o u s i n g a u t h o r i t i e s ' r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s f o r 
e x i s t i n g h i g h r i s e f l a t s . 

4, 
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i-T-iii-yiGKm'G itr uroit 

Introducoion. 

1 , The c o n p l s x i t y o f f i r e f i g h t i n g i n t a l l b u i l d i n g r ; t o g e t h e r i r i t h t h o 
r o G G i b i l i t v o f rescue v:ork under v e r y d i f f i c u l t c o n d i t i o n s r.u.u:ea i t i n p e r a t i v e t h a 
t h o u g h t be g i v e n t o . s t r a t e g i c and t a c t i c a l p l a n n i n g , 'this Appendix i s based on an 
examinatioa o f p r o c e d u r e s i n t r o d u c e d by some f i r e b r i g a d e s i n the UK f o r d e a l i n g 
w i t h such i n c i d e n t s . 

P r e - p l a n n i n g 

2. An i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e o f t h s procedure i s an i n t i m a t e knowledge o f t h e l a y o u t 
o f t h o b u i l d i n g - t h u s t h e imp o r t a n c e of I n s p e c t i o n s and t i n e r c i s e s under 
sec t i o n 1 ( 1 ) d c f t h e g i r o S e r v i c e s A c t 1347 cannot be over^e.-pkasised. Xenns o f 
i n g r e s s f o r f i r s a p p l i a n c e s s h o u l d bo s t u d i e d and made known to a l l p e r s o n n e l a a 
the- l a y o u t s i n some h i g h r i s e b l o c k s a r e cow-plicated, '..'ater s u p p l i e s should bo 
c a r e f u l l y assessed, and i t i s suggested t h a t c o n s i d e r a t i o n (should be g i v e n t o t h e 
a v a i l a b i l i t y on f i r s t - a t t e n d a n c e a p p l i a n c e s o f hose s p e c i a l l y t e s t e d t o i-rithstand 
the h i g h p r e s s u r e n e c e s s a r y f o r adeguate f e e d i n g o f a d r y r i s i n g main, '7ho f i a j j k 
a t t e n d a n c e s h o u l d comprise a t l e a s t two pumps; i f t h e b u i l d i n g i s c o n s i d e r e d • 
s p e c i a l r i s k , o r t h e r e a r e o t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , a d d i t i o n a l a p p l i a n c e s s h o u l d be 
in c l u d e d , i n the f i r s t a t t e n d a n c e , 

P i r e f i f - h t i n a - f a c i l i t i e s ( k a n u a l o f Firenianship P a r t 6a - Pages 141-I 42) 

3. The f a c i l i t i e s i n o t a l l o d ' w i t h i n t h o b u i l d i n g have a d i r e c t b e a r i n g on t h e 
t a c t i c s t o be ado p t e d , t h e p r i n c i p a l equipment b e i n g t h e d r y r i s e r ' and a s s o c i a t e d 
i n l e t box and a l i f t f i t t e d w i t h s p e c i a l c o n t r o l f a c i l i t i e s f o r use by the F i r e 
d s r v i c o , Ecuipr.ent t o be t a k e n a l o f t s h o u l d be prs-cLotacnined, and e o n s i d e r a t i o n 
s h o u l d be g i v e n t o t h e sieans o f corrsmunication between t h e mon working on t h e f i r e 
and t h e c o n t r o l point i n the l i g h t o f t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s p e c u l i a r t o h i g h r i s e 
b u i l d i n g s , 

g j r e g r p u n d Procsdure 

4. I t i s n o t p r a c t i c a b l e t o l a y down a s e t procedure t o provide f o r a l l 
c i r c i a s t a n c e s . The f o l l o w i n g i s suggested f o r broad g u i d a n c e i -

Thc O f f i c e r - i n - C h a r g e o f t h e f i r s t a t t e n d a n c e t o proceed t o t h e i n t e r i o r ^ ) 
o f t h e b u i l d i n g and a s c e r t a i n the l o c a t i o n o f the f i r e e i t h e r by d i r e c t 
c o n t a c t v r i t h the c a r e t a k e r , o r e n q u i r i e s from r e s i d e n t s as a p p r o p r i a t e , 
and endeavour t o a s c e r t a i n i f "persons r e p o r t e d " 

On d e t e r m i n i n g the f l o o r i n v o l v e d , t h o O f f i c e r - i n - C h a r g e t o ; -

( a ) d e t a i l a crew neuber t o proceed t o t h e l i f t , o p e r a t e f i r e n e n ' s 
c o n t r o l s w i t c h and t a k e charge o f l i f t , I h e f i r o c a n d e t a i l e d 
f o r l i f t d u t y w i l l r e m a i n i n charge o f the l i f t and await 
i n s t r u c t i o n s f r o m t h o C f f i c e r - i n - C h a r g e , 

(b) o r d e r the pump d r i v e r t o s e t - i n t o n e a r e s t h y d r a n t , charge-
dry r i s e r , 

( c ) proceed t o t h e f l o o r l e v e l inmediately below tho f l o o r i n v o l v e d , 
accoenanied by n o t loss t h a n two non w i t h BA s e t s and t a k i n g 
t h o pre-dotorainod f i r e equipment, and thouce by r.oans c f t h e 
p r o t e c t e d s t a i r c a s e t o the scsne o f t h o f i r e , 

(d) i n i t i a t e any e v a c u a t i o n noasuroa n e c e s s a r y , or cormonce t o t a c k l e 
t h e i n c i d e n t by ho so l i n o f e d by tho r i s i n g -wiin. 
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The r e m a i n d e r o f t h e f i r s t a t t e n d a n c e p e r s o n n e l w i l l s -

check t h o w a t e r supply f o r f i r e f i g h t i n g ; 
check l a n d i n g v a l v e s ; 
support f i r e f i g h t i n g crow; 
undertake occupant c o n t r o l 5 
chock f l o o r s above and below f i r e , and a s s i s t w i t h salvage work. 

Regard s h o u l d be p a i d t o p o s s i b l e e f f e c t s o f w i n d ( i i a n u a l o f F i r e n a n s h i p 
P a r t 6a - Piigcts 143-144)0 
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I t i s i n p o r t a n t t h a t f i r e s e r v i c e access roads t o b l o c k s o f dwellings s h o u l d 
be k e p t c l e a r and u n o b s t r u c t e d t o a l l o w access o f t h e f i r e b r i g a d e and o t h e r 
emergencg v e h i c l e s a t a l l t i n e s , 

I I I T I B 3V3rif OF A FIhE, HOgEVSR SMALL, GALL THE FIR3 3RIGAD3 IhltkDlATSLY, 
as follovn-;: • 

. ( i n s e r t c a l l i n g p r o c e d u r e ) . 
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FORK OF ADVICii TO 07:.~;R3 AliD OCCUPIERS 

A suggested f o m o f a d v i c e t o o-.-mers and o c c u p i e r s I s g i v e n Tselow. The f o r m o f 
a d v i c e r e f e r s only to s p e c i f i c i t c ; 5 S as t h e y r e l a t e to f l a t s and mad so n e t Ues a n 
does n o t a t t e n p t t o d e a l vzith g e n e r a l f i r e p r e c a u t i o n s . I f l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s , . 
o t h e r h o u s i n g a g e n c i e s , and owners f e e l t h a t n o r e e n t c n e i v e a d v i c e on f i r e 
p r e c a u t i o n s s h o u l d be made a v a i l a b l e , t h i s i n f o r a a t i c n can be o b t a i n e d frora the 
f i r e a u t h o r i t y . 

T h i s b u i l d i n g has been designed and c o n s t r u c t e d to p r o v i d e adoounte s a f e t y f o r a 
i t s occupants i n t h s event o f f i r o . I t i s i m p o r t a n t to rer a e n t c r , however, t h a t 
a f i r e breaks out i n y o u r d w e l l i n g y o u r s a f e t y v a i l depend upon your a b i l i t y to 
l e a v e by the f r o n t door, ( u n l e s s t h e d u e l l i n g i s p r o v i d e d w i t h another r o u t e to 
s a f e t y . ) The • f o l l o w i n g i n s t r u c t i o n s a r e t h e r e f o r e VSRY IkPORT.iKT, 

Au. TTi-.dg 

Keep t h e passayes and h a l l c l e a r o f o b s t r u c t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y o f 
c o n b u s t i b l e goods and any f o r n o f "naked-flanwf 1 h e a t i n g . 

Use' the g-oens o n l y f o r t h e purpose f o r which t h e y wore i n t e n d e d , eg 
s l e e p i n g , c o o k i n g , e t c , n o t f o r s t o r a g e o r as -workshops, 

J L i i ^ - ' • ^RtlAkS OwT Tw YOU?. D'.n-XLIKG: 

1, Leave the a f f e c t e d room at_once, t o g e t h e r w i t h any o t h e r o c c u p a n t s , and 
c l o s e t i i e door, 

2, Do n o t s t a y behind t o p u t ou t the f i r e u n l e s s you a r e sure you can do 
so s a f e l y , 

3, A l e r t occupants o f o t h e r rooms i n th e d w e l l i n g , 

4* Leave t h s d w e l l i n g , c l o s i n g t h e f r o n t d o o r , and g i v e t h e a l a r n (see b e l o w ) . 
Use t h e s t a i r s , n o t t h s l i f t . B a l c o n i e s s h o u l d n o t be used u n l e s s t h e y 
f o r n p a r t o f an escape r o u t e , 

FlRg IS jfrift-ATT OA Rg'pQRTL-'D gISgJHgRSi 

You w i l l n o r m a l l y be s a f e t o s t a y w i t h i n y o u r f l a t . You s h o u l d c l o s e 
doors and windows, b u t I n th e u n l i k e l y event o f saoke or h e a t e n t e r i n g 
the f l a t b e f o r e you a r c a b l e to do so, l e a v e a t once c l o s i n g doors 
b e n i n d you. 

You any have c o n f i d e n c e t h a t you w i l l be s a f e i f t h i s i s done and i t i s 
your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to o t h e r o c c u n i e r s t o do so. • 
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Most f i r e s i n f l a t s a r e caused by c a r e l e s s n e s s o r misuse o f a p p l i a n c e s , 
u s u a l l y by one o r jnoro o f the f o l l o v r i n g : 

C a r e l e s s use o f r a t c h e s and smoking m a t e r i a l s 
C a r e l e s s use o f c o o k i n g a p p l i a n c e s 
A i r i n g o f c l o t h e s and o t h e r c o m b u s t i b l e n a t e r i a l s c l o s e t o 

s o u r c e s o f heat such as r a d i a n t , s t o r a g e and cenveefcor h e a t e r s 
Absence o f adequate f i r e guards 
C h i l d r e n p l a y i n g w i t h f i r e 
D e f e c t i v e and i n a d e q u a t e sex-vicing o f domestic a p p l i a n c e s 

i n c l u d i n g e l e c t r i c b l a n k e t s 
Use and s i t i n g o f p o r t a b l e h e a t e r s c l o s e t o f u r n i t u r e and c u r t a i n s 
F a i l u r e t o d i s c o n n e c t r a d i o , TV s e t s and o t h e r e l e c t r i c a l a p p l i a n c e s 

a t n i g h t o r when away f r o m home 
Unsafe s i t i n g or misuse o f p a r a f f i n h e a t e r s (see p a r a g r a p h below) 
C o v e r i n g o f s t o r a g e and c o n v e c t o r h e a t e r s , thus r e s t r i c t i n g t h e 

n e c e s s a r y f r e e c i r c u l a t i o n o f a i r . 

USil CF PORTABLE HPIATFRS 

The e n t r a n c e , l o b b y and c o r r i d o r o f a f i a t o r r.aisonetfce i s t h e normal escape 
r o u t e i n t h e event o f f i r e and i t i s t h e r e f o r e most i m p o r t a n t t i v x t p o r t a b l e 
h e a t e r s a r e n o t s i t e d i n t h e s e a r e a s . A l l t y p e s o f p o r t a b l e h e a t e r s can 
c o n s t i t u t e a f i r e r i s k i f t h e y a r e n o t used c o r r e c t l y and m a i n t a i n e d i n good 
w o r k i n g o r d e r , n a n u f a c t u r e r s i n s t r u c t i o n s s h o u l d always be f o l l o w e d . 

P a r a f f i n h e a t e r s s h o u l d be p o s i t i o n e d so t h a t t h e y cannot be knocked o v e r o r 
be s u b j e c t t o d r a u g h t s , and never f i l l e d o r c a r r i e d w h i l s t a l i g h t . S p e c i a l 
c a r e . s h o u l d be t a k e n i n the use o f p o r t a b l e h e a t e r s u s i n g b o t t l e d gas 
p a r t i c u l a r l y when changing gas c y l i n d e r s , 

FIR5 rRgSIg;Il-J?,t, ,?3L?-CI0SIj;jffr'ppCftS 

F i r e r e s i s t i n g , s e l f - c l o s i n g doors can be f o u n d i n most p a r t s o f t h i s b u i l d i n g 
i n c l u d i n g t h e e n t r a n c e doors t o a i l f l a t s and n a i s c n e t t s s and d o o r s t o s t a i r ­
ways and c o r r i d o r s , and i n moot rooms i n each f l a t o r m a i s o n e t t e . These d o o r ^ ^ 
a r e p r o v i d e d t o a r r e s t t h e s p r e a d o f f i r e and smoke anu i-i'ddT B3 K3PT 
CL033D. 

I'iake sure t h a t t h e s e l f - c l o s i n g mechaniems on doors i n y o u r d w e l l i n g a r e 
e f f e c t i v e a t a l l t i m e s ; i f n o t , r e p o r t any d e f e c t s t o t h o P o r t e r , 
C a r e t a k e r , L a n d l o r d , o r t o y o u r l o c a l H ousing A u t h o r i t y , 

B e f o r e r e t i r i n g , or when l e a v i n g t h e d w e l l i n g unoccupied, c l o s e and l a t c h 
as many doors i n your home as i s p r a c t i c a b l e as t h i s w i l l h e l p t o p r e v e n t 
the spread o f f i r e . 

ARUSR OF FJR3 PIGHTtRg UvTJIH-iEH'jL 

F i r e f i g h t i n g .equipment ( i n t h o form o f f i r e mains and, o u t l e t s ) i s i n s t a l l e d 
i n . t h i s b u i l d i n g , itake i t y o u r business t o see t h a t ouch equipment i s n o t 
i n t e r f e r e d w i t h . I f you f i n d i t a p p a r e n t l y damaged, pl e a s e r e p o r t t h i s 
I m m e d i a t e l y . 
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A P P A U D I K A 

c.-i:i:;G 0:iOu? ON F I I U S S A A : ^ ! I I ; H I G H R I S S S L O C K S O F L L A T S 

A : R : I R S K I P 

r X L H o l l a n d , CB3 Qi'SI'l (Chairman) I K C h i e f I n s p e c t o r o f F i r e S e r v i c e s 
r 3 T ilayvrard, OBS KPFSH MI I n s p e c t o r o f F i r e S e r v i c e s 
r P G Robinson " " " 
r S S I Svans Homo O f f i c e F i r e ReDartment 

i Soden ii ir I I tr 

r J Jackson, OBS I E I n s p e c t o r o f F i r e S e r v i c e s (Sec 
r T R A a t k i n s C h i e f F i r o O f f i c e r of 'Derbyshire, r e p r e s e n t i n g ' 

A s s o c i a t i o n o f County C o u n c i l s 
r G 2 McCoy, QF3T-1 C h i e f F i r s O f f i c e r o f Sou t h Y o r k s h i r e , r e p r s s e n t i r 

A s s o c i a t i o n of Ketropclifcan A u t h o r i t i e s 
^ ^ r . ',/ C a r t e r G r e a t e r London C o u n c i l (from t h e Department of 

A r c h i t e c t u r e and C i v i c D e s i g n ) . 
r .r Jones, CFSM ' F i remaster o f Ta y s i d o , r e p r e s e n t i n g C o n v e n t i o n o f 

i S c o t t i s h L o c a l A u t h o r i t i e s 
•c H S V; h i t taker A s s i s t a n t C h i e f F i r e O f f i c e r , G r e a t e r F a n e h e s i e r 

r a p r e s e n t i n g C h i e f ana A s s i s t a n t C h i e f F i r e 
O f f i c e r s A s s o c i a t i o n 

r A '.i B e c k e t t ^ A s s i s t a n t C h i e f F.ira O f f i c e r , D e r b y s h i r e , 
r e p r e s e n t i n g K a t i c n a l A s s o c i a t i o n of F i r e 
O f f i c e r s 

r F G l e d h i l l • A s s i s t a n t D i v i s i o n a l O f f i c e r , Rest Y o r k s h i r e 
f i r e S e r v i c e , r e p r e s e n t i n g F i r a B r i g a d e s Union 

• r Gi R LocV.ycr, QFSFL* C h i e f d i r e O f f i c e r o f L e i c e s t e r s h i r e , , r e p r e s e n t i n g 
I n s t i t u t i o n of F i r o Engineers 

r 0- n R Cooke F i r e Research S t a t i o n 
l l d a y , 033 QFSFi A s s i s t a n t C h i e f F i r e O f f i c e r , r e p r e s e n t i n g 

London F i r e B r i g a d e 
r J FcAdam ( S e c r e t a r y ) Homo O f f i c e F i r e Department 

R e t i r e d as A s s i s t a n t C h i e f O f f i c e r w h i l s t s e r v i n g on group. 

Succeeded by i l r T 3 Robinson A s s i s t a n t C h i e f F i r e O f f i c e r , Hampshire 

Succeeded by F r D J Rood Heme O f f i c e F i r e Department 

n a d d i t i o n t h e f o l l o w i n g attendad meetings on b e h a l f o f c e r t a i n nsmbors:-
F.r I) t J i l s o n ( f o r Mr Jackson) 
F r D Ryde ( f o r Mr Ra'tkino) 

( f o r Rr FcCcy) 

CTAR00000006 0011 CTAR00000006/11


