
BBA Certification and what it means 

A BBA Cer t i f i ca te is a n expression of our op in ion as to a cons t ruc t ion p r o d u c t 
or system's fitness for use in respec t of its i n t e n d e d purpose. Cer t i f icates a re 
not m a n d a t o r y bu t are used by our Cer t i f i ca te holders as i n d e p e n d e n t 
e v i d e n c e of their p roduc ts ' suitabil ity for their s ta ted use. As such, our 
investigat ions cove r all re levant aspects of the p roduc t ' s p e r f o r m a n c e , 
inc lud ing the re levant Building Regulat ions, the manu fac tu r i ng process, 
physical propert ies a n d the prac t icab i l i t y of installation. 

The Cert i f icates descr ibe the p roduc ts ' p e r f o r m a n c e in such a w a y as to g ive 
a po ten t ia l specif ier the in fo rmat ion they n e e d in order to m a k e a j u d g e m e n t 
as to w h e t h e r or not a p r o d u c t is sui table for a par t icu lar instal lat ion. Not all 
p roduc ts are suitable for every s i tuat ion. The Cert i f icate is no t a ' g u a r a n t e e ' 
a n d does not , a n d c a n n o t , re late to indiv idual buildings. It is t he specif ier 's 
a n d installer's responsibility to use the in format ion c o n t a i n e d wi th in the 
Cer t i f i ca te to d e c i d e if it is a p p r o p r i a t e for their bu i ld ing. 

You c a n f ind ou t more a b o u t this a n d the BBA f rom our webs i te ; 

w w w . b b a c e r t s . c o . u k 

BBA Statement relating to all enquiries regarding BBA certification and the fire 

testing of products 

In -depth t e c h n i c a l assessments a re car r ied out prior to issuing a Cer t i f i ca te 
a n d the assessment work car r ied ou t will d e p e n d on the na tu re of t he 
p r o d u c t a n d its i n t e n d e d use. These assessments are not restr ic ted to test ing, 
but of course tests d o form a n impor tan t par t of the process. 

The BBA has its o w n test labora to ry , bu t w e also a c c e p t test reports f rom 
other laborator ies, subject to these m e e t i n g publ ic ly ava i l ab le cr i ter ia. 

In the case of fire, w e d o not car ry ou t this t ype of testing a n d will only 
a c c e p t d a t a suppl ied f rom UKAS a c c r e d i t e d fire laborator ies, such as the BRE 
or Exova (previously known as Warr ington) . 
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Frequently asked questions relating to Grenfell Tower. 

Q l . What is the status of a BBA cer t i f icate? 

A. BBA Cert i f icates a re a n i n d e p e n d e n t s ta tement of a p roduc t ' s fitness for its 
i n tended purpose, w h e n used as descr ibed a b o v e . They a re not m a n d a t o r y 
a n d so are used by our clients to a id a c c e p t a n c e by industry stakeholders 
such as specifiers, cont rac tors a n d bui lding con t ro l . 

Q2. Were the reviews of Reynobond sufficiently t ho rough? Has the Cert i f icate 
rema ined the same since 2008 or have there b e e n a m e n d m e n t s to it? 

A. Our fire assessments are b a s e d on the requi rements of t he nat iona l 
Building Regulations a n d the reviews have i n c l u d e d a n assessment of the 
current status of those Regulations a n d whe ther there h a v e b e e n any 
changes to the re levant requirements. Had any u p d a t e s b e e n m a d e to the 
requirements, w e w o u l d carry out a reassessment o f Cer t i f i ca tes ' 
c o m p l i a n c e , but w e d o not be l ieve tha t any such a m e n d m e n t s to the 
nat ional Building Regulat ions h a v e b e e n m a d e . 

The Cert i f icate has r e m a i n e d in its current fo rm since issue in 2008; as s ta ted 
a b o v e there h a v e b e e n no signif icant Regulatory c h a n g e s t h a t w o u l d h a v e 
required a Reissue of t he Cer t i f icate . 

We c a n conf i rm t h a t Cer t i f i ca te 08/4510, R e y n o b o n d Arch i tec tu re Wall 
C l add ing Panels, has b e e n the subject of regular three year ly reviews by the 
BBA since its issue. 

UPDATE 4 t h August 2017: s e e Q&A14 for updated position. 

Q3. Reynobond issues g u i d a n c e on the use of the PE fi l led panels over 
buildings 18 metres ta l l . That g u i d a n c e does not a p p e a r to b e r e p e a t e d in 
the Cert i f icate? 

A. Cert i f icates a re i n t e n d e d to prov ide the in format ion t ha t w o u l d be 
requi red by a n e x p e r i e n c e d a n d c o m p e t e n t bu i ld ing professional to m a k e a 
j u d g e m e n t as to their suitability for a part icular l oca t i on , as d e f i n e d in the 
Building Regulat ions. The Cer t i f icate makes no re fe rence t o sui table areas of 
use as w e c a n n o t b e a w a r e of the specif ic c i r cumstances a n d specif icat ions 
tha t will app l y in e a c h case . 

Please also refer t o t h e BBA s ta tement a b o v e . 

UPDATE 4 t h August 2017: s e e Q&A14 for updated position. 
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Q4. Some p e o p l e see BBA cer t i f icates as a "passport" for a bu i ld ing mater ia l ; if 
bui ld ing cont ro l sees tha t a p r o d u c t has a BBA cer t i f i ca te they feel it is safe to 
use. Do y o u consider R e y n o b o n d PE safe to use? 

A. The w o r d i n g of every BBA Cer t i f i ca te is indiv idual to t h a t p r o d u c t a n d 
chosen so tha t a bu i ld ing professional c a n m a k e a n i n f o rmed dec is ion . Unlike 
a passport, the c o n t e n t is not the s a m e in e a c h case a n d e a c h Cer t i f i ca te 
should b e read wi th c a r e a n d j u d g e m e n t be fore mak ing a dec is ion as to 
whe the r or not the p r o d u c t is sui table for use in a par t icu lar a p p l i c a t i o n . 

We s tand by the w o r d i n g of the R e y n o b o n d Cer t i f icate bu t w o u l d emphasise 
tha t it needs to b e used in the w a y tha t it is i n tended a n d no t as a b lanke t 
assurance tha t a p r o d u c t is a c c e p t a b l e for all c i rcumstances . 

Q5. Wha t are the impl icat ions for non-cer t i f ied produc ts tha t m a y h a v e b e e n 
used in Grenfel l Tower? 

A. The BBA assesses a n d certif ies speci f ic products for speci f ic purposes. Our 
Cert i f icates are not m a n d a t o r y so w e c a n only assess those p roduc ts tha t are 
b rough t to us by our cl ients. Should a p roduc t not b e cer t i f ied by us, or should 
a cer t i f ied p r o d u c t b e used for a purpose other t han t ha t spec i f ied in the 
Cer t i f icate , w e h a v e no k n o w l e d g e of its p e r f o r m a n c e a n d so c a n n o t 
c o m m e n t on its suitability for t ha t app l i ca t i on . 

Q6. Wha t sort of fire tests w e r e car r ied out on Reynobond panels prior to issue 
of the Cer t i f icate? 

A. We h a v e e x a m i n e d test reports for b o t h versions of the p a n e l c o v e r e d by 
the Reynobond Cer t i f i ca te , as desc r i bed in sect ion 6.1 of the Cer t i f i ca te . 

The s tandard version a c h i e v e d a B-s2, dO rat ing to the European S tandard BS 
EN 13501-1: 2002 a n d the FR g r a d e a B-sl, dO classif icat ion w h e n tes ted to the 
same Standard . 

The S tandard version w a s also tes ted to the British Standards BS 476-6: 1989 
a n d to BS 476-7: 1997. W h e n t a k e n toge ther , this means tha t this p r o d u c t c a n 
also b e ca tego r i zed as Class 0 by the Building Regulat ions. 

As y o u m a y know, the rat ing systems are entirely separa te , b u t the Building 
Regulations def ine the permissible areas of use of c l a d d i n g mater ia ls by 
re fe rence to b o t h systems. 
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Q7. li has b e e n repo r ted tha t there have b e e n other fires involv ing c l a d d i n g 
a round the wo r l d . Why hasn ' t the BBA d o n e any th ing to c h a n g e the UK 
Building Regulat ions in l ight of other fires? 

A. The BBA is not a l aw-mak ing b o d y or a regulator . It is a ma t te r for the 
Gove rnmen t to d e c i d e whe the r the nat iona l Building Regulat ions should b e 
c h a n g e d as a result of, for examp le , fires in o ther countr ies. Were the 
Gove rnmen t to c h a n g e the nat iona l Building Regulat ions, the BBA w o u l d 
c h a n g e its assessments to c o m p l y wi th any n e w lega l requi rements. We are 
not a w a r e tha t any such changes have b e e n m a d e . 

Q8. M a n y p e o p l e , inc lud ing employees of Loca l Authori t ies a n d Housing 
Associations m a y not h a v e h e a r d of BBA Cert i f icates or k n o w h o w to use 
t h e m . Wha t h a v e you d o n e to he lp inform p e o p l e ? 

A. All our Cert i f icates are publ ic ly ava i lab le v ia our webs i te a t 
www.bbace r t s . co .uk . Also, w e h a v e wr i t ten to 523 Loca l Authorit ies a n d 
Housing Associat ions invit ing t h e m to c o n t a c t us for a d v i c e or to respond to 
any queries tha t t hey m a y have . 

Q9. Why is R e y n o b o n d still cert i f ied by the BBA desp i te A rcon i c w i thd raw ing 
sales a n d conce rns over its role in the Grenfel l Tower fire? 

A. We h a v e b e e n a t t e m p t i n g to c o n t a c t t he Cer t i f i ca te ho lder to clarify 
cer ta in key facts a n d w e will review our posit ion in l ight of t ha t in format ion. 

For the t ime b e i n g , the Cer t i f icate remains va l id as w e cons ider tha t the 
p roduc t remains fit for purpose, p rov ided tha t it is used in a c c o r d a n c e wi th 
the terms of the Cer t i f i ca te a n d wi th the requi rements of the nat ional Building 
Regulations. For clarity, this clearly does not m e a n it is sui table for use in all 
situations a n d all Cert i f icates require tha t a j u d g e m e n t is m a d e on a case by 
case basis by a suitably expe r i enced a n d c o m p e t e n t bu i ld ing professional. 

UPDATE 4 t h August 2017: We have co r responded wi th A rcon ic w h o h a v e 
con f i rmed to us tha t they h a v e not w i t h d r a w n sales a n d con t i nue t o offer 
Reynobond PE a n d FR to the market . We s tand by our response as desc r ibed 
in Q & A 4 a b o v e a n d will k e e p our posit ion under rev iew. 

UPDATE 22 s t September 2017: We have rece i ved c o r r e s p o n d e n c e f rom 
Arcon ic w h o h a v e n o w clar i f ied to us tha t t hey c o n t i n u e to of fer Reynobond 
PE in the UK only for non-arch i tec tura l app l i ca t ions , w h i c h are outside BBA 
Cert i f icate 08/4510. They con t inue to offer R e y n o b o n d FR for arch i tec tura l 
appl icat ions a n d the Cer t i f icate will b e a m e n d e d acco rd i ng l y . 
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Q10. Concerns h a v e also b e e n raised for ofher types of c l a d d i n g w i th a 
similar low fire risk score a n d ac t i ve cer t i f icat ion by you inc lud ing a l u b o n d , 
v i t rabond , elval co lour c l a d d i n g , CEP, Ca rea . 

Will you b e rev iewing the cer t i f ica t ion of any of these mater ia ls in the near 
future? 

A. As s ta ted a b o v e , the Cert i f icates remain va l id as w e cons ider tha t the 
products remain fit for purpose, p rov ided that they are used in a c c o r d a n c e 
wi th the terms of the Cer t i f i ca te in quest ion a n d w i th t he requ i rements of the 
nat iona l Building Regulat ions. For clarity, this c lear ly does no t m e a n they are 
suitable for use in all situations a n d all Cert i f icates require tha t a j u d g e m e n t is 
m a d e on a case by c a s e basis by a suitably e x p e r i e n c e d a n d c o m p e t e n t 
bui ld ing professional. 

We will con t inue to rev iew their status as in format ion b e c o m e s ava i lab le such 
as f rom the off ic ia l enqui ry a n d other author i ta t ive a n d responsible sources. 

The BBA c a n n o t arbitrari ly c h a n g e the law of the l and b u t w e will of course 
c o m p l y wi th any fu ture a m e n d m e n t s to the nat iona l Building Regulat ions. 

UPDATE 4 t h August 2017: s e e Q&A14 for updated position. 

Q11. Will you b e o f fer ing u p d a t e d g u i d a n c e on w h a t "fit for i n t e n d e d use" 
means in l ight of the Grenfel l t r agedy? 

A. Each Cer t i f icate must b e cons idered speci f ical ly in the c o n t e x t of e a c h 
bui ld ing for w h i c h its use is b e i n g cons idered . Therefore, w e h a v e wr i t ten to 
over 500 loca l authori t ies a n d housing associations invit ing t h e m to c o n t a c t 
us for bespoke a d v i c e c o n c e r n i n g any queries tha t they m igh t h a v e a b o u t a 
p roduc t ' s fitness for its i n t e n d e d use. 

It is c lear ly of p a r a m o u n t i m p o r t a n c e that users of BBA Cert i f icates 
unders tand the purpose of Cert i f icates a n d the w a y in w h i c h t hey should b e 
used. Cert i f icates a re i n t e n d e d for the bui ld ing professional, no t the casual 
user, a n d as such these individuals should b e a w a r e of their responsibilities. 
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Q12. Is it t rue tha t the BBA has issued a Cer t i f i ca te to Kingspan Kool therm K15, 
as recent ly ident i f ied as a c o m p o n e n t used in the Grenfel l Tower 
construct ion? 

A. The BBA has issued Cert i f icate 14/5134, Product Sheet 7, for this p roduc t , 
wh ich has b e e n assessed for use as external therma l insulation on n e w a n d 
existing steel f r ame or masonry walls, in associat ion wi th a ra inscreen 
c l a d d i n g . 

As desc r ibed in sect ion 8 of the Cer t i f icate, the use of the p r o d u c t is restr icted 
to bui ldings of up to 18m in height, unless the speci f ic const ruct ion in quest ion 
has either m e t all of the criteria g iven in BRE Report BR135, inc lud ing a full-
scale fire test, or has b e e n the subject of a fire eng ineer ing assessment by a 
suitably e x p e r i e n c e d a n d c o m p e t e n t ind iv idua l . 

The BBA has not assessed the p roduc t for use in con junc t i on wi th any o ther 
insulation mate r ia l . 

A c o p y of the Cer t i f i ca te c a n be d o w n l o a d e d f rom the BBA webs i te by 
fo l lowing the link be low : 

h t tp : / /www.bbacer ts .co.Uk/Cer t i f i ca teFi les /51/5134PS7i 1 a 16112015.pdf 

Q13. Why d o you state tha t the fire p e r f o r m a n c e q u o t e d in some Cert i f icates 
m a y no t b e a c h i e v e d by all colours of the panels a n d the classif ication of a 
par t icu lar co lour should b e con f i rmed by c o m m e n t or test ing by a UKAS 
a c c r e d i t e d labora to ry? 

A. The p e r f o r m a n c e a c h i e v e d in fire testing is i n f l uenced by the co lour 
chosen. The e f f ec t is normal ly only of minor s ign i f i cance, bu t if a par t icu lar 
p r o d u c t is c lose to the border b e t w e e n classif ications, t w o di f ferent colours 
cou ld potent ia l ly a c h i e v e di f ferent ratings. 

In some Cert i f icates, suff icient d a t a are ava i l ab le to e n a b l e us to m a k e a 
s ta tement tha t covers all of the colours in the r a n g e . However , in other cases, 
only a single co lour has b e e n tested a n d so the results q u o t e d are 
representat ive of w h a t c a n be a c h i e v e d by the p roduc t , bu t m a y not cove r 
the who le range . In these cases, the p e r f o r m a n c e of the co lour to b e used 
on a bu i ld ing must b e assessed on a case by case basis a n d po ten t ia l users 
should a p p r o a c h the Cert i f icate ho lder for con f i rmat ion of the a p p r o p r i a t e 
fire ra t ing for tha t co lour . 

The BBA's po l i cy is to m o v e to a posit ion w h e r e the p e r f o r m a n c e q u o t e d will 
cover all colours in the range, but in the transit ional per iod the process 
desc r ibed a b o v e should b e fo l l owed . 
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Q14. Why has the BBA re-issued 9 Cert i f icates for A lumin ium Compos i te 
Mater ia l C l a d d i n g Cert i f icates? 

A In early 2017, t he BBA b e g a n to highl ight a n d m a k e c learer in A C M 
C ladd ing Cert i f icates the requ i rement to a d h e r e to the na t iona l Building 
Regulations, par t icu lar ly w i th regard to a d v i c e a b o u t he ight restrictions. 
Following the Grenfel l Tower fire, w e have d e c i d e d to a c c e l e r a t e tha t 
highl ight ing process a n d no t wa i t for the usual rev iew a n d re-issue cyc le tha t 
e a c h Cer t i f i ca te per iod ica l l y goes th rough. We must m a k e clear, this was a 
pre-existing requ i rement of the nat iona l Building Regulat ions a n d w e h a v e 
not a d d e d any requ i remen t tha t was not a l ready there be fo re the Grenfel l 
Tower fire. 

Q15. Why w a s n ' t this re-issue exercise d o n e be fo re the Grenfel l Tower fire? 

A The process h a d c o m m e n c e d before the Grenfel l Tower fire wi th the first 
Cert i f icate w i th the h igh l igh ted word ing b e i n g issued in Apri l 2017. Rather 
than awa i t the no rma l rev iew a n d re-issue cyc l e , w e h a v e d e c i d e d to 
exped i te re-issues to ensure tha t all Cer t i f icate holders a n d users have this key 
issue h igh l igh ted for t h e m . 

Q16. Why w a s n ' t this re-issue exercise d o n e sooner af ter the fire? 

A There has b e e n a lot of c o m m e n t a b o u t the possible causes of the t r a g e d y 
a n d in our j u d g e m e n t , it is app rop r ia te to highl ight the Cer t i f i ca te 
requirements tha t re la te to nat iona l Building Regulat ions i.e. tha t cer ta in 
products should no t b e used a b o v e 18 metres (unless speci f ic condi t ions 
have b e e n m e t ) . We must m a k e clear, this w a s a pre-exist ing requ i rement of 
the na t iona l Building Regulat ions a n d w e h a v e no t a d d e d any requ i rement 
that was not a l r e a d y there . Rather, w e are h ighl ight ing a requ i rement tha t 
was in the Regulat ions a l ready . 

Q17. Were the Cer t i f icates i naccu ra te be fo re this re-issue? 

A No. R e y n o b o n d a n d other A C M C l a d d i n g Cert i f icates w e r e , a n d rema in , 
a c c u r a t e . Our in tent ion is to highl ight the 18-metre he ight restriction 
requ i rement for bu i ld ing professionals a n d o ther Cer t i f i ca te users. This 
requ i rement was in the na t iona l Building Regulat ions a l r e a d y a n d is not a 
new requ i rement . 
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Q18. Why has the re ference to NHBC c h a n g e d on recent ly issued BBA 
Cert i f icates? 

A Fol lowing consul tat ion wi th a n u m b e r of our key partners, the BBA has 
revised a n u m b e r of s tandard s ta tements wi th in our Cert i f icates. The n e w 
statements are des igned to improve clarity. 

Please no te t ha t the changes to the NHBC Standards c o m p l i a n c e s ta temen t 
does not r e d u c e the accep tab i l i t y of BBA Cert i f ied products o n homes 
registered w i th NHBC. 

Q19. If a n y o n e has queries w h o should they c o n t a c t ? 

A. Please c o n t a c t us via c l ientserv ices@bbacerts.co.uk. 
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