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Fire testing external cladding 
BRE's fire division (FRS) recently completed the commissioning on their new external cladding testing fa 
located in BRE's purpose built fire test hall. 

The test facility is designed to investigate the fire performance of building fa9ades at a realistic scale. It is 
with a main face 2.8m wide and includes an internal return wall (shown in the photograph) 1.5m deep. 

The test facility and supporting guidance have been developed by FRS following a large scale research f 
that has resulted in the publication ofthe second edition of BR 135, Fire Performance of External Thermi 
for Walls of Multi-Storey Buildings, which looks into the potential risk of fire spread in buildings by way of 

The new facility allows assessment of the fire behaviour of non-load bearing exterior wall assemblies, inc 
external wall insulation systems and curtain walling. Tests can be carried out to the new British Standard 
part 1 : 2002 and the latest draft of BS 8414 part 2, the development of which resulted from the FRS rose 
programme. 

Such tests are of particular value when systems are designed to meet the guidance given in documents ; 
BRE guidance note BR135, and can be used as an alternative to the requirements ofthe 2000 edition of 
Document B (Fire Safety) of the Building Regulations in circumstances in which they cannot be met. 

A seminar is being held at BRE, Garston on 27 t t l April 2004 to introduce the test facility and discuss the 
surrounding the potential risk of fire spread via external cladding systems. 

For more information contact Pauline Aitchison at FRS: T e l | | E - m a i l aitchisonptajbre 

FRS is a world-class research-based consultancy and testing company, dedicated to providing fire and ri 
ofthe highest quality and professionalism, www.bre.co.uk/frs 

Please contact BRE Global (E: engulries&breglobal.co.uk T: + | | / ' f you are readi 
press release past the issue date, for an update on specific product or service content. 
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