
IN ’rite GRENFELL TOWER INQUl~Y 

FIRST WITNESS STATEMENT OF 

GENARO ILA.TOON 

I. GENARO BATOON, bOB1, previously of flat 146 Gronfell Tov.~r. Ch.’enfell 

Ro~, ~on. WI] ITQ. ~o Bi~bcrg Pe~rce L~ 14 l~wm~s Su~t~ London. NWI 7HJ~ 

WILL SAY ~ fo~ows: 

I. [ am f~m Dingras, [loons Notre in the Philippines and have lived in thv UK since 

September 2009. 

2. I make this statement for the purposes ofthe O~nfoll Tower Inquiry. I have given 

slaternenls ~o the 1~ol1¢� to ~i~;t them in their investigattons. I do not wi~h |~ have 

these statements submitted ~ evidence Iv this inquiry. 

1 moved int~ flat 146 on l~.v 17tt~ floor of Grenfell ’Yawm" in Aunt 20~6, ~� flat 

belong~ to I~y C~o, also ~wn m Vir~dio C~o, who w~ my I~dlord and 

who I liv~ ~th. I ~ve ~own ~ ~m~ 2015, ~d w~ m*t ~ we worked m l~ 

~e pla~. ~ ~d fiv~ M ~e tim thr a king ~tme, ~ ~ a dau~, 

C~istabd. S~ acm~es ~y~ at Ih~ I1~ as~lly d~g ~e ~ds. ~8 

gkl~ead, Elisa R~ya al~ ~etimes stayed at ~e ~t. 

LIVING IN GR~NI~LL TOWER 

4 Flai 146 k~d two (~) bed¢ooms, One was my bedroom and the other bedroom was 

Larry’s, My bedrt~nn was ~pposite lb_¢ front door, Larr~’~ was ne;~t ~,,.=. m~ne �losest to 
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the kitohen and living ~trea. The kitchen ~ living area was open plan and the~e is a 

hat.broom and a separate l~i!¢t laex| to the kilehetx ~ is a~o a ~lor~e area ne~ tile 

front door. l have drawn n diagram of the fl~ ~ayoat ~ 1 ~bit ~h~ ~ GBi01, ~ 

¯ is dia~am Bedroom 1 was ]~’s ~d B~a~n~ 2 was my ~r~m. On ~e 

I ~ave also ~o~n in ~ pea ~ ~llon of ~ ~ ~t night, 

The bedn~rms in the fl~ were on the same sit~ a~ ate school - Kensingioct 

Aldr~dge Academy (KAA). The living andkilt~en area was ou the same side 

ihe Kensington and Che|.~ea Leistme Centre (KALC). T~ere were windows in my 

bedroom, Larry’s bndroom, arid t!le living and kit�hoe ar~a. 

On the 1Tb floor d~ere were four flal~. 1 don~ know the flat attmbers of the other 

flai~ on my floor. ] don’t know anyone else thai lived ~n the tower or on thal floor. 

I knew .~orne fac*~ but I derdt know I’mn)�~ or wko other p,~ple *ere, or what flat 

or floor nurolx~r that they lived at in the tower, For ©x~mple, I recognized 2 men 

who I oonstanlly met ~t the Kensington and Chelsea Leisare Centre and in the 

lifts in the tower. We would gra~t each oth¢r but I do not know their names, fist 

or fl~r numbers. The 17~ floor had two lifts, and a stairway which you have to 

go through a door to get tMough. There is also a st~r~ or rubbish ere~ on the floor, 

There is a ~oor to this storage room also. I have provided a diagram t~ show the 

ta~,’om of the fleer and 1 exhibi| this m~ GB/02, 

2816-2017 

7. Since I lived in Gra~ffell Tower 1 was not aware of any refiarbizhraent, as 1 ~d 

nnd down a~ s~’e~t~n Ik*~ is 1oo much to walk ~p, O~len ooc of~e ]i�~ w&~ 

not wot’~ so ~ere would ~ m~nt~an~ wozk~ Ii~thg the li~ when th;7 

had broken down. 

8, There were two door~ on ate ground tloor before you enter the tower. For the first 

door yon would need to use ~ ~ey t’oh to enter. For the seeood d~or, you would 
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9. To my knowledge tb.x~re vccre no checks or repair~ do~e to ~¢ fl~ The truly ti~e 1 

do remember w~ unee when I w~ il~ my fiat and a ~ ~ el~ca] man check~ 

o~ oven. [ don’t kn~w what company h~ w~ 1~o~, La~ had l~t h~m into the flat. 

Hc eh~k~ the ~s; I th~ I lind ~en c~kiag at l~e ti~e, [ don~ ~mem~ 

s~Mg ~y~e c.hecking ~y ~ ~s in o~ flaL 

10. [ know w~ had one fire glca-m in the kitehe]~, I can’t remcamber ever hearing 

anyone else’8 fire alarms sounding. 

There ~re no sprlnklcr8 in ~ur fiat or in the tower from what 1 t~a’ve seen. [ don’t 

remember seeing any signs in the tower about what to do in the case of a fir~. No 

one has eve� spoken to me persol~ally about fire safety or what to do in the ¢~.se of 

a t~re. I do know some tire s’,ffeiy t’rom what [ have been wld at work; like not to 

use lifts if there ia a fi~e. [ don’t know what tim doors are 8o don~t [omw if any of 

the doors in ~e fiat ur lower are ftre doors. 1 do know x~t~t fire exit doors are, but 

] cannot rememha~" if there were any in the tower, 

12. The only lime 1 have seen fire exting~tlshers al Orenl~lt Tower is on the l~tnding 

near the rubb~g.~ shoot. ~here w~q one fire ex’tlnknti~her there, b~ I do hal know if 

it ~oflced. 1 Imve only ,~egm this wh¢~ 8ometlmes the claimer t~ed it to keep the 

door to the rubbizh ,~hool open, I don’t know where ~e llre ex~tingnizher~ are 

usually kepl. The door to the ,gtair,x,ay would shut by itxelf. The door to the 

rubbish shoot you weald b~vc to pull shta. 1 ~hi~k it also shut~ by itself and ! 

think it has to [~e locked with a key li’~rn the eutside. 
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13.1 do not know or ~emcmbcr seeing a box which has ’prczs button if ftrc’ anywhere 

in the building. I dan~t know whether thcfc is any button which sounds any alan-a 

to thr building in case of fire or aT oth~r cmergcncie~ 

14. The 17~ floor was g~neral~y clean, ttmre was no rubbish or any items left t:~utside 

on th~ landing. 

13. Throughout my time living in Granf’all Tower I did not kv~ow of any fire betb~e 

thi~ live happened. 

14 JUNE 2017 

16. On Tuesday 13~ June 2027 1 wus vzatehing TV in the living area with LarD" and 

Elisa. Everyti~ing seemed natural and I went to bed around lapin. 

1 7. i usually only wake up when my alarm goes off in ttte morning or if I need to 

the lavatory. For some reason, and thank G~xl, 1 woke up early at lain or 2tun (it 

wa~ now Wednesday 14/06/17). I heard some mr~ of alarm; it was more like a 

siren. 1 don~t know what alarm it was, but it was not coming from the tower, I 

woke up because of this siren, as ] cottld hear it, ~d 1 got out of bed. l 

dm~sed ~n just my white b~×er shorts and mulfi-coImtred Polo sport socks. [ left 

my room to find oul what the siren was and where it was coming fi’om, l walked 

out of my bedroom, p~,~t Larry’s ~edroom, and stood in the hallway facing the 

living area and kilchen. I was alon~ in ary bedroom when I w~ sl~piixg and 

eoutd see that l.arry and Elisa must have gone into Lan3,’s bedroom as they were 

not in :Ihe livlag area watching TV anymore. 

18. I could still hear ~e slmn gnln8 o~ 1 Calmer tell anymor© if it w~.x the kitchen fire 

alarm going off or tho sirt~ns outside, or both. I rememh~ the lights being off in 

my bedl~o~m wVmn I was sleeping and al~o in the kitchen. 1 did not turn any ]ights 

oa in the flat. 
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19. A~ I sto~ i~ the hallway~ )ust be~b~ enlmiag the ~tc~iiving a~e~ 1 s~w som~ 

so~ ol li~t. "ibis w~l~ a light from a light s~g it w~ ~ming ~m ou~id¢, 

F~m outside the w~dow~ 1 saw ~m th~ w~dow ~at th~ was f~ 

~is fire w~ on the right side of~ur kitten window, cios~ to our 

¯ c ~t ~a~ window. I co~d s~ ~=ok~ ~i~g in t~ou~ the windage. 1 could 

s~ ~ ~e window in ~e ~lch~ had not bc~ ~y clos~ sad 

o~ may~ by about 2 Mch~. I~ w~ o~n a ~¢ bit It w&x ugualb’ le~ o~n a 

Mt fur Mr and veSt,flea. 

There ,&’as smoke in the kitchet~ and living asia. The smoke was like a black 

cloud, ~d w~ thick. It smelt l~e g~. ~ smoke ~g~ to afl~¢l my ~a~ing. 

"1~ m~e ~ne t~el ne.~ous and ~ed about ~e ~¢t lhat ill i~ed ~ m~h 

smoke it may affect my h¢~, and I~d to m~ not being able go cs~pe. I stud 

th~ for a~ut a few se~ond~. The ~oke was be~nn~g to ~l the khchen ~d 

living arcs. ] w~ ~¢ the1 the flames w~ coming from o~id¢ the ~n~w ~d ~ 

~!is~ ~is w~ ~ light t~t i I~d ~n bef~o. ~� fl~es w,re red and I~kcd 

like ~e flames from a grill ] could gee~ ~e hc~ fwm the flames ~m where I 

stood. ~e fire w~ ~ming ouLsidc on fl~¢ walI and the smoke was c~ing in 

I~u#t lhe window inlo ~e k~tchen. Smoke w~ emoting the Wing ~ea too, 1 ~ 

not s~ if the wMdow or win~w~ in the liv~g ~ we~ o~n t~. 

2 I. I quickly went to Larry’s bcAroom. I started knocking on the door. They wouldn*t 

wake up: they track so long to wake up. There were rto locks on any of the iutenlal 

door~ in the flat, but [ didn’l just want t~ go inlo fll~ir bedroom out of res-pezt for 

their privacy, l was sbouting at rhem in cmr natiw language Filipino Tagalog, as 

we are all Filipino~ saying "Rays Keys" "gising" ’�May .~m~og sa bahay" 

translated as "Brother Brother" "Wake up" ’Micro is fire in the fire~’. I was 

knocking and _qhouring for so lang~ it felt like 5, 6 maybe 8 minutes. 1 was 

ntm’ting tn lose track of 6.m~. I wo.s poaicking; I thought the flix~ had originated in 

our kffchca, [ thought the fire was in our flat. 

22. At this lime I thought the fire was just in our flaL I had no idea what wa.q going on 

out~ide, l could still hear the sken. I can’t remember ill could hear anything else. 
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I d~n’t th~ [ could hear any alarms in~de o~ flnt~ and do not think | heard any 

from oth~r flaL~ or f~n~n our floor. 

24.It was maylx: now ~aoul 10- 12 minutes are[" I had frost woken ap, and 1 ~w 

.qlar~ed to heave the flat. A~ 1 was leaving Larry and Elisa were di.qcussing thi~lgs 

that vccr~ in the flaL I know L~rry ha-~ some il~’as of value in the flat. As I wag 

leaving the fiat I noticed that the fire was now in th~ kitcb.¢n and there was more 

smoke insld¢ ~� kitchen and living acca. The smoke w~s i~ow [hick~ and black~ 

than when I first saw it. There wa~ slill light in the k~ehcn, f’m not .~or¢ if the 

light switch was now on Jr. the kitchen or if it w~ still the light from the fire, 

25.After 1 had hold of my bag [ left rise flat. I drink I ~!~tt the front door (o the 

open. The IYant doo~ t~ the flat was a h~vy door, but you would uccd l~ b¢ p~d[ it 

shut for it to be closed and locked. 

26. [ could ~e when I went oat an~o the floor that there w~re peopl~ o)) the landing. 

"h~c¢ were aboui 5 7 pc~lc ~¢~. ~y wu~ ~g ~at ~’~ I aping. I ctm t 

dcs~ib¢ who I saw or x~t p~pIe I~k~ li~, at ~ ~ime t wasj~ lo~g out 

for ~y~el~ l w~ ~gng ~ ~m~n~t~g on o~ ~op[~. I ~v¢ no exac~ 

idea how many pgopl~ wgr~ a~. ~ do n~t know ifth~ s~ ~m my la~ding, 

w~t back into thdr fla~s or left. I can’t ~cm~r if(he lighL~ wv~ on or off~)n 

~ landing, ~¢rC was smoke m~ {he ~din~ less ~an what w~ ~ ~ke flat. The 

smoke mad~ it a littl~ h~der t~ ~s~ 1o ,gee peo~l~. The smoke ~om ~� 

I~dlug aff~ my broth~. ~ think [ was on ~ lm~diag l~r l~s~ ~m~ 1 ~iaute. 

"1~�r� w~ no h~t oa lh¢ landi~g. 

6 
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28. 1 thought the teaan~ on the landing m~.¢l have already been ~w~e of tim fire. 

didn’t ~uy anything ~o anyon~ ~d [ d~nq remem~r anyone s~ng to me. A~ 

went down the s~i~ l could still sme][ ~ ~moke end it smelt ofg~s. I felt like 

w~ suff~t~ but nol, lot ~t ~is fine. [ can still ~mell ~c ~ok~, bm [ could 

not see ~e smoke in the ~t~i~y. I am no~ su~ ifth~ light was on in the smi~ell, 

but it w~ ~, so mayb~ ~� li~ were o~ 

29. People passed m+ on the stairs. Thet~ were people in from of me, and some 

behind a.0, [ was walking Oov~ tim stairs. IZvc~,’one was msldl:lg their way down 

the stairs, no one was going tip. J did ant see anyone use the lift, as I did offl use 

the Lift. I could still hear ~� skin. I don’t ~ow ~r¢ it is ¢+a~g ~om, It +<ilt 

~ded like m siva not ~ al~, llke a ~liea or ~ ~+rvice siro~ 

30.1 rem~rob~r on my way d~w~ ~c~mg s Fim~igh~ hclpMg g man who Md a 

wai~g ~ck, 1 wulk~ p~ ~ m~ ~d (he ~rcfi~r m quickly make ~ way 

down ~� ~mir~. It was an cindy man wi~ a trick ~o he was wa~ing slowly 

down th¢ stai~. Ibis w~ pro~h~y a~ut the 10~ fl~>r, but I ~ not su~. i~ is an 

~dmation+ 1 don’t ~m~r scc~g ~y oflm~ !irwin ~id~ ~� t~,~ as l w~ 

h~Mg do~ lhe ~tairs. The~ wm~ enou~ room for ~(~ple to p~s Mm tikay. 

We we~ going down sin~¢ fil~, thee was no ~mmot]~ at t~s stage, l 

going do~ ~¢ s~i~ quickly. May~ i~ took lO m~u~ 
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31,I doo’t rgmembcr there being uny~hing in the way wh~-n ] wa~ going down the 

stairs, there w~re xto ubstfuctions, rm not us~uJ to tLring the stairs ~o cannot 

describe them well, I have only used rJa~ stairs one other time, mad that wa~ wheat 

both ~iffs were not wz~rking. 

32. WhJ|st I was going down the stairs there were maybe 20-30 pc~plc dlso g~ing 

down |he stlair~, l �~l’t ~ sure of fll~ ~um~r of p~lc as 1 wasn~ ~m~ttmting 

on what othc~ we~ doing. [ ea#t even d~scdb~ 

~]~thing. The oMy noise I ~mem~ h~M~ w&s the s~L ~� smoke stay~ the 

s~ for most of ~e time ~ [ wenl ~ the sl~. 

wo~ as ! wcnl ~he~ do~. I was s~ing lo cough as I ~s going do~ the 

staim~ It sta~ed t~ hua t~ M~, I ~s~ my lop to ~ver my nose 

t~t helped a bit. I can’t rememb~ l~]ing ~y ~et. 1 was fe~]ing numb. When I 

gox to ~e bottom of~e emirs I saw ~ifo~ o~rs. The f~nt d~ to exit the 

tower st the main emr~ce w~e opt. I saw [~ts of people downstairs, but I am 

not sure how m~y. 

33rAt the bottom of the stairs thoi’c was fre..sher air~ t ~cld s~t lo became ~ bit 

betty. Wh~ I got outside ~c buildin~ ~’s when I r~t~ the fire was not 

on the 17m floor, [ Iook~ at ~c ~iJding und ~w +hm ~e buiid~ng was on fi~ 

"i’hc ~iice ~d t~re mrvic~ were ~isting ~p]c to mov~ t~s ~k aw~y ~m the 

tower. I thou~t fl~e fi~ wouM ~ ~nmined; it w~s ~ one side of~ bMlding 

w~n [ ~w it. ’l~ same ~Me ~ my kimhcn ~d Jiving ~c~ the east side. 

34. ~gVhen [ got to the botttrn~ of the tower nnd omslde t~l w~ when I he~ ~ople 

s~i~ ~d shouli~g for help. ~ ~it [ ha~ ~en [h~ ~e to~ ~ the 

tile kiteh~. 1 could see oth~ ncJ~hbou~ mk(~g videos ~d phot<)~ of the buiMing~ 

’l~o~ we~ maybe 50 or so p~ple st~ding n~ ~e Leisu~ Ccmre. 
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35.Afte~ standing there for about five rnlnute~ I took one photograph of the fire. Thi~ 

photograph was taken at 01.33hrs and I exhibit this as GB/03. This shows that the 

fir~ is on 2 columns oa one side of t~ tower. This L~ ~he same si~e as ore" fiat. 1 

was a bit more thrall 20~30 melem away from the tower sianding by the Leisure 

Centr~ who~ I took that photograph. 

37° Larry, Elisa and I were in from of the Leisure Centre watching, and the poti¢,c told 

u.~ to go hack. They pitt tape up whe’ce we couldn’l stand. Some police stafflater 

38. l could s¢� 1o~ of polio* and [ir~Hghlers. I could see the firefighters couldn’t get 

to cer|ain areas ui~ the tower. I could also s¢¢ that the *’~ater hose was limited to its 

height. They could only get water on maybe Imlf o[" the building height and they 

were hashes with water only one side of the building. The same side as our 

kitchen, There were a lot of firemen but they c~uld ~ot get acCe~ all aromld the 

building. The police told ~L~ to get fulthal bach. 

As 1 was watching the fire about 3,5% of the building was on fir~, ~fill only the 

side facing the Le&ure Centre. I can’t say how long we were watching I’ar~ 1 had 

l~gt track el" time. "1he fire had now c~guli’ed the whole building. It moved 

horizontally at~d v~mieatiy. The fire were aroto~d th~ sMe where the school, the 

KAA was. the ))octh side, and then had gone everywhere very qitick/y. 

40. The police wer~ moving us bach and had told as to wait for a bus that was going 

to pick u,s np. I was in a park area watching the fire. I could hour p¢opl~ ~eom 

inside the tower shouting, ~ereaming "Help". I ~uld also stm pe~plc in their 

windows, from ahrmt the g-12th Iloor. 1 can’t desoribe thos~ peA)pie. I don’t know 

anyone who lived in the tower apart fi-om Larry, Elisa, Christshcl and as 
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mentioned above, tire 2 male resident~ who I met in t~ gym at the Kensingtut~ 

and- Chelsea Leisure Cer~tre; but I dn~’t know their names. 

41. Tiae area out~ide th~ tnw~r was busy, busy with spectators, and five engines near 

the Leisuve Centre, 1 ’.va~ in shock, ~o Iher~ were lot~ ~f things I didn’t notice. 

’[’hra~ were penple, l ~*nnot d~cfi~ whal they 1oo~ llke m" wh~c ~ey w~e~ in 

~¢ windows of the towel I did not ~c ~y of ~em ~i~ res~ed whilst ] w~ 

w~tehing~ 1 ~ember ~eing ~d he~g people in ~e ~wer who sve~ a~ve 

and ~low ~e 1 ~ floor. [ h~rd ma~ people sc~mning, ~d ~w a few ~opi� ~ 

lheir windows. I rem~bet seeing the image era ~on. l hea~ hhn ~hout~ng for 

help, ~d ~ hi~ voice [ ~ew he w~ an o~d guy. I lat~ m~t his wife who said he 

was M~o Filipino and had su~iv~. 

42. I saw some parts of the building falling off, from the same side as my kitchen, but 

not much. I remember them belug a lot of fire lrucks but they couldn’t get through 

to the tower~ The tracks couldn’t get close enough. Why wasn’t there an aerial 

route to the tower’? 

43. After waiting about 20 minutes for the bus which was p~omisad by the police for 

us to be transrmrted Ihr a relocation site, there w~ still no ~s. C~s~bel’s 

boyffi~)d ~ae a~ ~sist ~. ~ lives with his mo~er �lo~e by, near ~� Rugby 

Club. M~ La~ and Elks went ~n his house. F~om his bo~o you ~uld s~ the 

tower bu~ing from ~e b~cony. ] staye~ indoors, ] didn’t want to s~ ] text~ my 

w~k and famdy ~o tel1 th~ I am safe a~ whut had ha~aed. 

44. A lox of l’ilipines ~ho lived in Grenfell Walk and mostly nearby a~ ncighborh~g 

res/dan~ were uff~t~ ~d h~ ~o get out of ~ homes. [’~ c~� te 

C~is~bd’~ be~i~d~g mo~s house. C~a~l a~ved at ~e ho~, Sbo 

th~ked me for w~g La~ and Etisa. 

Christabo~’s b¢~yffiend’s mothar olTer~ u~ some b~c,,,tkf~sl, Chrislabel’s boyfriend 

also gave me one of his joggirtg pants to use, As I believed, I wa~ nol the landlord 

of the flat, | had no rights and I d~d not have anywhere I could stay, Elisa offered 

me her fl~ 1o s~ay in. A~er several hours of ros! a~ Elisa’s flal, ~he accompanied 

20 
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THE AFTERMATH 

46. When I wa~ at work on 16 June 2017, my ofllcagur M~ti~. Alvaro ~formed me 

t~l she ~ib~d ~me lh~ia[ assis~¢¢ in my b~ accounL 1 ~ha~ them 

~d I us~ such amour in buying other ~on~ n~s. While at work, my fdend 

Jo~ con~¢~ mc ~d asked how I was dehlg. [ w~s honest ~d told him ~g~ I 

~ a su~ivor of~¢ Grenfell Fire. U~n learning of my sia~ion~ he offc~ me 

his flat to s~y ~ ~d 1 a~d ~, After ~rL [ t~k my ~o~l ~s ~ 

Eiisa’s tim ~d mov~ to Jolm’s fl~t on ~¢ ¢v~aing ~f 16 J~¢ 2~17 ~d ~tay~ 

rhe~ until I wag b~k~ into ~e Hilton H~¢I, I learnt from ~c n¢~ and some 

fileLX~ fl~Ul lh~r~ W~e d~fions a~ the We~ay C~I~ so [ w~m th¢~ by b~ on 

S~y 18 J~. ] ~aughl ~t was ~ only ~ssi~1~ce I co~d goL Wh~ [ got 

th~, L got s~me ~vice. They told me ~at ~s I was a ~t~nL I would bc ~fifl~ 

to b¢ ~hous~ ~ a vi~ of ~¢ [ire. it was v~ ~ani~ and ~¢~ w~ 

¢~rifies ~e~ so I took som* clothes and b~[c toii~s. I ~nt To W~v~y lo 

ste for myself ~mt was happ~ning~ May~ God was LcadMg me [h~. [ ~ 

~hl to (i~ dmt I am aliv�, I am a ble~¢d s~ivor ~f ~e ~’~l~il Tower 

47. Whilst at ib.e We.s~,ay Centr% 1 registc’red with the British Red Cross, 

inlerViCWCd and wu.s offered a room at (fte Hilton IloteI whleh was booked for me 
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the .~tmc day. ] went to three different hotels belbre I arrived, at the correct one 

¯ at was booked I:br me as there were s~me errors with the bookings. I had to go 

from .~olel to hotel with my baggage 1o finally find the correct hutel. 1 was als~ 

g~ven s~me financial assi~lance, I~nl the British P.cd Croos. 

49. I ~as offered temi~orary a~xommodaSon on 17 August, and moved into the t~mporary 

property on my return to the Uni*ed Kingdom on ig September 2017. 1 viewed 4 

properties before I wa~ offered permanent accommodation on 26 Mooch 2018 which I 

acc¢plexI and moved into on |4 July 2018. 

50, During most of my stay in the hottl I did nol have a key worker, 1 went to the curve 

cm the weekends In get information. The manager at tha curve wttg very helpthl. [ was 

soon dezigv, ated with Emelis and Amy ±s my key workers vx~rtmd 24 Jxlly 2017. It was 

e~y to get inft~nnafi~n, but witho,~.t a key worker it was net e&sy to get assistance. 

COMM.EN~’S 

5 I. I am trying to pick things up in my life. The fact that I an3 alive is a Messing. l’ve 

~een with my ~o eyes the people that didn’t make it out of the t~wer that night, 

The people aslcing for help. I don’t understand why, when the 4~ floor residents 

called the fire ~rigltxle~ from flint time why didn’t the t3~¢tighters inform ~ 

rcsidems? Why didn’t they knock on our doors? Tho~e peoplo h~. the windows, 

they weren’t ccscued. I and the rein of the survivors come out of tke building 

uninformed, by our own initiative, without any help. The nttmber of deaths should 
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have bet~ minim[seal or avoided i~’ only the tenaxz~ were inlbrm~’a:l that there was 

a fiz~ go~ng on, on that veD, m~rne~tt. 

53. I cat.hi t~ thL~ ststcmcot forming part of the ~id~’~� before the Inquiry and aim 

k~ Ibis sla~mem being putflit, hed on the ]nq~iry’s wv.t~im. 

STATEMgNTOFTRUTH 

I believe that the t’acis 
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