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Firefighting in basements

Firelighling in basemenls can be a
high risk aclivily. Physically demanding
condiliens caused by exlreme
temperatures are often encountered,
along with risks associated with the
thermal barrier and ventilation, high fire
loadings and communications difficulties.
Ventilation of the basement must
be considered by the incident
commander (1C) prior to committing
BA teams. This decision must take into
account the impact this action may
have an peaple in the premises and
the increased potential for uncontrolled
fire spread. These fisks should be
weighed against the potential benefits
for firefighters entering or people
evacualing Lhe building, Venlilalion musl
only be underlaken on the order of Lhe
I and, under ne circumslances, should
a huilding be venlilaled whilsl BA leams
are commilled in Lhe basement.

continued on p

High rise firefighting

Pre-planning conlinues Lo [orm Lhe plans should lake inlo accounlissues premises infermalion box (il lilled; as
faundalion lor Lhe successiul conclusion likely lo be experienced, such as Lhe well as lhe accuracy and compleleness
la any incident. The new high rise failure ar absence of fixed inslallations. ol informalien provided including
procedure reflects this by recommending Ary visit to a high rise building should evaclation plans. Any high rise buildings
that training and exercises are included in be used as an oppartunity to pre-plan; which pose a particular risk should be
station and borough training plans. These this will include the location of the LFB subject to 7(2)d visits. During any visit

Operational News reflects important aperational
: issues for staff, Topics are identified from our
Firefightin gin basements ~ Use of Akron Turbojet branch ’ robl_,lst audit and review processes which |nclulde
v performance reviews of command and operations,
supplemented with articles on new equipment or
precedures that reduce risk, Where appropriate
training packages on page 4 provide further
Multi-agency liaison at incidents | Fire survival guidance calls policy i information on the topics covered.
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High rise firefighting
{continued from page 1)

la a high rise properly crews should be
looking aul [or delecls or medilicalions
which may compromise Lthe buildings
inherent fire salely fealures. These
checks should include damaged sell
clesing dacrs which would allow smoke
lravel, pipe runs nel fire slopped and
missing or damaged rising mains.
Defecls should be reporled Lo borough
managemenl [ire salely leams using
form FSR-AQZ20-a2b(rev 2).

On arrival at an incident, the first crews
in attendance must secure a water supply.
The hydrant supply and deliveries must
be twinned with 70mm hose.

Consideration must be given to the risk
posed from debris which may fall around
the base of high rise buildings and injure
people or cut through hose lines,

Where dry rising mains (DRM) are
not available or water requirements
exceed the maximum capacity of the
DRM (1500 litres/min), other options for
supplying water to upper floors should
he used, such as hauling hose alefl,
use of aerial appliances or laying hose
up slaircases.

The fire lill should be idenlilied and a
firelighler delailed Lo lake conlrol of the
lifLcar. [Lis of vilal imparlance Lhal Lthe |C
icdentifies Lthe fire lloor and briefls crews
accordingly before personnel ascend Lhe
building. Crews should exil Lhe lilL al leasl
lwa llocrs below Lhe fire lloor.

Brealhing Apparalus (BA) musl be worn
by all persannel preceeding beyond Lhe
bridgehead. The only exceplion is in
circumslances where a search is required
in an area not affected by fire or smoke
and the |C has confirmed the building
construction and any fire engineered
solutions have not been compromised.

A safety officer should be appainted
at the earliest opportunity to monitor
conditions in the staircase or shaft where
the bridgehead is located. If conditions
deteriorate, it may become necessary to
re-position the bridgehead and in these
circumstances, the |C should consider
the need to immediately withdraw all
BA crews.

USE OF AKRON TURBOIJET BRANCH

Infermalion lrom recenl accident
invesligalions and incidenl manilaring
dala has highlighled Lhe lollowing
issues regarding Lhe use of Lhe Akren
Turbojel branch:

Crews are nol selling Lhe Mow rale

on Lhe branch priar lo enlering Lhe fire

cempartment or

They are selling il loc low far Lhe

lask being performed.

A failure to adjust the settings of a branch
may lead to firefighters placing themselves
at risk by having either insufficient water to
extinguish or control the fire or inadequate
protection if the fire escalates.

The Akron Turbojet branch has four
flow settings, 115, 230, 360 and 475
litres per minute {I/minjand its operating
pressure is 7 bars. Before entry to the
fire compartment o building, the branch
must be tested to ensure an effective
warking jet and spray are available
and all flow rate settings are available.

The correcl llow rale should be sel
belore enlry and relayed Lo Lhe pump
operaler as Lhis informalion is imparlant
in delermining whelher addilicnal jels can
be added. Te exlinguish a fire Lhe amaunl
of waler applied musl be sullicienl lo
absorb Lhe heal generaled. Faclors Lo
be considered when delermining which
selling is used include:

Size of Lhe comparlment

and building.

Conlents of the comparlmenl

and building.

Exlenl of Lhe lire and polenlial
[or spread.

Signs of or polential [or rapid
lire developmenl.

Elfects of venlilalicn on Lhe fire.

The 115 I/min selling should only be
used lor damping down and lurning over
or lor using Lhe Akren Turbojel branch
al lhe head of a ladder.

The initial flow setting for carrying out
gas cooling must be a minimum of 2301/
min which can be quickly adjusted up to
a higher setting should a greater volume
of water be required. Crews are reminded
that gas cooling technigues are used to
make the fire environment safer for
firefighters and are not designed to be
used to replace a direct style of fire attack.
Firefighters must be aware that the
application of an appropriate sized jet
is still required to ensure a fire is
extinguished quickly while providing
maximum protection for crews.

Hese reels should nol be used as a
subslilute for main jels and Lhe Akren
Turbojel branch should always be used
[or Lhe [ollowing Lype of incident.

Basemenls.

High rise premises.,

Large velume commercial struclures.

Premises wilh high ceilings (over 5m).

Sltruclural fires fwhere fire has

breached ariginal compartment}.

Railway arches.

Any signs and symplems of

llashover/backdraughl.

Firefighting in basements (continued from page 1)

In order to enter a basement that is
alight, BA teams may need to pass
through thermal barrier. BA teams
should descend as quickly as possible
with the branch set to spray to protect
thern from heat.

BA teams entering a baserment must
have a sufficient weight of attack of a
minimurm 45mim jet, their exit route

must also be protected by a minimum
of one additional 45mm jet in arder to
maintain safe exit routes for committed
BA teams. Once these teams are in
place as described, a message should
be sent to Brigade control stating
*hasement procedure implemented”,
and the |C must ensure that Stage |l
BA entry control is setup.
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MULTI-AGENCY LIAISON AT INCIDENTS

During Lhe pasl year Lhere have been
several enlries recorded on Lhe Incident
Menilaring Process Dalabase regarding
liaison with other agencies.

fany comments made related to
working with officers of the Metropolitan
Police Service (MPS]. It is expected
that we will work closely with officers
of the PMPS because many of the
incidents we attend are also attended
by the palice. A recent example
highlighted the impartance of accurate
and complete information exchange
and the need to ensure that information
fram other agencies is correct, current
and valid.

LFB crews were mebilised lo a house
fire. Onarrival, Lthe ollicer in charge was
informed Lhal persens were believed lo
he invelved. Subsequenlinformalion
from Lhe palice revealed Lhal Lhe casually
had been lead lram Lhe premises prier lo
Lhe arrival of Lhe Brigade and was in Lhe
care of lhe Lendon Ambulance Service.

ILis imperalive Lhal Lhe incident
commander makes early conlacl wilh
the most senior police officer at the
scene to share all available information
and agree a coordinated approach to
resalving an incident.

Comments on the database relate
to the interaction between services at
incidents involving hazardous substances
and the importance of developing a safe
system of work that all attending agencies
understand and work within.

It should be remembered that LFB
have the lead role in resolving incidents
involving hazardous materials. This

includes emergency deconlaminalion
and assisling heallh services in lhe
evenl of mass decenlaminalion. LFB

are currently the only agency al Lhis lype
ol incidenl wilh an apprapriale range

ol deleclion idenlificalion and manilaring
(DIM] equipmenl Lo assess Lhal levels

are wilhin sale limils and lo declare an
areasale,

There have been occasions recenlly
when responders have been called to
attend chemical suicides where LFB staff
have been informed that the area has
been declared a crime scene and they
cannot enter. It should be noted that, as
with any other call to a chemical/hazmat
incident where people are involved, the
LFE and LAS have primacy to enter and
establish a safe environment for the LAS
to confirm life extinct. Only when this
has been achieved should the scene be
handed over to the MPS to proceed with
their investigation.

FIRE SURVIVAL GUIDANCE CALLS POLICY

A palicy on fire survival guidance (FSG;)
calls will be published sherlly, The
following arlicle explains whal a FSG call
is, Lhe resources mebilised and describes
Lhe aclions required by personnel on Lhe
incidenl ground.

AFSG callis a call received inle conlrol
where Lhe caller believes Lthal Lhey are
unable o leave Lheir premises due o Lhe
ellecls of fire, and where Lhe conlrol room
operator remains on the line providing
appropriate advice.

The policy lists the information that
control should pass to the incident ground
and explains how this information will be
recorded and retained for use by the
incident commander (1C).

Contral will treat a single FSG call to a
house of building as persons reported and
mohilise that pre-determined attendance
(POA). Itis still the 1C's responsibility to
send a priotity and subsequent informative
message if the incident involves or is
suspected to involve persons.

Twao or more FSG calls or a FSG call al

ahigh rise allendance, in addilion lo

allracling a persens reporled allendance

will allracl a [urther dedicaled allendance

of a pump ladder, a command unil and

aslalion manager. This allendance is

addilional lo any olher resources Lhal

have been requesled or are en-roule.
Conlral should galher Lhe lollowing

infermalien [rem Lhe caller as it becomes

available and pass it to the incident ground:

s Number of flat/house.

® Number of people involved.

8 | ocation of caller within premises and
access point.

o Condition of their location, for example
heavy smoke, slight smake.

s Proximity to fire if known.

e |atest advice given by Control.

e Time of FSG call.

o Time updated.

This information will be recorded on the
incident ground on a Control information

[orm which will be available on every
lrent ling appliance.

ILis vilal thal Central is kepl informed
of lhe aclions being laken lo resolve each
FSG call, The facl Lhal Centrel is aware
ol lhe aclions being carried cul on Lhe
incidenl ground will greally enhance
lhe advice given Lo FSG callers.

As saon as resources allow, Lhe 1€
should give priarily lo appeinling a
dedicated officer {minimum role of SiA)
to collate, record and retain all the
information on FSG calls received
and the subseguent actions on the
incident ground.

ClUs carry a casualty information
form to record information on all FSG
calls in progress at an incident. The
casualty infarmation form will also be
available on the incident information
board (on trial} for use at a bridgehead
of other scene of aperations. This will
allow accurate information transfer
between a CU and scene of operations.
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WATCH TRAINING PACKAGES

Training packages, associated with operational news issues, are available for your immediate
use They can be accessed via an [ICON on your desktop which links to all the current training
materials related to the items below and previous packages. Additionally there are links

to trainee packages and support material Just click on this ICON on your desktop.

T rarng Suppoe

Red represents training themes are mandatory
for all watches.

Guidance and supporting information STEP— Recording reference {Create on STEP)

GG NG T =0l Article and  Training support pack (high rise incidents) Lecture/training notes/training/
package available through training suppeort icon —training  high rise incidents
presentations — operaticnal news training

This is an updated package

Firefighting in Article and Training suppert pack {basement firefighting) Lecture/training notes/training/
basements package available through training support icon — basement firefighting
training presentations — operational news training

This is an updated package

Article Policy 632 — Branch Akron 1720 Turbojet Lecture/assets — equipment/
Training support pack (BA refresher and real OP5 equipment — hose and hose
fire training) available through training support accessories/branch Akron 1720 Turbojet
icon — training presentations — operational Lecture/training notes/training/BA refresher
news training and real fire training

Article Policy 65 — Cooperation with the police Lecture/incident management — liaison
Policy 408 — Incident command with other agencies/police/cooperation

with the police — 65

Lecture/incident command — command
procedures/incident command
procedures/incident command — 408

SENIOR OFFICER COMPUTER BASED TRAINING (CBT)

Computer based e-learning training packages are available for your

TN T of this Operational News.
Fire investigation CEBT package

i ! : : “:'-= /tb... Suppot,

immediate use They can be accessed via an [CON on your Desktop I! 4 I by A i

which links to the Brigade's knowledge centre. ';'.:_-f’ A

Guidance and supporting information Knowledge Centre — Recording reference
CBT package Bespoke e-learning modules with support materials All package completions will be

are now available through the knowledge centre recorded on individual training records
which is accessible through the training support (ITR) which will be updated on

Roof structures CBT package . : .
icon on your desktop. a monthly basis allowing managers
These e-learning packages are mandatory for all to monitor progress.

Dealing with CBT package group and station managers. They must be

roof fires completed within three months of the publication

Operational News is printed on FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) certificated paper that guarantees well managed forests.
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