
D~lted; 28 January 2020 

IN THE GRENFELL TOWER INQUIRY 

WITNESS STATEMENT OF GEORGE WHITTON 

!, GEORGE WHITTON DO SAY as follows: - 

:I meke this wil~eSs; S~aten!er~ in resper~se te a wd~en l~equest f~r 
evidence under R~ie 9 or lhe ~nq~. ry Ruies         ’~2~06~ ma~e: by ~he G~enfe~ 
Tower Inquiry on 27 Noven’!;b~r 20~9~ ~r~ ~iiis wtness S~a;:eme~t ad~JresS 
the specific questions put to me in that request for evidence. 

I was employed by Manse Masterdor Limited as Team Leader for the 
tearr~ iha~ was respor~sibte for the preduC{ion of frames, the paii~!: line, and 
the menul’ac~ure of both GRP and ti~n~ber doors, i was fully Irained in the 
manufaclu~e: ef fire d:oers~ 

I have been as[~ed~ if! was awar~ of any differences in the production 

I was not aware of any differences. 

in re at on to the time that production ceased at Knaresborough, I have 
been asked: 

4.1 What my role was. 

My rote was Team Leader. 

4.2 What the relationship between LIB Plastics Limited and Manse 
Masterdor was. 

I believe that LB plastics owned Manse Masterdor. 

4,3 What the role of Mike Hudson was, 

He was Sales Director. 

In relation [o the construc~iot~ dre#4ngs in the BTC Test Report and the 
Chi~tem Test Report ("the Tiest, Reports") ! have been asked: 

5,! If I have previously seen either of the Test Reports. 

have not seen the Test Reports. 
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5.2 if I was aware of the existence of these Test Reports; between 
2007 - 2014. 

I was not aware of the existence of the Test Reports. I have not 
seen them. 

5..3 If I have previously seen construction drawings similar or 
identical to the~se in the Test Reports. 

have no knowledge of the Test Reports [or of any drawing 
similar to those in the Test Reports]. 

have been asked if I was aware of any differences in the production 
of a FD30 and FD30S composite doors. 

As stated at paragraph 3, I was not aware of any differences, 

In relation to testing for fire resistance and cold smoke leakage for 
composite FD30 and FD30S doors between 2005 and 2017, I have been 
asked: 

7.1 If I was aware of any testing. 

I was not aware of any testing. 

7.2 if I was aware of who was responsible for ensuring the doors 
were tested. 

Jim Duncan was responsible for testing. 

7.3 if I was aware of the Manse Masterdor policy on testing. 

I have no knowledge of this. 

In relation to the glazed panels in composite fire doors, I have been 
asked:: 

8.1 

8.2 

8.3 

if, in the period 2009 - 2014, any changes were made to the 
pro.tess of glaZ#~g doors, including changes made to the 
iatu~’t~escent s~ri;psi se:aiant or butile and the number of clips 

All I know is that Jim Duncan, Garry Fox and Dan Jones changed 
the way we glazed doors. 

To ii~dlcate tlte date or year at which the changes were made 
in the fixing of glazing into the doors. 

cannot recall the date or year. 

if I can set out any conve~rsa~io~s I ~recall having or hearing 
about these changes, includi~ why ~hey were necessary and 
the consequences of them. 

Pacj~.~ 2.. o~ 4 
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8.4 

I remember that we argued abou~ ~he changes, but we were told to 
carry on with the new way decided by Jim Duncan, Dan Jones and 
Gal’ry Fox, which meant we moved from fire sealant to 
intumescent strips and less clips. 

To indicate ray view on the potential impact of the changes of 
the fire resistance of the doors, 

I was not happy with the changes as I believed thai att the 
changes impacted on the integrity of the door. 

i~the raea~s of fixing the glazing at any time matched those 
set out i# t:h,e Chiltem Test Report. 

I do not know because t did not see the Test Repods. 

In relation to intumescent strips on composite fire doors, t have been 
asked! 

9.! If, in the period 2009 = 2014, any changes were made to the 

was told to remove [he pads on the locks and down the lock strip 
by Jim Duncan. 

9°2 To i~dicate the date or year at which these changes were 
made. 

9.3 

cannot recatt the date or year: 

9.4 

All :~he supe~iso~dt~,~am feaders and oper!!ires a~g( ed abo~t~ ;lhe 
ch,an~es., bu~ we ~,e~:=e ~o~d ~o Car~y o~ ~Ith !~e r~ew w~y of 

any time matched th:ose as set m~t i# the BTC Test Report, 

I have no knowledge of this report. 

Ihave been asked to explain what the TDR was and why it was a 

The Training Development. Reco:~d was very use;~=~l ;because it exp:iained 
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11, I have been asked to indicate when the TDR .stopped being used and 
whether I was aware of any problems thb, ca~s~t. 

The Training Development Record was replaced with the Standard 
Operating Procedure in 2004. ~ have no knowledge of any problems this 
caused, 

12. have been asked if I was aware of any other changes to the 
manufacturing process of cornpo,,#te fire doors. 

the ~rame~ and from ~he ~ardware aS we~ such as the vbwer, 
#~a~e~ ha~dfeS and they also ~ha~!ged the way: ~!~e doors were g!azed, 

13. I am willing for this statement to form pad of the evidence before the 
Grenfell Tower ~i~qU ry and for :ii to be published on the liiquiry’s we#site. 

STATEMENT OFTRUTH 

believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed: 
George Whitton 

Dated: 28 January 2020 
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