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WITNESS STATEMENT 

Criminal Procedure Rules, r27.2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, s.9; Magistrates' Courts Act 1980, s.Sb 

Statement of: CHEESMAN, CHRIS 

Age if under 18: OVER 18 (if over 18 insert 'over 18') Occupation: FIRE FIGHTER 

This statement (consisting of 9 page( s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief 
and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution ifl have wilfully 
stated in it anything which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true. 

Signature: C CHEESMAN Date: 03/04/2019 

Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded D (supply witness details on rear) 

This statement refers to my attendance at the fire at Grenfell Tower on 14 June 2017. I am Firefighter 

(FF) Chris CHEESMAN currently based at Bexley fire station on Green Watch. On the 14 June 2017, I 

was based at Euston fire station on Red Watch. 

I joined the London Fire Brigade (LFB) in June 2004. After completing my training, I was stationed at 

Millwall fire station on Red Watch remaining there for seven (7) years. 

I transferred to Lewisham fire station on Red Watch remaining there for three (3) years. I took a career 

break for eleven (11) months and moved to Euston fire station's Red Watch remaining there for two (2) 

years. 

I transferred to Red Watch at Lee Green fire station remaining there for six ( 6) months and have recently 

transferred to Bexley fire station to Green Watch. 

I am competent in my current role. 

Prior to the Grenfell incident, I had received various training. When I first joined, I underwent initial 

training at Southwark for 16 weeks. That training included ladders, pumps, pumping, first aid, Road 

Traffic Accidents and Breathing Apparatus (BA). Throughout my service I have received continuous 

training around the same areas. In June 2006, I became Fire Rescue Unit Trained. An FRU has lifting and 

cutting equipment. It can perform swift water rescue, line rescue and specialist RTA equipment. 

We are also trained to use Extended Duration Breathing Apparatus (EDBA), which are sets that last 

longer than Standard Duration (SDBA). We attend Breathing Apparatus (BA) training every year. In 

terms of high rise training, we have had ongoing training, setting up bridgeheads on our station towers. 
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I've also been to an exercise in Tower Hamlets, quite some time ago, where we set up in a real tower 

block and practised our procedures. 

In this statement, I will be referring to a number of people. my colleagues who I was working with on 

Euston' s Pump Ladder. 

• Acting Crew Manager (T/WM) Jaydn KEARSARGE- Euston Pump Ladder 

• FF Niki MITCHELL- Driver ofEuston Pump Ladder 

• FF Michael POLE - Euston Pump Ladder 

• FF Jessamine BATE- Euston Pump Ladder 

• Officer Pat GOULBOURNE who I received an instruction from when we spoke on the 

mezzanine of Grenfell Tower level. 

• WM D'SILVO who was the Officer in Charge of the Bridgehead when it was on the 4th floor. 

DAC Richard WELCH who was helping BA crews when I left Grenfell Tower. 

• Crew Manager (CM) RAWLINGS- Euston Fire Rescue Unit (FRU) 

• FF Jim MARCOS - Euston Fire Rescue Unit (FRU) 

• FF BROOKS - Euston Fire Rescue Unit (FRU) 

• FF JOSEPH- call sign A236 who I saw outside Grenfell Tower after my descent. 

• DAC Richard WELCH - Senior Officer 

I will also refer to people inside Grenfell Tower who I had contact with. I will refer to a child I saw a 

different LFB crew carrying as they walked down the stairwell as I was walking up the same stairwell 

between Floors 10-18. The child was passed toFF BATE, I did not see the child and am unable to 

provide any description. I will refer to seven (7) people who came out of a flat on the 181
h floor. I recall 

there were three (3) adults and four ( 4) children. I walked one of adults who was a female from the flat 

and she was carrying a small child. 

I would describe the female to be shorter than me, no taller than my shoulders, she was of average build 

and black. The child she was carrying was black with short hair and I can't say whether it was male or 

female. The child was crying and had snot or froth at the nose and mouth. As we descended the stairs, a 

male ran up to me from behind and put his face to my armpit to breathe and then ran off again. I would 

describe him to be shorter than me with short curly hair. 

In this statement, I will be referring to the location of the fire to be Grenfell Tower situated in Kensington, 

London. Grenfell Tower is a high-rise tower block. I had not been there previously and I had not been to 

that area ofLondon before. 

Signature: 
2019 

CCHEESMAN Signature witnessed by: 

OFFICIAL 

M ET00039905 _ 0002 



OFFICIAL 
Statement of: CHEESMAN, CHRIS Form MGll(T) 

Page 3 of 10 
On 10 March 2019, I was interviewed by DC Carlos ARAUJO and DC Sally DANIELS at Bexley fire 

station. During my audio interview, I made notes on diagrams. After the incident, I made 

contemporaneous notes. I exhibit them as follows: 

Exhibit Number Description 
CEC/01 Large map of area surrounding Grenfell Tower 
CEC/02 Floor 18 floor plan 
CEC/03 Contemporaneous notes made on 141

h June20 17, after the incident. 
I was workmg a mght shift on 13 June 2017 startmg at 8pm with Euston Red Watch. I recall roll call took 

place in the Watch Room at the fire station and at the time, we were not rigged into fire gear. I would 

have tested my breathing apparatus. My duty that shift was to ride on the Pump Ladder and our call sign 

was A231. I was posted on the pump ladder with; 

• Temporary Watch Manager (T/WM) Jaydn KEARSARGE 

• FF Nicky MITCHELL - Driver 

• Michael POLE. 

• FF Jessamine BATE. 

Sometimes on nights, the crew may have a training lecture, sometimes we would attend a call but I have 

little recollection of what took the station. I do remember nothing out of the ordinary took place before 

night duty stood down from midnight. I think there was a call to someone locked in the toilets of a 

Starbucks or Costa and someone locked in a park with his dog. 

Usually, the night duty crew stand down from midnight until 0640am the next day and sleep during this 

time but wake up if required to attend calls. 

I was alerted to the call to Grenfell Tower at approximately OlOOam on 14 June 2017. The bells in the 

station alarmed and I got out ofbed. The Pump Ladder's call sign, A231, was announced. Usually, the 

driver and the Officer In Charge go to the Watch Room to acknowledge the incident, get the call sheet 

and the driver looks at the map to plan the route. 

As I came down, I saw T /WM KEARSARGE and FF MITCHELL, who was the driver, in the Watch 

Room. As I passed I asked 'What have we got?' as I wanted to have an idea of what we were about to go 

to. 

T/WM KEARSARGE said '20 pump fire'. My initial thought was that this was going to be another night, 

up all night, doing nothing. From my experience, large-scale incidents I have previously attended tend to 

be a lot of people waiting around and I thought this was going to be another night sitting on the truck 

doing little tasks that appear to be pointless. 
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I got onto the truck and travelled to the incident. FF MITCHELL was driving, T IWM KEARSARGE was 

sitting in the front passenger seat as the Officer in Charge, and I was directly sitting behind him in the 

back next toFF POLE and FF BATE. I do not recall the route we took. 

I had never been to that area of London before and had no previous knowledge of Grenfell Tower. Since 

this incident, I have spoken to the crew I was with who informed me we travelled to Grenfell Tower via 

Ladbroke Grove. Travelling from Euston to Grenfell Tower seemed to take a while but I cannot recall 

exactly how long the journey was. I do not know whether our Mobile (MDT) or radio was working. 

Sitting in the back it would not have been something I would have been aware of I remember we were 

driving around in small roads that were congested with parked cars but we could not find Grenfell Tower. 

There were no members of the public there, it was strange as I could not see smell or hear fire as we were 

driving but the call was to a large fire. 

We saw another fire truck coming from another direction and T IWM KEARSARGE spoke to them from 

his window. They too did not know where the incident was. I recall our truck turning a corner as indicated 

on Exhibit CEC/01 on what I believe was Grenfell Road and then we saw the Grenfell Tower on fire. It 

surprised me as we had been driving around and there was no sign of until then. 

Our Pump Ladder was parked on Grenfell Road near a church as indicated on Exhibit CEC/0 1 and we 

arrived at approximately 0120-0130hrs. 

When I first saw the fire, I thought 'Oh fuck me', it was insane to see. It was a shock to see the severity of 

the fire and I thought, 'People are dying in there'. It was not a normal tower block fire and was something 

I never thought I'd see. 

I could see people at the windows of their flat and I felt powerless to help them. When you would look 

back where you saw people, they would be gone. I went to a tower block fire in Shepherd's Bush the year 

before which was a big fire at the time but looking back, it was small compared to Grenfell Tower. 

My first view of Grenfell Tower would have been the south and east side. The top corner was alight like a 

triangle, pyramid shape. This fire was bad but when I saw footage on the television later, I think the fire 

on the sides I couldn't see was worse but I did not know this at the time. 

T/WM KEARSARGE told us all to get our breathing apparatus (BA) sets on but as a crew we knew that 

already and put them on straight after getting off the truck. I wore full fire gear and Standard Duration 

Breathing Apparatus (SDBA) on my back. 
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As a crew, we walked under a covered area towards Grenfell Tower as indicated on Exhibit CEC/01. I 

recall seeing an aerial appliance near the Tower and there was a concern about debris falling onto it. 

Under the covered area, there were a lot of crews there wearing BA sets. 

There, an Officer who I did not know told everyone to go back to our trucks and get as much equipment 

as we could. He said we would need breaking in gear, hoses and thermal imaging cameras (TIC). We 

walked back to our Pump Ladder and got our Thermal Image Camera (TIC), hoses and breaking in gear. 

On route FF POLE's tally on his BA fell out and he needed to pick it up. T/WM KEARSARGE stopped 

to speak with one of the Command Units while the rest of the crew continued to the undercover area. This 

was the last time we saw him that shift until approximately 10.00am in the morning. 

We returned to the undercover area and this was being used as a 'tool dump' for all the equipment 

gathered. There were a lot of firefighter there waiting and a lot ofFire Officers telling different 

instructions. My crew and I entered Grenfell Tower through glass doors and walked up some stairs to the 

mezzanine level. 

There we could see everybody coming in. I recall seeing two (2) Officers arguing with each other but I do 

not know what about. They were shouting to each other as this area was chaotic. An LFB officer gave us 

a piece of paper with a flat number on it. I don't recall the details on the piece of paper. We were told to 

go there so we took the piece of paper. Another Officer approached us taking the paper from us saying 

"I'll tell you what to do". This Officer was Pat GOULBOURNE. 

FF MITCHELL, FF POLE, FF BATE and I walked up the stairwell to the Bridgehead that was situated at 

the time on the 4th floor. In the stairwell, it was slightly smoky and I could see firefighters passing us with 

child casualties with froth stuff around their mouths. 

At the time I thought the bridgehead was on the 4th floor but today I was shown a photo by Investigator 

Paul FULLER of some writing on the wall of the tower (P AF /28). It shows the third floor. I do remember 

writing being on the wall but I didn't stop to look at what was written. So I don't recognise the writing. 

But at the top left of the photo is written the word "Euston". At the bottom right is written "23rd Euston" 

and some numbers that I can't make out. It would make sense that it was us that were marked on the wall 

and we may have therefore been on the third floor but I can't be sure. 

FF POLE and FF MITCHELL went up to the Bridgehead but Officer GOULBOURNE stopped me and 

FF BATE by the stairwell telling us not to let anyone else pass. We tried to do that as Officer 

GOULBOURNE went up to the Bridgehead however as Firefighters approached, they did not listen to FF 

BATE and I telling them not to pass and just ignored us because they naturally wanted to help. 
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We wanted to help too so after a short discussion between me and FF BATE, we walked up to the 

Bridgehead and found FF POLE and FF MITCHELL who were waiting for us. The stairwell during this 

walk up was smoky but breathable. 

The Bridgehead on the 4th floor, it was chaotic. WM D' SIL VO was the Officer in charge of the 

Bridgehead at this time and asked us if we were a crew, which we confirmed. There was a drawing on the 

wall of the layout of flats on each floor, like a floor plan. Another Watch Manager, I do not know their 

details, tried to explain it to us. 

FF MITCHELL, FF POLE, FF BATE and I were instructed to go from the 4th floor to the 23rd floor, 

complete a search, get any casualties and then get out. We were all wearing SDBA. I thought our brief 

didn't seem possible. I don't recall seeing any EDBA on the Bridgehead at that time 

We did not know what the conditions were like and though it was a 'big ask'. As we were walking away, 

we were told to also take firefighting kit with us. This meant us climbing 19 flights of stairs, in a dark, 

smoky environment and search. 

FF POLE may have told me that we were to go to a specific flat but I do not recall. 

I will refer to a number of timings. I can't remember the times when things happened but Paul FULLER, 

the investigator who was present when I signed this statement, has shown me a copy of the telemetry 

readings, taken from the Grenfell Public Inquiry web site (P AF/32). 

The timings that I mention are from that document. I don't know these timings to be accurate for sure as 

they are taken from the website. 

The document shows that at 

01.46 28 my set was disconnected from the appliance. 

02.52.00 I placed my tally into the board at the bridgehead. 

03.17.06 I placed my tally back into my set. This happened when we returned from the rescue at the 

bridgehead. 

The climb up the stairs was very difficult, especially carrying kit. Normally we would take a 45mm hose 

however; FF POLE took the last one that was available so I was told to take a 70mm hose to the 23rd 

floor, which is much heavier. 

We handed in our tallies and went up the Tower under air. After a few lights of stairs, I looked at my 

gauge and could see that I had used a lot of air in my air cylinder already. The others were the same 

having used up a lot of air already. We did not know which floor we were on, it was possibly he 1oth 

floor, and we were aware that we were walking within the fire. 
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The crew and I had a discussion and decided to leave the equipment and continue to walk to the 23rd floor 

more quickly and complete a search. As we walked up the stairwell, we saw another crew coming down. I 

did not personally recognise this crew. 

I could see this crew were carrying a person I believed to be a small child. I cannot describe this child but 

the crew were holding the child as you would a small child rather than a child. FF BATE was handed the 

child. Policy says that we should stay together as a crew but seeing that we had not reached the 23rd floor 

yet, we decided that FF BATE would descend the Tower with the other crew and FF MITCHELL, FF 

POLE and I would carry on climbing the Tower. 

It felt like the three of us had been walking forever. We did not see any door or floor numbers, we just 

knew we were going to the top floor. At the 18th floor, we did another gauge check and we were running 

low on air. We did not have enough air in our SDBA to go up another five (5) flights of stairs 

We would not have enough air to get ourselves out let alone if we found any casualties and carry them 

down the stairwell. We would run out of air and then we would die. FF MITCHELL, FF POLE and I 

decided that we would stop at 18th floor and search here. 

The walk from the 4th floor to the 18th floor was dark and the staircase was really narrow. Conditions got 

worse the further up we went. We went to do door procedure but because you would normally do it with a 

hose and we had left the hose of a lower floor, we didn't. 

FF MITCHELL shouted out from the stairwell door to the floor that we were firefighters. In response to 

that, the front door to one of the flats opened as indicated on Exhibit CEC/02. As the door opened, light 

came out of the flat and into the dark floor area. I could not see if the light was from lights that were on in 

the flat or from fire but the conditions did not appear to be worse than in the stairwell. 

As the door opened, we went straight there and I stayed at the door. FF POLE asked 'How many were in 

there?' and we were told seven (7) but I do not remember hearing this myself FF POLE told everyone to 

get back into the flat but I immediately disagreed saying 'No, everybody get out'. At no stage did any of 

the group indicate how they'd come to be together. 

I do not know if he said this as he thought to stay in the flat, close the front door and assess the situation. 

Initially there were two (2) or three (3) adults who came out and there were others, they were all children. 

As the people in the flat came out, I stayed outside the front door and asked the last adult who came out, a 

female, 'Is that everybody?' and the female answered 'Yes'. I had no reason to believe anybody else had 

been left behind in this flat. I never entered any of the flats on that floor. 
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FF POLE led the way out carrying two (2) children, I was behind him with an adult female who was 

holding a child and FF MITCHELL was on the end holding a child. The adult casualties were within the 

group. In total, there were seven (7) people: three (3) adults and four ( 4) children. 

We came out of the floor communal area however; FF POLE missed the turning to the stairwell so our 

formation had to change. I led the crew and casualties out down the stairs, FF MITCHELL was behind 

me with his casualty and FF POLE was behind him with his casualties. 

I did not take the hand of any males in the group. Conditions in the stairwell were worse on the way 

down. It was hot and smoky. I did not think that any of the casualties would remain conscious because of 

the smoke. While I was leading, I thought I had lost close contact with the rest of the crew, I could not see 

them so I stopped as I wasn't sure that they were close behind me. 

The female casualty I was with starting pushing me saying 'Please. Please. Quick. Quick'. I describe this 

female to be shorter than me no taller than my shoulders, she was of average build, black and spoke with 

an accent. The child she was carrying was black with short hair. I can't say whether the child was male or 

female but he/she was crying and had snot or froth at the nose and mouth. I could see the fear in the 

young face. 

We carried on walking down and I kept thinking the next floor we would come to would be the 

Bridgehead, but it wasn't. I had to keep wiping my face mask to get visibility. I started to panic, the dark 

was playing tricks in my mind. I was thinking what if there was another stairwell in the Tower and the 

one we were in was taking us to a locked door at the bottom. 

I feared for my life, the crew's lives and the lives of the casualties we had. Suddenly an adult male ran to 

me from behind like a rugby scrum. This male was shorter than me with short curly hair. He ran up to me 

and then put his head to my armpit; I did not know what was going on. He then ran off down the 

stairwell. I think this male was initially with FF MITCHELL as after the incident when we spoke as a 

crew, FF MITCHELL told us a male had done the same thing to him but as the male's head went to his 

armpit, the male bit FF MITCHELL. As FF POLE was carrying two (2) children, it was taking him longer 

to descend. 

We finally got to the Bridgehead on the 41
h floor. I felt so relieved but everybody had gone. The area was 

now full of smoke but the equipment was still there. We continued down the stairs and reached the 

mezzanine level. I remember seeing DAC Richard WELCH there. 
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He was helping the BA crews but he himself was not wearing BA The casualties I had were still 

conscious and I could not believe it. The casualties were taken from us and I assume they were taken to 

medical treatment. 

I remember seeing FF MITCHELL then come down. The sound of whistles were then heard which meant 

we needed to evacuate. DAC WELCH told us to get out but FF MITCHELL and I wanted to wait for FF 

POLE, and we refused to leave without him. 

We tried to go back up but DAC WELCH grabbed one ofus saying "You're not allowed back in". We 

went up one flight of stairs shouting up toFF POLE. We didn't want to leave without him. We even 

contemplated just running up the stairs and then taking a disciplinary afterwards. 

FF POLE then came down the stairs. He was exhausted. 

I went down to the ground floor and fell to my knees out of exhaustion. There was about 1 0-15cms on 

water on the ground and I just laid in it. I could feel other people taking my BA set off me and I do not 

know where it was taken to. 

Here I saw FF Johnny JOSEPH from Euston FRU. I eventually got up and walked out of Grenfell Tower 

out of a different doorway from the one I used to enter. I heard someone telling crew to give us their 

helmets which I thought was strange as it would leave those crews without their helmets. 

Police, who covered us with riot shields, escorted us away from the Tower as debris was falling. The 

debris was the cladding and I saw some of it fall to the ground like a leaf falls to the ground. 

I sat near to a grassed area. Here I saw CM RA WLINGS, FF Jim MARCOS, FF BROOKS with FF 

JOSEPH ofEuston's FRU, call sign A236. LAS were providing oxygen if it was needed but I did not 

need any. 

I did not know where FF BATE had gone and I wanted to get some fire gear so I could get back in, I 

wanted to do more. When I looked up at Grenfell Tower from the grassed area, it was fully alight. I 

thought 'Bloody hell, we were in that. I recall a member of the public was asking me many questions. I 

quickly stopped talking to them as I thought they may be a journalist. I avoided eye contact with any 

members of the public I saw outside. 

It was a bit of a blur at the end. I remember being asked to get as many Extended Duration Breathing 

Apparatus (EDBA) off the trucks. As we walked to the trucks, members of the public were thrusting their 

mobile phones towards us to talk to people. CM RA WLINGS took one I believe. 

After searching trucks, I could not find any spare EDBA cylinders. Chelsea's FRU was locked, which is 

not unusual to prevent anyone taking equipment from it. 
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We considered smashing the windows to enter it but knew this would not work as the glass in the vehicles 

is toughened glass. 

Some members of the public saw us and shouted to us "Why are you not doing anything?" We did not 

respond. 

We were now waiting around. There were lots of people around the leisure centre. At approximately 5am, 

I used my mobile phone to text my friends that I was okay. 

We were reunited with FF BATE but we still didn't know where T/WM KEARSARGE was. I sat with 

the Pump Ladder crew near the area that is now the memorial wall watching Grenfell Tower in disbelief 

The fire now was mainly out. When the relief truck arrived, we asked an Officer in Charge if we could 

go. 

This Officer said we could but we needed to go to Paddington fire stations first to complete 

contemporaneous notes and see counsellors if we wished. Here we found T IWM KEARSARGE and then 

we all went back to Euston fire station. It was now approximately 1 Oam. 

I stayed in the station that day to sleep and I was back on duty that night. We were offered to take the 

night off if required but I chose to work it. WM HEARN came in to check we were okay. He was off duty 

when he did this. 

I went back to Grenfell Tower on the first anniversary and participated in the silent march. I have not 

been back there since. I have not experience anything like this call to Grenfell Tower before and I never 

expected to see a fire like that with so many casualties. 

I've been asked if there are both children and adults in a group requiring rescue, ifl am aware of any 

policy which directs fire fighters to prioritise the children. I am not aware of any such policy. I've also 

been asked ifl was aware of any of the children becoming detached from the group. I don't believe that 

that happened. 
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