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GRENFELL TOWER PUBLIC INQUIRY

WITNESS STATEMENT OF ABDESALAM HEDIOUED

I, ABDESALAM HEDIOUED, will say as follows:

1. I make this statement about the fire at Grenfell Tower in the early hours of 14th June

2017 for the purpose of Phase 1 of the Inquiry. I may wish to make a further statement

as part of Phase 2 of the Inquiry.

Background 

1. I am 61 years old. I live alone at ETesterton Walk on Lancaster West Estate. I am a

council tenant and I moved into this flat in either 2010 or 2011. I have lived here for

around eight years and I live on the top floor of the building. I am disabled.

2. Grenfell Tower is close to where I live but I have never been inside the building

before.

Fire safety 

3. The TMO has never given me information about fire safety; even since the fire they

have not given me information about fire safety. They changed my fire alarm since

the fire but have not given me advice about what to do in the event of a fire. I do not

know whether there is a fire extinguisher in my building or not.

4. There is more I can say about the building, fire safety and the TMO but I understand

that this is not relevant to Phase 1 of the Inquiry.
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13 June

5. I had been fasting that day because it was the month of Ramadan. I broke my fast at

s house and stayed there for about an hour. I then went to the

AlManaar Mosque to perform the evening prayers. I left the mosque at 11.30pm.

6. I came back home to my flat in Testerton Walk. I watched TV and slept at around

12.30am. As I am disabled, my phone is always next to me when I sleep so that my

family can contact me in case of an emergency.

14 June

7. My phone rang loudly just before lam. It was my sister Rachida. She saw a fire on the

TV in my area and called me to find out if I was fine. She was worried about me and

told me to be careful as there was a huge fire in the area. I became scared and

panicked. She does not live very far from me so she told me that her and her daughter

were going to come and pick me up.

8. She told me to leave the flat. Within 10 minutes I had left. As I left my front door, I

saw people running, screaming and shouting "fire"; they were leaving Testerton

Walk. I felt very nervous at seeing this, panicked and got even more worried. I did

not feel good about what was happening; I was frightened. When I left the flat I just

took my tablets with me.

9. When I came out of the building I saw my sister Rachida and my niece they

had come to pick me up. I saw the emergency services outside; the police, ambulance

and fire brigade.

10. I only saw a bit of the fire on the Tower. My sister Rachida did not want me to see the

fire because of my health. They walked me to their house. As I walked, I felt like the

fire was coming to me and I was shaking.

1 1. When I went to her house I could not sleep. My sister watched the news coverage of

the fire; I could not watch it. I just kept thinking about the fire and was thinking that it

would come to me. I could not sleep until around 6am. RECEOVED
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12. I woke up around 10am. I went to the mosque and heard that many people died or that

they were missing. I saw many volunteers helping people. I went back to my sister's

house. I am ill so I did not take up the offer of moving to a hotel. I stayed with my

sister Rachida who helps care for me.

13. I went back to the mosque in the evening and I heard that my good friend Abdesalam

Sabar passed away in the fire. We were friends from Morocco. I did not know at the

time that he lived in Grenfell Tower but I found out because he was missing and then

confirmed to have died. I knew his children too. I felt really sad when I found out.

14. I lived with my sister for around two weeks. I heard that my neighbours were going

back and that it was safe to go back. I went back to my home with my sister Rachida.

When I got there, I imagined the fire all over again. I smelt smoke; the air was

polluted. I still decided to move back and my sister checks up on me daily.

15. I have not had problems with TMO. When I call them about anything, they come. I

have no opinion of them. I feel like my building is safe.

16. Finally, I would like to know why the fire happened and what caused it. I would like

to know what caused the deaths of 72 people and how the fire spread so quickly. I do

not want this to happen again.

17. My mental health condition has worsened since the event of the fire.

I believe that the facts stated in this statement are true.

I am willing for this statement to form part of the evidence before the Inquiry and to be

published on the Inquiry's website.

DATE: 0 /0(0/l 3
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