
IN THE MATTER OF THE GRENFELL TOWER INQUIRY

STATEMENT OF AHMED AL-ASSAD

Preamble

1. I make this statement from my own personal knowledge and from matters that I have been

told about by others; where the information does not come from my own personal

knowledge I make this clear below.

2. I make this statement because I was a resident of Grenfell Walk at the time of the fire, I

witnessed the early stages of the fire spreading and the emergency response. I had direct

involvement with a number of the Grenfell Tower residents, including those who sadly

passed away. My mother Zohra Al-Assad, my father Taib Al-Assad, my brother

Abderahim Al-Assad and I are all Core Participants of the Grenfell Tower Inquiry.

3. Due to the fire at Grenfell Tower I lost close family friends. My friend Sam's dad passed

away, family friends such as the El Wahabi family passed away, as well as my neighbours

that I have spent the last 33 years living next to. Even people! would see in the community

and would say hello or good morning to passed away.

Personal background

4. I was born on

5. I was born in London therefore English is my first language.

6. I am currently living in
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7. Before the fire, my health was generally good - I did not have any physical or mental

health issues.

Living in GI-eliteII Walk

8. My parents moved into. Grenfell Walk in 1977; it has been my home since birth

9. At the time of the fire, I was living with my parents. my brother Abderahirri who is

and my sister Selwa who is

10. •is set out over two floors. The entrance is on the upper floor where there two

bedrooms and a bathroom. Downstairs there was another bedroom and a small toilet room.

1 1. I enjoyed living in Grenfell Walk, all my friends lived in the area including in Grenfell

Tower, so I was happy.

12. I was not given any information regarding fire safety such as what to do if there was a fire

in all the time I have lived at •such as how to evacuate the property in case of an

emergency.

13. The front door to the flat did not close by itself, it had to be pulled shut. Initially it had

one lock on it, but my parents felt that was not enough, so they added an extra lock onto

the door. All the Walk residents on my floor had the same doors. The door had a letterbox

which let in a draught.

14. All the rooms had a door apart from the living room. We usually left the doors open.

15. We had an extractor fan in the bathroom which did not work very well. Normally an

extractor fan should turn off a couple of minutes after the light is turned off, however, our

extractor fan would often stay on continuously.
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Visiting Grenfell Tower

16. I visited the Tower very often as I had friends that lived there. I would use the lifts almost

every time I went into the Tower, as my friends lived on the higher floors. The lifts were

regularly out of service, sometimes there would only be one lift for one to two weeks. I

once got stuck in the lift when I was younger and had to wait for the fire brigade to come

and get me out.

17. I rarely used the stairs, however when I did use them I would notice that the lights in the

staircase flickered. There was always something that was not working in the Tower, for

example the lifts or the lights.

18. There was often rubbish on the floor of the staircase such as empty bottles, cigarette ends

or cannabis ends. I have regularly seen residents smoking in the block and disposing of

their cigarette ends on the floor.

19. I used to see the cleaner, but I do not know if there was a caretaker.

Concerns about modifications to Grenfell Tower

20. Prior to the council putting in the extra flats, the Tower used to have an extra fire exit

route, but during the modifications, an exit from the block was removed.

21. When walking out of the lifts you could see the gas pipes on the landing which could not

be seen before the modifications. I found this quite worrying as they were visible, which

I did not think was normal to have in a block. I used to think if an emergency ever

happened the gas pipes could explode and cause difficulty in getting out of the building.

22. Whilst the modifications were taking place, my friends Sam and Emre from the 15* floor

in the Tower would often tell me they had the same concerns regarding the gas pipes. I

believe that Sam also complained to the council about these concerns, but I am not sure

what they said to him.
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13 June 2017 and the hours leading up to the fire

23. I spent the evening of the 13th June at my friend's house and got home around 10:30/11pm.

Everyone was at home at that time apart from my dad who came home around 12:30am

14 June 2017

First awareness

24. At around lam I was sitting in my room on my laptop when my friend Emre phoned me

telling me there was a fire in the Tower. I did not tell anyone straight away as I assumed

it would be small, but I left the house to go investigate. As it was Ramadan, the rest of my

family were awake and in the kitchen watching TV.

25. My bedroom faces the opposite direction to the Tower. so I could not see any signs of fire

until I left the house.

26. When I left the house, I could see that the fire was initially very small. From just outside

my house I could only see the fire on the left side of the building on the fourth floor. The

flames were red and yellow in colour. The smoke coming from the fire was quite thick

and black in colour.

27. I then went back into my house two or three minutes later to inform my family of what

was going on.

28. Even though the fire was small at first, as our flat faces the Tower and is in close proximity

to it we decided it would be best to leave the flat. There was also black smoke and ash

starting to come towards the flat.

29. [left the flat with just my phone and the clothes I was wearing at the time.
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Once outside

30. When my family left the house, we could see our neighbours going towards Latimer

station, so we headed towards there too.

31. Around 20 minutes after I left the house, I used Emre's phone to call my friend Sam from

the 15" floor to find out if he could get out. I told him that there is a fire, he told me he

knows and was trying to get his dad out. I did not want to keep him on the phone for long

as he needed to help his dad. Sam mange(' to come out but unfortunately his father passed

away in the fire.

32. Me and my friends and other residents of Grenfell Tower that had escaped, were standing

at Latimer station. We assumed the fire would get put out relatively quickly.

33. After about 15/20mins of standing near to Latimer Road station, the fire began to spiral

around the building. I saw blue flames coming out of the Tower around the fourth floor;

as the flames got higher they began to circulate around the building.

34. The smoke was extremely thick. It was pure black and contained a lot of ash.

35. I could hear explosions and the Tower crackling. I could see the cladding falling onto the

floor. There was cladding all around the area.

36. I did not call 999 as the fire brigade were already there.

37. I stayed in Latimer Road as the whole community was there so we all congregated

together. I was there pretty much all night as I was with my friends who were from the

Tower.

38. Emre and I tried to go into the Tower as we wanted to help people get out, but the police

stopped us from passing the cordon that they had set up.

39. At around 3:30/4am, my family left to go to my sister's house. She liN es locally to the

area.
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40. At around 6am I also left and went to my sister's house to meet my family.

The firefighters

41. At around 2am my friends and I went to speak to the firefighters, we asked them why they

were telling the residents that were trying to get out to go back upstairs, they replied saying

they were following protocol. The fire at this point was around halfway up the Tower. I

knew the firefighters were telling people to stay inside as I could hear members of the

community that were speaking to friends and family in the Tower who had told them they

were being told to stay in their flats.

42. I did not see the firefighters spraying water until quite a while after the fire had started.

The road around the Tower had a gas problem meaning that for at least a couple of months

the roads were blocked by the construction work, so the fire engines could not get to the

building. It must have been around an hour later than when I first left my flat that the

firefighters started spraying water. Even after they started spraying the water it was only

reaching around the 11th 1.2t1i floor of the building, despite the fact the fire was at its worst

towards the top.

43. At the start of the fire when it was still quite small, it was the people that were coming

back from the late mosque prayers that got a lot of the people out. Before the fire brigade

came I had witnessed members of the community helping residents leave the Tower, then

the police came and they stopped people from going inside. It appeared as if it was the

civilians that got more people out than the fire brigade. The firefighters were attempting

to go inside the building, but they kept running back out again. We asked the firefighters

why there were not helping people and why they were not spraying water they responded

saying they are doing what they can. More people could have been saved had the police

not intervened in the beginning by stopping people from going in to help the residents

out.
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44. When the cordons were first put in place, I attempted to speak to the fire fighters and

police asking them whether they were actually getting people out as it did not appear as

if they were doing anything. The firefighters were repeatedly shouting "Get back, get

back" It was difficult to hear them clearly due to the amount of noise that was in the

background.

Medical assistance

45. I was seen by the onsite paramedic, I felt it was a good idea to see them due to the amount

of smoke I had inhaled whilst standing outside near the Tower. After checking me over,

they said that I was fine.

Assistance after the fire

46. Me and my family stayed at my sister's house at first. I stayed around 3-4 days, but my

parents stayed for a bit longer.

47. I went to Westway and spoke to the housing representatives that were there. They

organised a hotel booking for me and my family at however, my

brother was put into the as was fully booked.

48. The charities working at Westway and the Al-Manaar mosque distributed clothes and I

relied on them. I did not find the council helpful. When I did see representatives of the

council at Westway; I would ask them if I could go back to my house. I was told that I

would be allowed to do so but, in the end, we were not permitted.

49.

Other matters
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50. I have not made a statement to the police. I have not made any statements other than those

to Bishop Lloyd & Jackson Solicitors.

51. I would prefer not to testify in court but if it is necessary then I will.

52. The Inquiry may come back to me if they require further information.

Statement of Truth

I confirm that the contents of this witness statement are true

I confirm that I am willing for this statement to form part of the evidence before the Inquiry

and to be published on the Inquiry's website.

Dated: 25/ 1071i
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