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IN THE GRENFELL TOWER INQUIRY

PHASE 1 STATEMENT OF AMINA CHAER-YEM.LAIII

I, Amino Chaer-Yemlabi of
WILL SAY AS FOLLOWS ;-

BACKGROUND

1. 1 make this statement to assist the Grenfell Tower Inquiry,

2. The statements I make are from my own knowledge or belief unless otherwise

stated. If not from my own knowledge I will identify the source.

3. I have not made any statements to the police.

4. My name is Arnina Choer-Yernlahi. I was born on the in

Laroche, Morocco. I was One of nine siblings. Eight of us came with out

parents to live in England, Our Dad came to England first, in or around 1970,

with the rest of family following in or around 1976. My youngest sibling was

born in We are a very close family. I live with my husband, Ahmed

Chaer-Yernlalli, and my daughter, Yousra Omer-Yen:114i, yOuna's husband
first came to live with us in Aril 2017. He then returned to Morocco because

his mother was unwell. He has lived with us perOaaneutly since September

2017. Our fiat is located close to Grenfell Tower and we can see the Tower

clearly from the bedroom windows which look Out over the Tower,

5. My sister Hanan El Wahabi, and her family (her husband and two children)

lived in flat 66 on the ninth floor of Grerifell Tower. They managed to escape
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on the night of the fire. My brother Abdulaziz El Wahabi, my sister-in-law,

Fouzia El Wahabi and their three children, Yasin (aged 21), Nurhouda (aged

16) and Mehdi (aged 8) all died in the fire. They lived on the twenty first

floor, in flat 182.

6. My son, Billal, and his wife, Touraya, live with their three

Children, I .am. -very close to my son and his. family. My son's children were

.very close to rriy brother's children. From flat there is a Clear view Of

Grenfell Tower.

14 JUNE 2017 AND THE HOURS LEADING UP TO THEME

7. On the evening of Tuesday 13 jute 2017 I was at home with my husband,

Ahmed, and my daughter, Yousra. It was the month of Ramadan and so I did

not go to sleep until we had eaten breakfast before sunrise.

8. At around 12.30am on 14 June 2017 I took a shower. My husband was lying

down and Yousra was on the phone, talking to her husband. When I came out

of the shower, I sat at the dining table. At around 1.15ain my daughter in law,

Touraya, called our landline. Our dining room does not look out onto Tower

and so I was not aware that there was a fire and had not seen that anything

was going on. Although I could hear lots of sirens, I didn't think anything of

this because it is quite usual to hear sirens. When I answered the phone I was

surprised that Touraya was calling me because it was so late. I thought it

might be to do with Touraya's grandparents. Touraya asked me if I knew

anything. I was won-led and did not understand what She was asking me

about. I told her I didn't know anything. Touraya sounded shaky and. I could

tell something was wrong. I asked her to tell me what was going on. She was

repeating the question "are you sure you don't know anything?". I said to her

"I swear I don't know anything". Then I asked her whether she had received

news from Morocco but she told me it was not to do with news from

Morocco, She told me "Grenfell Tower, where your brother and, sister live is

on fire". I asked whose flat she was talking about, my brother's or my sister's.

She said to me the fire started at the bottom of the Tower and was going up
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the whole Tower. She said that Billal was talking to Hanan who was making

her way out of the Tower. She then said that my brother and his family Were

still in their flat. As I was talking to Touraya I ran from the sitting room to the

bedrOotn. I opened the curtains and all I can remember is that my husband

was lying on the bed and I was screaming at him that my brother and my

sister Were on fire.

9: I screamed, ran downstairs and told Yousra, who was still on the phone to her

husband, about the Are. I told Yousra to stay at home while I went to the Tower but

she wanted to come with Itte. I put on my headscarf and Yousra and I ran out. We

live very close to the Tower (about two Or three miuuteS' Walk away) and We Were

running, $0 we got there very. quickly. We were at Silchester Road by the Methodist

church and, the new school Kensington Aldridge Academy.

10. When we got there, police officers were present and they wouldn't let us get any

closer to the Tower. We Were anyway very close to the Tower, directly underneath it.

We could see lots of police officers, lots Of people were standing with us. My

neighbours were close by and could hear me screaming that my sister and my brother

were in the Tower, My daughter and I were in great distress. I was so distressed that

I didn't know how to use my phone properly. Yousra was trying to call Iianan and

she managed to get through to her. Yousra ran towards Latimer Road, but before she

got to the main road she spoke to Hamm who told her that she was by the sports

centre, I was with trty neighbours, still by Kensington Aldrige Academy. My

neighbour was holding me to support me because I couldn't stand up. Yousra came

back to where I was and we went together towards the Westway sports centre to

meet Hawn. As were running to meet her, I spoke with Henan on the phone. She

told me that they had made it out a the Tower, Henan was crying and told me that
our brother was still in the Tower. As I was talking to Hanan I saw her and I fell to

the floor with her screaming for my brother and his family. We were surrounded by

people, so many people tried to comfort us. Hawn and I were hugging each other

screaming and crying. We were in pieces. I was asking where my brother was.

11. A short while later we spoke to Fouzia, our sister-in-law on the phone. I spoke to

her while my brother, Abdulaziz, was speaking to the emergency services, I spoke

with Fouzia a couple of times, I was sharing the phone with other family members.

My sister-in-law said the fire was in their kitchen and was coming towards the sitting
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rOorn. I asked her "where i$ my brother"? She told me he was talking to the

emergency services. As I was speaking with Fouzia I could hear my brother's voice

and I eould hear him Speaking to the emergency services. Then I passed the phone to

my sister, Henan.

1/. At some point HEman spoke with my brother, Abdidaziz He told her that he had tried

coming out of the flat with his youngest daughter and they had made it to the stairs

but the smoke was too much and he couldn't see where he was going. When

Abdulatiz made this attempt he was speaking to one of my sisters. She said to me

that Abdulaziz had told my niece, Nurhouda, don't be scared, talk to your aunty.

But it was too dark so he turned back and returned to the flat. I think Abdulaziz made

a few attempts to leave. The emergency services told them to stay in the flat.

13. A very short while later we called my sister-in-law, Fouzia, again_ I don't know what

time it was. Hest track of time. We could see shadows in the sitting window of

my brother's flat; some people Were standing by the windows We couldn't

make out who it was. Fouzia said that the emergency services had told them to go

to their bedroom and close the door. Fouzia said that they had been told to close the

door and put something under the door to block the smoke. I said to her to get all the

towels and blankets and wet them. r told Fouzia to cover the children and for them
all to cover 'themselves under the blankets together. Fouzia called the children and I

could hear her saying to them, "your aunty is saying to wet the blankets and Cover

yourselves". This was the last thing that I heard my sister say. I then passed the

phone to my brother-in-law and then he passed it to my sister Asia. At some point

that call ended. After I had spoken to Fouzia we had seen the lights going off at the

sitting room window.

14. We then tried to ring again. The phone would ring and ring but no one would

answer. We then tried my brother's phone, the house phone and the children's

phones but no one answered. The phones were ringing and ringing.

15. Our family stayed together outside the Tower all night until the morning. It all

happened so quickly and before we knew it, it was daylight. We thought that my

brother and family would be coining out. Police officers were telling at that they

were doing their best. Lots of people were screaming at the police officers and trying

to get through to help people in the Tower. When we first saw the helicopters we

thought they would drop water and we were pleased. But we quickly realised that
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this was not the case. One was a police helicopter and we later found out that one

was from the media to film the events. We were shocked by this.

16. People gave us bottles of water to prepare for the fasting. The community help was

amazing, At or around 7am Or Stun we were told to go to the Rugby Club:. We didn't

know if my brother's family were dead or alive. When we first got to the Rugby

Club we asked which hospitals the survivors had been taken to. Sonle of my Daily

members started to go round the hospitals, They would call us froin the hospitals to

say that they had not found anyone. Someone gave us a phone number to call for

missing people. Several of my family members called that phone -number but the

person they spoke to jin3t took our details and the details of the people who were

missing. Nobody called us back While we were trying to find out information by

calling this number; the other family members who were searching told us that my

brother and his family were named on the safe list, which meant they were alive. We

wanted to believe this, but we didn't know what was happening.

17. At some point we were asked to leave the Rugby Club because this was only for

people who had lost their homes. We then sat outside the Rugby Club. We didn't

know what to do. We heard a lot of rumours about what had happened. Someone

said that at the Al Manar Islamic cultural Centre there was a list of people who had

died. My niece, came to us and said that my brother and his family were on

this list and that they had all passed away. When I heard this I just screamed and

collapsed. Journalists were there and they tried to film us. It was unbearable. My

sister Gita suffers Asia was holding me. We

were taken back to Rugby Club. At some point someone came to tell us that it was

not true that my brother and his family had died. I don't know where these people

were from. Someone came and said to us, "I am going to show you that they are on

the safe list". This person took Gita and Yousra and my other nieces and told them

my brother and his family were on the Safe list. So we started M believe that they

were still alive. We were searching and searching the hospitals and trying to find out

some news but we could not find them. I remember that so many charities were

there, the Red Cross and many Muslim charities., as well as lots of journalists. They

were all trying to get information but no one could tell us anything for certain. I

don't remember seeing anyone froth the council. At about 12pra on Wednesday 14

June 2017 we went home. The fire was still burning fiercely in the Tower.
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18. I think it was two days later on Friday 16 June 2017 that two family liaison officers

from the police came to our house. So many of my family members were gathered

together at my house. The officers told us that they didn't know what had happened

to my brother and his family. They told us that they could not confirm anything but

that they were officially classed as missing. The officers explained that they needed

medical records and they asked for the details of the GP and dentist for my brother

and his family. They tools DNA from Hawn and one of my brothers and we

confirmed to the officers that they should contact Hanan if they need to get in touch

with us. We didn't want our Mum to know at this point, she has

and we wanted to protect her:

19. I think it was about two days later that the police officers came and said to us that all

the people in hospital had been accounted for and my brother and his family were not

among them. We asked the officers if this meant that my brother and his faintly had

died. The officers said yes but said that this could not be confirmed until they found

the remains of the bodies. We thought that the bodies would be found and we were

preparing for funeral in Morocco. I now know that the officers told my son, Billal,

that my brother and his family were in the worst part of the fire and that we shouldn't

be surprised if the officers only found ashes.

20. It viras not until August 2017 that my brother's chain was found. After this different

body parts were found and over time, I think by October 2017, we were able to

identify all of our family members. I remember being told that my brother, his

wife and three children had all been together when they died and that they

were covered with something.

21. I can never escape the horror of the fire and the memories are with me constantly.

The horror of the fire and the way my brother, my sister-in-law, my niece and my

two nephews died hits me every day.

1 confirm that I am willing for the statement to form part of the evidence before the

inquiry and for it to be published on the Inquiry's website.

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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SIGNED

DATED

„Asegi4c
AMINA CEIAER-YEMLAIII

s
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