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IN THE GRENFELL TOWER PUBLIC INQUIRY

FIRST WITNESS STATEMENT OF MS CLARRIE MENDY

Clarrie Mendy date of birth will say as follows:-

Background information

I. This statement relates to tragic events on the 14th June 2017, I understand that this is

being dealt with in Phase I of the Inquiry and the other matters on which I would like

to comment on are being dealt with in Phase 2 of the Inquiry.

2. My relatives, namely Mary Mendy and Khadija Saye, were victims of the Grenfell

Tower tire. They lived on the 20th floor Flat 173 of the Tower. 1 was born

and travelled to the Gambia to meet my cousin Mary who was born in The

Gambia. I was a few years older than Mary. I am the daughter of Antoine and Eileen

Mendy. My parents were humanitarians and played a role as unofficial ambassadors

during the period of The Gambian independence. My parents were honoured and

invited on 3 occasions to garden patties at Buckingham Palace. I believe the

humanitarian baton has been passed on to me.

3. My father Antoine lived in The Gambia and travelled the world before moving to the

UK. Mary's dad was my father's nephew.

4. Prior to the Grenfell tragedy, I spent years researching and

promoting the roots festival in the Gambia the African slave trade. I presented papers
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and I spoke at the African Union summit. I 2008 1 started writing a book on

international trade which I am still working on to date.

Relationshiop with Mary Mendy and Ithadija Saye

5. I frequented the Gambia from 1979. I first met Mary as well as the other cousins in

1980. She was like my sister, for so many years prior to her moving to the UK and we

had a very unique bond. It was my father who had brought Mary to the UK, he signed

her paperwork and arranged her visa to come to this country. Mary moved to the UK

and lived at my family residence with my father and family member in approximately

1986-1987. Mary stayed in our family home until she found her own place and

moved on.

6. I always spoke to Mary a lot on the phone and I would always see her at family

occasions such as my parent's death anniversaries which we commemorated every

year, and celebratory events.

7, Khadija, Mary's daughter, was very shy. I would say she was more introverted than

extraverted. She was artistic but I never got the chance to see any of Khadija's

artwork. I know that she was an aspiring artist destined to be an exceptional and

prominent figure in her profession. She was the apple of her mother's eye.

8. 13efore the tragedy at Grenfell, I had a lot of illness

I was in bed 4 to 5 days a week as my mobility was impaired.

After the Grenfell Tower tragedy

9. Since the tragedy at Grenfell, God has given me strength and I am a firm believer of

my faith. I have also embraced all victims; this is about justice for humanity. As I am

well connected to the community I have become well versed with the issues that

Tower's residents had been raising as concerns. I was well aware of the electrical

surges in the flats, I knew of the gas works and arising issues. So many people have
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spoken of the 'blue flames' billowing from the gas pipes in the stairways that were

left uncovered on the night and I am certain this was as a result of the shoddy and

incomplete gas works.

10. During the initial public meetings in the aftermath (which ran for approximately 2

months after the tragedy) and the public scrutiny meetings that followed, I attended

and told Elizabeth Campbell, leader of Kensington and Chelsea County Council, that

the dead should not just be dead and forgotten. I wanted a minute's silence before the

meetings to honour the dead and this was facilitated. I have been heavily involved in

helping many of the affected people in the aftermath of the fire.

1 3. The council also wanted to cancel the Notting Hill carnival in 2017 but I was

adamant that following the tragedy it was a time of unity and they were not going to

take the carnival away from the community. The carnival went ahead as planned with

an opening ceremony in memory of the Grenfell Tower deceased victims_

12. 1, along with my colleague, started an organisation to help those affected by the

tragedy at Grenfell. It transpired that my colleague registered the organisation as

private. All my efforts are not-for profit.

13. I have since registered Relative Justice and Humanity for Grenfell as a not-for-profit

organisation and have amassed a community of a minimum of 300 people that have

been affected. These individuals include the bereaved, survivors, local residents,

evacuated persons, volunteers, family members, witnesses to the fire and community

organisations.

14. 1 have helped people from numerous backgrounds including Egyptian, Somalian,

Afghani, Iranian, Moroccan, Sierra Leonean, English and Trish. Some people do not

even speak English. I hoped that there would be interpreters to help them in the

Inquiry and time allowed for translation.
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15. Under the umbrella of Relative Justice - Humanity for Grenfell and Beyond Grenfell

there are other support networks. Beyond Grenfell is a support network I am

organising to help those affected by the tragedy. It will be rim by an ex-UN

ambassador in providing support by world class trauma specialists and in-house legal

teams to deal with all matters including housing, providing counselling for post-

traumatic stress and giving those affected psychological and psychiatric care, retreats,

community events and remembrance services etc.

16. I have also set up collaborative legal forums in unison with a panel of legally trained

members/advisors and the European Head of Human Rights. I invited a selection of

legal representatives together with members of the affected community to attend our

forum and to advise on matters and signpost on others such as immigration and visa

extensions, housing, human rights matters under the Human Rights Act, landlords'

duty of care, disability rights under the Disability Act and health and well being

services. I also took a course as a mental health first aider to help identify the stages

people are going through and to recognise where to signpost people to.

17. The Relative Justice Facebook page is called ̀ Grenfell Speaks'. Any event we attend

or participate in as an organisation is recorded and shared to the public via twitter,

whats app, facebook, television, the media and puclications. One such event includes

an interfaith service at Notting Hill Carnival last summer. During the event, which

was attended by numerous local MN, I introduced the Mayor of London Sadiq Khan

to the bereaved families present and I gave a speech to the crowds regarding unity in

the community since the Grenfell tragedy and released doves in honour of the dead

and arranged interfaith prayers prior to the carnival.

18. Another event arranged was the 6 month anniversary at St Pauls Cathedral in

December 2017. Prince William attended and 1 met with him but I felt the event was

a whitewash and the Cathedral were trying to make the event a national service. It

was not a national service. I had recommended funding and reached out to make the
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event a national service but no one got back to me. The Cathedral had their own

strategy.

19. More recently, namely 10th May 2018, I met with Theresa May regarding the

diversity of the panel at parliament. I had arranged this appointment through my local

MP of North Kensington, Emma Dent Coad. We had arranged a thirty minute

appointment that turned into an hour and fifteen minute long discussion. During the

appointment, I told Nick Hurd, MP for Ruislip, Northwood and Pinner, that I did not

want to speak to him as he had made no effort to engage with the community.

20. Relative justice also arranged the first anniversary service at St Helen's Church on

14th June 2018. We also arranged the walk from St Helen's to the wall and trees and

bushes were planted in honour and commemoration of the 72 victims. We invited

people of all denominations and religions, MPs, local councillors, legal teams and

more. We released doves for the bereaved and came together in mourning and

remembering. This was followed by a silent walk in the evening and over 5000

people attended.

21. I have given interviews to numerous local and international media outlets to heighten

greater awareness for the cause, including: Victoria Derbyshire, London Living, Sky,

RT (Russia Today), BBC, ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5, Vanessa Feltz, the Eddie

Nesa show,Africa News today, World Today and the WOW (Women of the world)

Festival, Radio 4, Women's hour and BBC4. Journalists and other media outlets often

contact me to appear or provide comments with regards to the tragedy in light of

onhoing subject matters.

22. From my engagement with the community, I know people are still struggling to find

housing and suitable permanent accommodation. I know that people are struggling

with immigration issues and there are people that have been refused CP status that

definitely play a pivotal role in this Inquiry.
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Statement of Truth

I believe that facts stated in this witness statement are true to the best of my knowledge.

Signed

Dated

Clarrie Mendy

17K 1.
/
1
1
1B 
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