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GRENFELL TOWER INQUIRY

SECOND WITNESS STATEMENT OF LILLIAN OLWA

I, LILLIAN OLWA, will say as follows:

1. 1 make this second witness statement to clarify matters in my first statement and to

correct some errors contained within it. I would like to apologise to all concerned for

the inaccuracies in my previous statement and explain how they came about.

2. On the night of 13 June 2018 I was not in Grenfell Tower as I previously stated. 1 was

however living in the tower at the time of the fire, with my friend Prossy Nalukwago

who was staying with me in my flat. At that time Prossy was a national and

did not have permission to live or work in the UK.

3. Prossy and I had been introduced by a mutual friend as she needed somewhere to stay

for a few months before she returned to . I told Prossy that as long as it would

only be for a maximum of 6 months then it was okay for her to stay with me. I

wanted to help her because I felt sorry for her.

However I was aware that if the police or Home Office found out about Prossy then it

would be serious and that somehow her stay was in breach of immigration rules. By

the night of the fire Prossy had been staying with me for 2 months. She was not

paying me rent, just contributing to housekeeping.
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4. At the time of the fire I was volunteering When

volunteering I would stay overnight with people in their homes. The people I stayed

with were old and I would stay to provide company and to make sure that they were

okay.

5. On the evening of the 13 June 2018 I left home at 5 pm to attend my voluntary job

and travelled to Kingston by bus. At first the evening progressed as normal. That

night the son of the lady I was looking after was visiting from France.

6. At around lam I was sitting looking at my phone playing a game when Prossy called

me. She said there was a big fire in the tower and that she was really worried. I just

brushed it off I didn't think it would be anything to worry about and thought that the

fire brigade would just take care of it. I told Prossy not to worry. One of us hung up,

1 can't remember who, and I thought nothing of it.

7. An hour or so later I remember thinking that I should check on Prossy again. I tried

to call her several times but she was not answering.

8. After that I called my cousin in Canada. I would often do this because the time

difference meant that I could have a conversation with her in the late evening while I

was volunteering. I remember saying to my cousin that the girl I was living with was

a drama queen and explaining that she had called me to say there was a fire in the

building I lived in. We actually laughed about it, but I thought more about it

afterwards and felt that I needed to check back with her.

9. It was after 2 am when I called Prossy again and this time she answered quickly. She

told me that she had made it out of the Tower and that she was waiting for a friend of

hers who she calls mum, to come and pick her up. Someone had found Prossy seated

on the grass somewhere and had offered to take her to a safer place. I remember then

going to the TV to check the news.

10. When I switched on the TV the fire was all over the news. It looked terrible and it

frightened me so much I called Prossy back straight away. She said she had tried to

explain how bad it had been. Immediately we began discussing the difficulty with her
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immigration status. We realised that there would be a thorough police investigation

and that they would find out she was staying in my flat and that she was in the country

illegally. We agreed quickly that if they asked her then she should say that she was

not in the flat, but that I was. We thought that way they would not question her as

part of the investigation. I realise that this was a foolish thing to do but panicked and

was not thinking properly.

1 1.1 went to find the son of the lady I was staying with and told him that I had to leave.

He was asked me what was wrong because by then I was crying. I showed him the

TV and he saw what was happening and realised that it was where I live. He told me

to go quickly to see what I could salvage.

12. At the time I did not think of getting a taxi, I travelled back by bus, using the same

route as I had on the way out. It was as though I simply couldn't believe what I had

seen on TV and I kept thinking that I had lost everything. I was hoping that the fire

hadn't reached my flat. Slowly though I began to realise that people might have died,

and that I was just thinking about my things and felt bad. On top of all of this was

Prossy's issue. There were so many things going through my head at that time. I

didn't even realise but my phone had run out of battery and so i could no longer

contact people

13. There were no busses at that time from Shepherds Bush so for the last part f the

journey I had to walk back to the Tower from there. From Shepherds Bush I could

see the smoke. I think I reached Latimer Road at about 5 or 6 am. The tower was still

burning and there was so much smoke. I stood there transfixed and I simply couldn't

believe what 1 was seeing. I was looking and just wondering how it could have

happened. I sat for a time on Silchester Road on the pavement and didn't even realise

I was crying.

14. Two gentlemen came and spoke to me because 1 was wearing a bracelet that had a

Kenyan flag. They realised from this that I spoke Swahili. They were volunteers and

they took me inside Latimer Christian centre. I stayed there for a while and at some

stage a lady charged my phone for me.
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15. Later I spoke with a lady from the police and told her that I had been living in the

tower with a friend. I didn't mean to hut it just slipped out.

16. As soon as my phone was charged I tried calling Prossy but her phone was not

connecting I was very worried. When Prossy called me later from a different number

I was very relieved to hear from her. We discussed the situation again and both

agreed that we should not mention she was there. I told her that I had told the police

officer that I lived with a friend, but that I hadn't passed on a name. Prossy told me

that she had been in hospital, but that she had left on her own because of her situation.

17. In the evening of the day following the fire we spoke again and I told her that there

were many things available for people who had lost everything. She told me that she

was okay and that her friends had brought her clothes. She said that she was going to

stay with her friends.

18. Soon after we spoke again and I told her that after what had happened I did not think

that they were going to deport her, although I didn't know for sure at that time. There

was a lot of confusion and concern about people who did not have proper immigration

rights. I wasn't even thinking about the possible consequences for me, I was just

thinking that she needed help and somewhere to stay. Prossy was still scared though

and said that she couldn't come forward and it would be very risky for her. I

remember calling her once and telling her that I wanted to write down her name on

the list of people who needed assistance, but she said she did not need help and told

me not to write down her name.

19. Sometime later Prossy came to see me in my room at the . hotel. I told

her again that she should stop hiding. After a while we went downstairs because 1

was told that there was a charity that had some things for us. Shahin Sadafi was there

with Yvonne Harris. They said that they wanted to start up a WhatsApp group and

they were asking what flat we were in. I gave them my flat number and Shahin asked

if there were any other people there. I looked at Prossy and she said no. I said to

Shahin that he should think about talking to Prossy. Prossy didn't want to speak, but

Shahin said it was just a WhatsApp group for people who were inside the tower and

so she agreed and gave him her name and number.
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20. A couple of days afterwards I was still trying to convince Prossy to ask for help. She

went and spoke with a lawyer. The lawyer said they would help her to write a letter

to the Home Office about her case. The lawyers weren't helpful though and so I got

an appointment to take her to the Law Centre.

21. Eventually the Home Office announced that there was an amnesty for people with

immigration issues. Prossy didn't tell people in full about her situation tunil the home

office announced the immunity. When Prossy did come forward they gave her a

place to stay at the

22. In the meantime I had told the police that I was at home when the fire took place, and

that I had escaped the tower early. I deeply regret this but panicked and was not sure

what would happen or how Prossy would be viewed. The account of events that I

gave in my first inquiry statement was the same as that I provided to the police when

they took a witness statement from me soon after the fire. My only reason for not

telling the truth from the start was panic and my fear for what might happen to Prossy

if she was discovered by the authorities. Once I had given one account I felt that I

had to continue with the same version of events and be consistent. Looking again at

my first statement I confirm that the paragraphs numbered 1-10 and 23-31are correct

but the remainder should be removed. I deeply regret this now and apologise sincerely

for having done this.

Statement of Truth

I confirm that this statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief

I confirm that I am willing for the statement to form part of the evidence before the Inquiry

and for it to be published on the Inquiry's website.

Signed:

Dated:

Lillian Olwa
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