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WITNESS STATEMENT

Criminal Procedure Rules, r27.2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, s.9; Magistrates' Courts Act 1980, s.5b

Statement of: FAIRBROTHER, ANDY

Age if under 18: OVER 18 (if over 18 insert 'over 18') Occupation: POLICE OFFICER

This statement (consisting of 1 page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief
and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully
stated in it anything which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true.

Signature: A FAIRBROTHER Date: 13/10/2017

Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded 0 (supply witness details on rear)

This statement is in relation to the fire at Grenfell Tower on 14th June 2017. It is being written in the Safer

Neighbourhood Office on the third floor in Bethnal Green Police Station. Body Worn Video had not been

issued to me at the time.

On Tuesday 13th June 2017 I was a carrier driver for Serial 997A which was Level 2 Counter Terror

patrols. I was working a 1700-0200 shift and we were tasked with high visibility patrols around the Shard

in Southwark. Around 0100 hours we were sent to Grenfell Tower to help with the ongoing fire incident.

We made our way on the I call and arrived about 20mins later. I think the RVP was BOMORE ROAD but

believed I parked the carrier on ST ANNES ROAD j/w STONELEIGH PLACE due to the amount of

emergency service vehicles already there.

As a serial we made our way on foot towards the tower, I believe via STONELEIGH STREET,

TREADGOLD STREET, GRENFELL ROAD walking underneath/past the East side of the tower which

was ablaze. I can remember seeing dozens of firefighters lying to the West of the leisure centre looking

exhausted. We were then tasked creating the cordons on SILCHESTER ROAD which then extended up

LANCASTER ROAD. I was mainly on the pedestrian crossing at the south of LANCASTER ROAD.

There was obviously lots of members of public who had congregated. Some of them said they were on the

phone to relatives inside the building.

At some point there was a request for level 2 shields so I went with PS PATTISON (serial Skipper) and

another officer back to the carrier where we collected 6 long shields and left them on GRENFEL ROAD

near the j/w BOMORE ROAD. We then made our way back to the cordons on LANCASTER ROAD.

Signature: A FAIRBROTHER Signature witnessed by:
2018

OFFICIAL

MET00012698_0001



OFFICIAL
Statement of: FAIRBROTHER, ANDY Form MG11(T)

Page 2 of 2
Back at the cordons there were more distressed public on the phones to relatives asking what to tell them

to do. I remember a decision being made, I think it was via the Fire Brigade to tell any residents to 'self-

evacuate' which I thought at the time could not be good news. There was one particular female who I saw

break down in tears/hysterics when she realised her family were inside. Into daylight hours the cordon

was extended to the top of LANCASTER ROAD j/w ST MARKS ROAD. The media had started to set

up. I remember talking to one Fireman about the route the 'large' ladder fire engine should come in by,

suggesting HOLLAND PARK AVENUE, LADBROOKE GROVE. I also moved the carrier to

LANCASTER ROAD in the early hours of the morning. Eventually, around mid-day we were relieved

and had a de-brief at Kensington Police Station.
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