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WITNESS STATEMENT

Criminal Procedure Rules, r27.2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, s.9; Magistrates' Courts Act 1980, s.5b

Statement of: PARKER, ROSS

Age if under 18: Over 18 (if over 18 insert 'over 18') Occupation:

This statement (consisting of 4 page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief
and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully
stated in it anything which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true.

Signature: ROSS PARKER Date: 16/06/2017

Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded El (supply witness details on rear)

This statement is made in relation to when I attended Grenfell Tower in Kensington in the early hours of

the 14th June. I am writing this statement two days after the incident however the incident is still very

fresh in my mind. The delay in writing this statement was authorised by Supt CONNORS at Croydon

Police Station as the officers on my serial and I had worked an extended tour of duty, over 18 hours, and

were subsequently provided with leave in order to rest and recover from the incident.

On Tuesday 13th June 2017, I was on duty in police uniform in company of PS ELLIOT, PC COLEY, PC

NORTON, PC HUNT, PC REEVE and PC WILLES. We were working in a marked police carrier using

the call sign, Serial 998B; I was acting in a capacity as the supervisor of the carrier. Our tour started at

1800 and we had been tasked centrally to undertake high visibility reassurance patrols in the area

surrounding the London Eye including Jubilee Park, the Southbank and Westminster Bridge. Whilst the

events in this statement are detailed in a chronological order, I am not sure of the times that individual

events occurred. This is due to it being a very fast moving, high pressure incident that took place over a

prolonged period of time. I was wearing a body worn video camera throughout the tour.

At around 0130 on Wednesday 14th June, our carrier had been instructed to return to Croydon and await a

dismissal. About five minutes after this instruction, we were informed to standby as there was an incident

developing on Kensington and Chelsea's ground and we may be required to assist, by this time we had
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only made it to the Lambeth Bridge so we parked up and awaited further instruction. We remained on

standby for about a further ten minutes until we were deployed to attend the incident and were told to

attend the RVF' which was on Bomore Road. We made our way to the RVP using blue lights and two tone

sirens to make progress. I believe we arrived at Bomore Road at around 0205.

On arrival, I liaised with the local duty officer, BSI who was commanding the incident at the time. I

believe he was acting as overall "silver" for the incident. I informed him that I had a compliment of 1

sergeant and 6 PC's and we were deployed to Lancaster Road to provide support to two officers that had

cordoned off the area by the junction of Silchester Road

As I walked around, parallel with Kensington Leisure Centre, I saw the extent of the fire. I could see that

there were people trapped in the upper floors and were using torches and other items to attract attention

that they were inside the address. It was horrendous, I could hear people screaming from within the

address and the fire was truly ferocious and had engulfed the majority of the side of the building on the

East and South sides. I was informed by the officers at the junction of Silchester Road that Lancaster

Road was being used as the common approach path for fire engines and ambulances. There was a large

crowd that had gathered in Lancaster Road both on the road and the footpath as well as several vehicles

that had been abandoned on the road. I briefed my officers on the need to ensure that the road was kept

clear to enable the easy access and egress of emergency service vehicles towards Grenfell Tower.

We began to talk to the crowd, encouraging them to stay out of the road and stay on the pavements. We

also attempted to identify the owners of the vehicles that were causing obstructions in the road. I believe

several owners of these vehicles were indentified and the vehicles were moved however I am also aware

that at least one car had to have its window smashed in order to move it to the side of the road as it was

causing an obstruction and the owner could not be found. Whilst speaking to the members of the crowd it

became apparent that many of them were friends or relatives of people that were trapped inside Grenfell

Tower. Officers were communicating via their radios information of any people that were known to be

trapped inside their flats so that the London Fire Brigade (LFB) were aware. The advice communicated

over the radios, which I believe came from the LFB, was to inform relatives to place wet towels around

the doors of their flats and to stay within their flats. After about an hour or so, the fire was getting

increasingly worse, I could feel the heat coming from the building and I could see that parts of the
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building were starting to fall away from the main building. I had a genuine concern around the structural

integrity of the building and feared that, if it was to collapse, the crowd that we had cordoned off would

not have been of a sufficient distance away from the building and may have been injured or worse. I

spoke with an inspector, who I believe was from Tower Hamlets borough. which had just arrived with his

serial and discussed this with him. I raised my concerns and suggested that we attempt to extend the

cordon to the junction of St Marks Road. This inspector agreed with me and stated that his serial would

assist in moving the people back and extending the cordon.

We managed to extend the cordon back to St Marks Road, the majority of the people complied with this

request however several people initially refused. I had to shout and use assertive language to ensure

people moved, explaining that it was for their own safety and that all the emergency services were doing

everything they could to help. Once this task had been completed and a cordon was in place, a request

came out over the radio for more units to assist at Avondale Park Road as they were having issues with

crowd control. I spoke with the inspector from the Tower Hamlets serial and he was content that he had

sufficient staff to manage the cordon on Lancaster Road so I reconvened my officers and made our way to

Avondale Park Road.

Once at Avondale Park Road, I could see that there was a crowd that had formed near to the junction of

Bomore Road. I spoke to a sergeant who was from Lambeth borough who had requested the assistance.

He explained to me that the northern most part of Avondale Park Road was being used as an overspill

area for the London Ambulance Service (LAS) to treat people as the Kensington Leisure Centre opposite

Avondale Park Road was the main treatment area. He further explained that every time a casualty was

bought to either area, the crowd were pushing forwards which was making it difficult for the LAS to do

their job. We formed a cordon and encouraged the crowd to move back towards the junction of Threshers

Place. Once this was done, a cordon was put in place using cordon tape to prevent people from

encroaching.

Once this was complete, I liaised with BS1 who was outside Kensington Leisure centre and asked

whether there was anything that we could do to assist. He told us to standby, which we did. Whilst we

were standing by, a circulation was put out over the radio by Detective Supt WAMETT who was acting

as "gold" for the incident, stating that the advice that had come from the London Fire Brigade was to
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advise any occupants that were still inside the building to attempt to self evacuate if they could.

A short while later, I was tasked by Det Supt WAMETT to begin evacuating Treadgold House, which is a

small estate compromising of 38 flats and maisonettes immediately south of Grenfell Tower. This was

due to a concern both around the structural integrity of Grenfell Tower and that there was a risk that the

fire could spread to other nearby buildings. I had been instructed by Det Supt WARNETT to enter any

property that we did not have a reply at and did not know whether the occupants had been evacuated.

These entries would be made under S. 17 PACE in order to save life or limb. I briefed my PC's and

formed a strategy of methodically going flat by flat and recording what action had been taken at each

address. I obtained a loudhailer and broadcasted that we were evacuating Treadgold House and requested

that residents leave their addresses. As I did this, people began to leave their properties. PC HUNT

recorded the details of people that had vacated their properties as well as the details of those that we were

aware had previously vacated. We were made aware of a lady that resided in flat 10 that is disabled and is

bed bound. With the assistance of LAS we managed to evacuate her. We forced entry to 15 different

properties, ensuring each one was clear. The properties that we forced entry to was numbers 5, 9, 11, 13,

18, 21, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 32, 33 and 36. Once this had been completed and I was content that there

was nobody left within Treadgold House, I tasked one officer to remain within the grounds of Treadgold

house as there were numerous insecure properties and reported back to BS1 that the estate was clear.

My serial was then placed back on standby and to be readily available for further deployment. I ensured

that my officers had something to eat and something to drink as the Salvation Army had arrived and were

providing refreshments. We were later deployed to the Harrow Club which is a community centre on

Freston Road. This had been established as a reception centre run by the Red Cross for concerned friends

and relatives to enquire about loved ones that were believed to be in Grenfell Tower. We were deployed

there as the Red Cross had reported that it had attracted numerous reporters and media interest and there

presence was preventing them from doing their work. We made our way to the Harrow Club on foot and

liaised with the members of staff from the British Red Cross once we had arrived. I was informed that the

staff at the centre had managed to move on the media that were there previously causing problems and

that they were no longer present. I updated BS1 with this information and he requested that we remain

there to assist should any further media attend and cause any obstructions. We remained there for several

hours without incident. I was later informed by staff at the centre that they were closing down their
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operation and that they were relocating to the Rugby Club on Walmer Road where all concerned people

and those supplying aid were directed to go.

Once all the staff at the Harrow Club had packed up and moved on, I informed BSI who subsequently

dismissed our serial from the event.

We attended Kensington Police Station where a welfare debrief was held during which we were reminded

of the availability of the services provided by occupational health and counselling. Once this was

complete we returned to Croydon Police Station. Once at Croydon police station I held a debrief with the

officers on my serial to ensure that everyone was ok and we recapped the nights events. Several members

of Croydon SLT also attended the debrief including Supt CONNORS,A/CI MARTIN and A/CI SPIES.

Every officer was offered a lift home as we had all worked very long hours. No one reported any welfare

issues nor did anyone report any injuries. We concluded our duty at 1200.

I exhibit the three body worn footage clips filmed during the incident as RTP/1, RTP/2 and RTP/3.
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