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1                                       Wednesday, 23 May 2018

2 (10.08 am)

3                         HOUSEKEEPING

4 MR RICHMOND:  Good morning, everybody.

5         Just a few notes, if I may.

6         The first is that for various reasons the portrait

7     today on behalf of the Choucair family is going to be

8     moved to tomorrow, so that is not going to take place

9     today.

10         Has everybody got one of the trigger sheets?

11     They're all going around.  They may be updated, so you

12     need to check each day, and I still may tell you other

13     things, as I'm about to do now.

14         In the first of today's commemorations, it's nothing

15     to do with the night, but there is a voice of one of the

16     people being commemorated.  So if you know that person

17     and you're not expecting to hear that voice, their voice

18     will be heard.

19         The one today that I draw your attention to is the

20     very powerful video which has been produced by the

21     brother of Ernie Vital and the son of Marjorie, and you

22     see there are a number of points there.  I'll just

23     gently remind you of that.  If you don't hear me say it,

24     anybody sitting near me, do not feel in any way worried

25     about doing that.
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1         The second thing is some of us are, with the best of

2     intentions, offering a number of people glasses of water

3     during their difficult times.  Can we remember that

4     a number of people are in fact fasting and offering them

5     a glass of water is actually less helpful than it might

6     otherwise be.

7         I don't know how many of you are here for the first

8     time.  I'm not going to ask you to raise your hands.

9     There are a series of points that I make to everybody

10     and I make them today, I hope, relatively briefly.

11         You see where the emergency exits are.  As far as

12     the emergency exits are concerned, if there is any

13     problem at all, we will make sure you know and that our

14     ushers and security people will show you where to go and

15     escort you out.  I and my team will be the last people

16     to leave so that we will make sure this hall is clear.

17         We will, I expect, finish either just this side or

18     just the other side of lunch, so we'll have an earlier

19     day today.  Thank you to everybody for staying with us.

20         Malcolm, who is one of the leads with the NHS, has

21     advised me that maybe at the end of the day a nice thing

22     would be for him to come and offer everybody

23     a two-minute breathe-down, as he calls it, which he

24     thinks is a really good way of closing the day.  So that

25     will happen.  If you don't want to participate, please
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1     feel free to leave the room, but after that's happened

2     the room is there as usual for people to use, and of

3     course we've always got upstairs.

4         As far as the commemorations are concerned today,

5     I've given you the trigger warnings.  I don't think

6     there's anything else that I should specifically bring

7     to your attention, but, of course, what I do say and

8     remind you of is that they are by their very nature all

9     highly emotional and they will have effects.  If you

10     need to leave, please feel free to do so.  All I would

11     ask is can we keep unnecessary movement to a minimum

12     whilst we're actually having the commemorations, because

13     the people who are trying to present will find it

14     a little bit difficult.

15         But if you need to leave, please do.  The

16     counsellors are around all over the building.  They are

17     wearing either NHS bands or very bright green and orange

18     scarves, I think they're wearing, and they are often in

19     there.  They're to be found.  If you can't find one,

20     just ask an usher or one of the team and we'll get you

21     somebody to see.

22         All right?

23         The press.  Can I thank them for their continued

24     help and assistance.  Please remember our requests.

25     Firstly, that any footage which has been prepared has
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1     been prepared for the purposes of this inquiry and

2     should only be used for the purposes of this inquiry.

3     That's a request.  The purposes of the news on this

4     inquiry.  Secondly, that we are mindful about keeping

5     a respectful distance and attitude to those who are

6     bereaved and survivors and residents, because some

7     unwarranted attention has been in the past noticed and

8     has caused distress.

9         If you're tweeting, please be very careful to make

10     sure that nobody around you can see what you are doing.

11         If you want to gain access to the Wi-Fi then go to

12     the "Conference" menu, go down to "Inquiry", and the

13     password is "Inquiry2018".

14         Now, given the time, I think that's all I really

15     need to tell you today, so we'll begin very soon.  As

16     always, I'll announce when the live feed is about to

17     start.

18         I forgot the most important thing, sorry.

19         The room has been generally and from your part

20     a wonderful space of calm and dignity and support.

21     I know the people that have presented so far have

22     appreciated that.  Emotion is expected.  Most, if not

23     everybody, has shed a tear at least once, and there has

24     been applause when it's felt to be appropriate.  All of

25     those things are entirely acceptable.  I just said that
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1     in case someone has not been before and didn't know

2     that.  The room is a space for those who are survivors,

3     bereaved, residents to come together and show support

4     with the rest of us, and it needs to be your space for

5     that purpose.  I should say that.

6         So now I'll get Sir Martin in.  Thank you.

7                  (Live streaming commences)

8         (Sir Martin Moore-Bick entered the hearing room)

9 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Welcome to this morning's hearing.

10     I'll invite Mr Richmond to take us forward into the

11     proceedings.  Thank you.

12  COMMEMORATION FOR RANIA IBRAHIM, FETHIA HASSAN AND HANIA

13                            HASSAN

14 MR RICHMOND:  Good morning, sir.

15         The first commemoration today is a further

16     commemoration for Rania Ibrahim, Fethia Hassan and

17     Hania Hassan.  Can I invite those who are presenting on

18     their behalf to come to the podium.  (Pause)

19         If you just walk around to the far side, there's

20     some steps.

21         I am just checking that the live feed is on.  Yes,

22     I'm told that the live feed is on.

23         So I think the person who is introducing everything

24     this morning is you, sir, is that right?

25 MR ABOUDIHAJ:  Yes, I'm just briefly ...
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1 MR RICHMOND:  Tell us who you are first of all.

2 MR ABOUDIHAJ:  Thank you.

3         Morning, everybody.  My name is Nour-eddine

4     Aboudihaj and I'm a family friend, and also I've been

5     supporting Sayeda for and throughout her ordeal.  Also,

6     I was her teacher before so I know the family quite

7     well.  And --

8 MR RICHMOND:  Who is on the stage with you today?

9 MR ABOUDIHAJ:  On the stage with me is Sara and Aiasha and

10     Sayeda.  Sayeda is on the far left.

11         Sayeda will not be able to speak, so there will be

12     a film where Aiasha will give the presentation in her

13     name.

14         This is a very difficult time for Sayeda and her

15     family, and I just want to stress that it gives them

16     enough time to tell you about their story.

17         Thank you.

18 MR RICHMOND:  Thank you very much.

19         Now, we're going to have a film now, aren't we?

20     Yes, thank you, do have a seat.  Perhaps the lights can

21     go down and we can begin the film.

22                        (Video played)

23 MR RICHMOND:  I think, first of all, Aiasha must have been

24     extremely brave to have done that video in the way she

25     did.  Certainly I found it moving and I think we should
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1     pay tribute to her for doing that.

2         And I'm sure that I speak on behalf of everybody

3     when I say that we all hope that Sayeda's recovery

4     continues and that she returns to good health, as well

5     as finding comfort from the support of everybody else in

6     the room.

7 MR ABOUDIHAJ:  Words fail me.  Three beautiful lives cut

8     short.  Sayeda is a very resilient person.  She's kind

9     and patient.  Rania was her carer.  She nursed her when

10     she was sick.  She was part of her family and her loss

11     has been quite devastating for the whole family.

12         So just to give a bit of time for Sayeda, do you

13     want to say anything, Sayeda?

14 MS IBRAHIM:  No.

15 MR ABOUDIHAJ:  So thank you very much.

16 MR RICHMOND:  Thank you very much.

17 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Thank you very much indeed.  That

18     was a profoundly moving tribute and it must have taken

19     a lot of effort to make it and we're very grateful.

20     Thank you very much.

21 MR RICHMOND:  Sir, may I have a couple of minutes to prepare

22     the next?  Thank you.

23 (10.50 am)

24                       (A short break)

25 (10.52 am)
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1               COMMEMORATION FOR ANTHONY DISSON

2 MR RICHMOND:  We now turn to commemorations for

3     Anthony Disson from flat 194.

4         This is going to be in two stages.  The first is

5     a commemoration by his son Lee, and that is going to be

6     read by Michael Mansfield QC.  Lee himself felt unable

7     to come to be here today.

8 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Mr Mansfield.

9 MR MANSFIELD:  Good morning.  Good morning, chair.

10         Just an extra word about Lee.  He doesn't live in

11     London and he suffers from a complaint osteochondroma,

12     which his father also suffered from on the 22nd floor,

13     and this is what Lee has written.

14         "My dad, Tony Disson, was born in North Kensington,

15     the youngest in a large family.  He spent all of his

16     childhood in Notting Hill, with his mum, dad and his

17     brothers and sisters Anne, Pat, Roy, Peter, Brian, Terry

18     and Kenny.  They were, and still are, a large and caring

19     family who, no matter what, were always there for each

20     other.  One by one, they married and had families of

21     their own, my cousins.

22         "My mum and dad met each other since 1967 but it

23     wasn't until 1968 that they started dating.  I was born

24     on 6 February 1970 in Hammersmith Hospital.  Back then,

25     dads were not allowed in the delivery room, but Dad was
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1     at the hospital waiting for my arrival.  Of course,

2     I was not aware of this at the time, but it has been

3     told to me over the years.

4         "The three of us lived in Cathnor Road, Shepherds

5     Bush.  Then in late 1974, we moved to Fulham.

6     I remember us settling in there and being really happy.

7     I was four when my dad asked my mum to marry him.  They

8     set a date, but they had to put it on hold as my

9     uncle Roy was seriously ill.  Sadly, he did not live to

10     see his brother marry my mum.

11         "The Brunswick Boys Club played a big part in our

12     lives at that time, as it was right on our doorstep.

13     Dad and I became members and he was a coach in every

14     sport going at the Brunswick.  I was with him wherever

15     he went.  I don't remember ever missing an event that

16     was taking place; there were camping trips and charity

17     activities.  It was special dad and son time for us.

18         "He loved football and became a supporter of Fulham

19     Football Club, our local team.  Even when I was small,

20     he would take me along to their matches.  The two of us

21     even went to Wembley to watch them play West Ham in the

22     FA Cup Final in 1975.

23         "Another big love of my dad's was horses.  His

24     brothers kept them and we were always at the stables

25     under the fly-over near Latimer Road.  We decided to buy

Page 10

1     a horse of our own and my uncle let us use one of his

2     stables.  This took up quite a bit of our time, but we

3     both were still active at the Brunswick Club.

4     I remember at least twice receiving a telephone call

5     from the police that our horse had escaped from the

6     stables and was wandering around the green where the new

7     motorway was being built, and we would have to rush out

8     to rescue him.  After this, we decided to sell him, but

9     my dad, not wanting to disappoint me, purchased a

10     Shetland pony called Lady.  I remember Dad said to me

11     'Just your size, son, for now'.

12         "He had a totters cart made for me with my name on

13     it and, that Easter, he entered me into the horse parade

14     at Regents Park. I cannot begin to tell you how happy

15     I was. My granddad -- my dad's dad -- and I were proud

16     as punch to drive Lady and our cart at the horse parade

17     in 1977.  It was a fantastic and memorable day.  We

18     spent so many happy hours at the stables together.

19         "Around the same time, my dad and mum had a touring

20     caravan.  Most weekends, if nothing was going on at the

21     Brunswick, we would be off to the New Forest, Hastings,

22     or Leysdown on the Isle of Sheppey.  Dad and Mum then

23     bought a chalet in Leysdown, so instead of travelling to

24     the caravan we had our own chalet which we would go to

25     every weekend and holiday.  It was a home-from-home
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1     because a lot of our family and friends had chalets down

2     there too.

3         "One year, some friends invited us to go abroad with

4     them and their family to Gran Canaria.  Oh, wow, what

5     fantastic times we had.  This started a routine of

6     heading to Gran Canaria for two weeks every summer.  We

7     had so many laughs and met loads of people who became

8     our friends.  We travelled about the island, going up to

9     the mountains, to the banana plantations, on camel rides

10     and to the sand dunes.  Another hobby of Dad's was

11     fishing, which he also taught me to do.

12         "Every weekend and when I was on school holidays,

13     there was always something going on that Dad and I would

14     do together.  To me, our life then was perfect.

15         "We were a close-knit family and my uncles, aunts

16     and cousins would visit us all the time and we would go

17     to them.  Every time we were all together it was quality

18     time.  Dad's mum and dad lived in Frinstead House, a

19     tower block opposite Grenfell Tower.  They lived on the

20     13th floor.  We would visit them often and my nan would

21     also come to us on a regular basis, as my mum would do

22     her hair for her.

23         "My mum's brother and his wife lived on the same

24     estate as us.  My uncle Fred, my mum's brother, was a

25     long distance lorry driver and he had a serious
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1     accident.  As soon as my dad heard, he drove to Wales

2     and brought him to hospital in London, safe and sound.

3     He was there for him every step of the way during his

4     recovery and continued to make sure his wife and

5     children were looked after.  For this, he still holds a

6     special place in my cousins' hearts to this day.  For

7     Dad, he was just taking care of family, as he was

8     brought up to do.

9         "My mum and dad divorced, but neither one interfered

10     with the relationships I had with the other and they

11     remained amicable.  Dad went on to marry Cordelia, and

12     the two of them had three sons together, Harry, Alfie

13     and Charlie.

14         "When I was 16, my wife and I had a baby of our own,

15     Kelly.  Yes, we were young, but Dad was now a granddad,

16     and he loved Kelly, as he did all his grandchildren when

17     they were born.  When I lived in Fulham with my wife and

18     kids, Dad used to bring the boys over to see us.

19         "Our lives were not always easy or straightforward.

20     At one point, I discovered that Dad was living in a

21     caravan at the stables.  He hadn't wanted me to find

22     out.  But he went to the council and told them of his

23     predicament and eventually he was given a flat on the

24     22nd floor of Grenfell Tower.

25         "When he moved in, he needed to furnish it from
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1     scratch and his family rallied around and brought him

2     what he needed.  My wife and I bought him his bed.  He

3     loved his flat and he loved that he was still in the

4     same area he had grown up in, which he knew like the

5     back of his hand.  Dad was an active member of the

6     boxing club and his life was getting back on track.  His

7     boys, my half-brothers, loved boxing and Dad was backing

8     them all the way.

9         "In 2009, I moved to Peterborough with my wife and

10     children.  That meant we couldn't see each other as

11     often as we used to, but Dad came to visit with Charlie

12     when he had a boxing match locally and I went down to

13     visit him at his flat, as did my daughter Sky, so that

14     Dad could meet his great-granddaughter when she was

15     born.

16         "For reasons I will never fully know, over time,

17     mine and Dad's relationship changed.  I would see him at

18     family gatherings and, although we would get along and

19     there was never any awkwardness, things felt different.

20     I tried to contact him on numerous occasions but

21     wouldn't hear back.

22         "I always assumed that we would one day work through

23     whatever it was and that it would be how it used to be.

24     I never once thought that we would not get the chance to

25     make it right.
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1         "On that fateful day, in the early hours of the

2     morning, I got a call from my cousin telling me to

3     switch on the news.  When I saw what was happening,

4     I drove from Peterborough to Grenfell Tower.  I went

5     around everywhere, putting my dad's name down as

6     missing.  I was in constant contact with his sisters as

7     I tried to find out what had happened.  He had lived

8     very high up in the building and he had a condition

9     called osteochondroma which could make walking difficult

10     and painful for him.  I know as I have it too.  My heart

11     was sinking, but I prayed that Dad had got out or that

12     he wasn't home that night.  In time, we learnt that Dad

13     had lost his life in the fire.  He died from carbon

14     monoxide poisoning.

15         "Hopefully he is looking down on all his children,

16     his grandchildren and his great-grandchildren, with

17     another one expected this November.  He was a very

18     special person and I would like him to be remembered for

19     who he was when he was alive.  He was always there to

20     help anyone, no matter who you were or where you came

21     from.  When the tower is eventually knocked down,

22     I would like for there to be a memorial garden and a

23     waterfall there, with the names of each and every one

24     who lost their lives, in the heart of West London, where

25     Dad was born, where he lived his life and where he died.
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1         "From an early age, time spent with Dad felt

2     magical.  You never knew what was coming next.  There

3     were constant surprises and spur of the moment

4     activities which, no matter how small, were always fun.

5     I always looked up to him and we had such a special bond

6     because we were always together.  He was not just my

7     dad; we were best mates.  Wherever I was, so was he.

8     Yes, we had our ups and downs, but he will always be my

9     dad.  I know he loved me -- always did and always

10     would -- and equally I know that he knew I loved him.

11     I treasure all my memories from the years we had

12     together.  The fun and the laughter is something that

13     nothing can take away from me.

14         "I love you, Dad.

15         "Rest in eternal peace.

16         "Lee."

17 MR RICHMOND:  The second part of this commemoration is by

18     Cordelia Disson and her family and I am going to ask

19     them now to come to the podium.

20         Morning, Gary.  Can you make sure that this is in

21     front of your face because otherwise no one is going to

22     hear you.

23 MR BROMELOW:  This one here?

24 MR RICHMOND:  Yes, that's the one.

25 MR BROMELOW:  Thank you.
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1 MR RICHMOND:  Before we start, I know of course that you are

2     the solicitor to the family, but perhaps you would like

3     to introduce who else is on stage.

4 MR BROMELOW:  On stage we have Cordelia, who was

5     Tony Disson's wife.  We also have his son Charlie with

6     us this morning, and we have Leanda Anderson here, who

7     is to support Cordelia.

8         Not in the room with us is Alfie Disson -- he

9     follows us from elsewhere in the building -- and also we

10     have Harry Disson, who is following us from elsewhere as

11     well.

12         Good morning, everybody.  I'm here to introduce the

13     film made by the family of Anthony Disson, better known

14     to those who knew him well as Tony Disson.  The film has

15     been made by his family.  You will see and hear from his

16     wife Cordelia and sons Harry, Alfie and Charlie.  They

17     hope this will give everybody an understanding of Tony's

18     life and what he meant to them.

19         Thank you.

20                        (Video played)

21 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Thank you very much.  That was

22     a great, great film and you feel you get to know the man

23     through your tribute.  Thank you very much.

24 MR RICHMOND:  Also, I hope you feel through that film you

25     get a real feel for the community that Grenfell Tower
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1     was.

2         Sir, it's now 11.25.  I wonder if we may have our

3     tea break and perhaps reconvene at 11.45.

4 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes, that will be fine.  We'll break

5     now and come back at 11.45.

6 (11.25 am)

7                       (A short break)

8 (11.45 am)

9 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes.

10 MR RICHMOND:  Thank you, sir.

11         Two things.  You'll notice to your left that we've

12     managed to find somewhere to display the piece of work

13     you received yesterday.

14 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes, thank you very much.  That's

15     very good.

16 MR RICHMOND:  That will remain there for the entirety of

17     these commemorations.

18 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Thank you.

19       COMMEMORATION FOR ZAINAB DEEN AND JEREMIAH DEEN

20 MR RICHMOND:  The next commemorations are to Zainab and

21     Jeremiah Deen from flat 115.  The presentation is going

22     to be made in due course by Mr Mansfield QC.

23 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes.

24 MR RICHMOND:  Can I just say, before we carry on, Mike,

25     would you like to tell us who is with you on the stage?
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1 MR MANSFIELD:  Yes, good morning on behalf of the family.

2     There is Shane and Olivia, who are solicitors

3     representing, and if I can start the other side, here is

4     the father, Zainu and the grandfather.  It was a mother

5     and son who died in this flat.  The mother is sitting

6     here.  Hannah, and then there's Maria here who is with

7     Zainu.  In addition, there's a helper sitting just

8     behind me here, who is a nephew, and he is going to

9     help -- and it is the reason I shall go rather more

10     slowly -- with interpreting or certainly translating

11     some of the words that I use into Krio, a language in

12     Sierra Leone and other parts of Africa.  So that's why

13     you'll hear occasionally a little assistance between the

14     two of them.

15         Having said that, I'll read them in the order in

16     which you've announced them, with Zainab first.

17 MR RICHMOND:  Thank you.

18 MR MANSFIELD:  "We often say the hour of death cannot be

19     forecast.  When we say this, we mean that we do not know

20     when we are going to die and believe this time to be in

21     the very distant future.  We never thought we would be

22     thinking of Zainab Deen as a memory like we are today.

23         "Since her birth in Sierra Leone on 25 May 1985,

24     Zainab spent her childhood years in the country's

25     capital, Freetown, where she obtained both her primary
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1     and her secondary education.  One of her dreams as

2     a child was to travel abroad and become a pop star.  The

3     former she achieved at the young age of 16.  Zainab had

4     it all; she was beautiful, smart, warm, caring and

5     a confident and outgoing young woman.  She had a lively

6     personality and her great sense of humour was enjoyed by

7     all who came across her.

8         "Zainab came from a loving family.  She was the

9     first grandchild of the family, a much-loved mother,

10     daughter, sister, niece, granddaughter, and cousin, and

11     her untimely death has left us heartbroken.

12         "To Zainab: we are so proud to be able to call you

13     our daughter.  We are grateful for the brief time we

14     were able to spend with you and believe that the angels

15     are rejoicing because one of their loved ones has

16     rejoined them.  Until we meet again, beautiful soul,

17     sleep and take your rest.

18         "All my love, Dad."

19         I now turn to Jeremiah Deen.  His photograph is up:

20         "Our beautiful grandson Jeremiah Deen was born on

21     4 December 2014 at the Chelsea and Westminster Hospital

22     in London.  He attended the Clare Garden nursery until

23     14 June 2017, when his sweet life was cut short with

24     that of his mother Zainab by the Grenfell Tower fire.

25         "He was loved by all and was very overprotected by
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1     his mother, who loved him very much.  He was loving,

2     full of life, liked playing football and loved exploring

3     and adventuring.

4         "We cannot dwell on the sadness or keep asking the

5     question why this happened to our family.  Neither will

6     we find a reason why such a handsome and cheerful boy

7     was taken from us at the age of two.

8         "Instead, we will focus on how happy he made us when

9     he was in our lives.  Most of all, we are happy that you

10     are with your mother Zainab, who loved, treasured and

11     adored you.  She will keep you safe now as she protected

12     you in life.  Throughout your short time here on Earth

13     you were so connected with your mother that even death

14     cannot separate you both.

15         "Our hearts break.  We love and miss you, Jeremiah.

16     Sleep, grandson.  Take your rest.

17         "Love, Granddad."

18         Those are the two portraits.

19 MR RICHMOND:  Thank you very much.

20 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Thank you very much indeed.  That

21     was very moving and very important for us to know that

22     and understand all of that.  Thank you.

23 MR RICHMOND:  Sir, there's a change to the order.

24 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes.

25 MR RICHMOND:  For technical reasons, I'll call them, but the
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1     films are still being put in the correct order.  The

2     commemorations for Gary Maunders cannot yet take place

3     and they will be later on today.

4         So the next commemorations are for Ali Yawar Jafari.

5     They weren't quite expecting to be on yet and

6     therefore --

7 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Would they like a bit of time?

8 MR RICHMOND:  Just a very short amount of time to get

9     everybody together.  Thank you very much.

10 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Sure.

11 (12.02 pm)

12                       (A short break)

13 (12.04 pm)

14         COMMEMORATION FOR ALI YAWAR JAFARI

15 MR RICHMOND:  Thank you, sir.  They were in fact already

16     very helpfully in place by the time I finished speaking,

17     so thank you very much.

18         Sir, this is now the commemoration for Ali Yawar

19     Jafari from flat 86.

20         I am going to ask Maria, who sits nearest the

21     supporters, if she would just introduce to us herself

22     and everybody else.

23         Make sure that microphone -- you can move it, no

24     problem -- is where you want it to be.

25 MS JAFARI:  Hi, everyone.  My name is Maria Jafari, and my
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1     mother Fatima Jafari, my sister Nadia Jafari, my brother

2     Hamid Ali Jafari and my solicitor Paul.

3 MR RICHMOND:  You are very quiet, which is not a problem.

4     I'm going to ask Paul, who is behind you, if he would

5     just move the microphone so that it's actually as

6     near -- that is absolutely perfect, thank you.

7         You are going to start, I think, aren't you, by

8     telling us what's going to happen?

9 MS JAFARI:  Yes.

10         We lived in Grenfell Tower since 2003 in flat 86 on

11     the 11th floor.  I want to share some memories of my

12     father, Ali Yawar Jafari, who died on the night of the

13     fire age 82.  I would have liked to show some happy

14     photos and happy videos, but all of these have been lost

15     in the fire.  Many of our memories have been taken, but

16     that night we lost much more, more than I can say now.

17     The pain of the night is still on my mother and our

18     family every day.  We miss my father so much.

19         I want to show you this short video to share with

20     you something of what my father means to our family.  We

21     love him and we miss him so much.

22 MR RICHMOND:  So we are going to play a video now which has

23     been prepared in commemoration of your father.

24 MS JAFARI:  Yes.

25                        (Video played)
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1 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Thank you very much indeed.

2 MR RICHMOND:  Hamid, I think that you would like to say

3     a few words in closing.

4 MR JAFARI:  Yes.

5 MR RICHMOND:  Would you like to move the microphone in front

6     of you.

7 MR JAFARI:  Grenfell Tower, a day of darkness, of fear,

8     hopeless.  A man who not even save his family but knock

9     the neighbour's flats, that with pride we can say,

10     you're a real hero for the entire community.

11         But when it comes to looking at the tower, seeing my

12     father in the fire, remembering, hearing everyone

13     screaming, watching kids dying in the orange flame,

14     whereas I stood crying, running and falling on the

15     street and begging for help.  Sleeping on the Westway

16     Sports Centre for the ten days, seeing my mum crying

17     every second, beating herself, but also seeing her

18     gathering and looking after every one of hers as well as

19     giving hope to each other.

20         At the time of breaking fast or when everyone

21     sleeps, I used to seek and walk around the tower to

22     share my feelings with my father until the sun rises.

23         All day searching but, to be honest, I used to hide,

24     because I had no answer to the question my mum wanted.

25     Until now I try to avoid looking at my mum's eyes, being

Page 24

1     scared that she might ask about my dad, when we three

2     brothers watched my dad.

3         The day when it comes to last, I wanted to hug my

4     dad, smell my dad, feel my dad, hold my dad.  But it

5     wasn't on that condition.  I hope God doesn't show to

6     anyone that day when I saw.

7         The time when all of us left him behind in the

8     cemetery, I said to myself, "Mum, we dress my dad with

9     stone and mud, and I think he's upset from us he's not

10     coming back home anymore."

11         I have never dreamed or thought of going to the

12     heaven, but now I fight every day, every second because

13     I wanted to join my dad, and I pray every day, and even

14     I request my friends to pray for me that I die soon to

15     meet my father.

16         Finally, I'm really sorry, Dad, that I couldn't

17     bring any happiness and smile back on my mother's face

18     and two sisters.

19         Miss you, Dad.

20         And that's it.  Thanks.

21 MR RICHMOND:  I'm sure I speak for everybody when I say,

22     like so many of the commemorations, I'm sure your dad

23     would be very, very proud of you.

24 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes.

25 MR RICHMOND:  Sir, the next commemoration is not only a very
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1     powerful film but will take us beyond 12.45, so can

2     I ask that we break now for lunch and resume at 2.00.

3 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes, certainly.  In that case we'll

4     stop now and we'll sit again at 2 o'clock.

5         Thank you very much indeed, that was a very powerful

6     memorial.  Thank you.

7 (12.25 pm)

8                   (The short adjournment)

9 (2.15 pm)

10 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes, Mr Richmond.

11 MR RICHMOND:  Thank you.  I'm sorry that you've been kept

12     waiting.

13 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  That's quite all right.

14 MR RICHMOND:  There has been a flurry of activity in the

15     video rooms while people have been getting things ready.

16 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes, that's understood.

17 MR RICHMOND:  And we are now ready for the afternoon's

18     commemorations.

19         There are two commemorations with different people

20     present, so some people will be leaving and others

21     coming.  We're not going to ask you to leave during all

22     of those.

23               COMMEMORATION FOR GARY MAUNDERS

24 MR RICHMOND:  The first set of commemorations relate to

25     Gary Maunders --
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1 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes.

2 MR RICHMOND:  -- who was in flat 161 that day.

3         The first commemoration is by Ana Pumar.

4     Mr Mansfield QC is with her and helping her today.  I'm

5     going to ask him first of all, as he did before, if he

6     would very kindly tell us who is on the stage with him.

7 MR MANSFIELD:  Certainly.

8         Good afternoon, everyone.  Sitting behind me -- Ana

9     is beside me -- is Olivia, who was here before, earlier

10     family, and Shane, both from the solicitors.  Then right

11     behind me is a friend supporting Ana called Maggie.

12         Just a word about Ana before I read what she's

13     written about Gary, because it's important to realise

14     that Ana lived many of her years in the walkways close

15     to Grenfell, so she knows Grenfell.  Her mother lives

16     there right now and was there on the night, so this is

17     a very intimate connection that she has, not only with

18     the place but with Gary.

19 MR RICHMOND:  I think there are also some photos which are

20     going to be shown as the statement is being read.

21 MR MANSFIELD:  Yes, thank you.

22         "As the mother of Gary's two youngest children,

23     Aaron aged 15 and Saskia aged 10, Gary has been a part

24     of my life for 27 years, although we were separated for

25     the last nine.
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1         "The early years we spent together were filled with

2     love, affection and laughter.  As a couple we enjoyed

3     many holidays, family occasions and nights out where

4     many happy memories were made.  Gary had a passion for

5     football and was a devoted supporter of Manchester

6     United.

7         "Gary was always the life and soul of everything we

8     did and anywhere he went.  Gary had a lively personality

9     and a great sense of humour which was enjoyed by any

10     company he found himself in.

11         "Gary came from a close and loving family and was a

12     much loved son, father, uncle and brother.  Gary had a

13     particularly close relationship with his cherished mum

14     who has been left heartbroken by his tragic death.

15         "Gary didn't attend university or have a highflying

16     career, but if you could ask him, he would tell you that

17     his greatest achievement was his children.  Gary was

18     without doubt a devoted and loving father, he would give

19     everything he had to ensure his children had everything

20     they needed and more.  Gary was physically and verbally

21     very affectionate and his children were aware of how

22     loved they were by him.  The loss of their father, his

23     love and presence in their life, has been devastating

24     for our children.  They miss their dad more than words

25     can describe and have been left with a huge part of
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1     their lives missing.

2         "Sadly for us, future milestones will be reached

3     without having their father present, and future memories

4     made will not involve their father which is

5     heartbreaking for us.

6         "We all hope that Gary is at peace, but he will live

7     on in our hearts and minds and will never be forgotten."

8 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Thank you very much indeed.  Thank

9     you.

10 MR RICHMOND:  The second part of this commemoration is from

11     Channel and Kenita Spence.

12         Now, you're on stage with Mark from your solicitors.

13     We are going to take this nice and slowly.  Who is going

14     to do the speaking?  We are just going to play the

15     video?  All right.

16         So this is a portrait prepared by both of you

17                        (Video played)

18 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Thank you very much indeed.  That

19     was splendid.

20 MR RICHMOND:  Sir, the last commemoration for today is going

21     to be that of Marjorie and Ernie Vital.  We need to get

22     the room in order for that particular one.

23         Can I say that the structure of this will be that

24     there will be a statement which is going to be read with

25     some members of the family.  There will then be a pause
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1     for a particular reason.

2         One of the warnings that is on the document which

3     was handed out which I repeat is that the video which is

4     about to be shown contains images of Grenfell Tower

5     after the fire and includes footage from inside the

6     tower after the fire had been put out.  The voiceover

7     describes images of how both Marjorie and Ernie were

8     found and there is various footage of fire within the

9     video which some people may find disturbing.

10         So after the first part of the commemoration I'll

11     ask us to pause for a couple of minutes just so anybody

12     who feels they wish to leave can do so.

13         But if I could ask you to rise for two or

14     three minutes.

15 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes, of course.  Thank you very

16     much.

17 (2.45 pm)

18                       (A short break)

19 (2.50 pm)

20       COMMEMORATION FOR MARJORIE VITAL AND ERNIE VITAL

21 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes, Mr Richmond.

22 MR RICHMOND:  Thank you, sir.  We now turn to two

23     commemorations for Marjorie and Ernie Vital.

24 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes.

25 MR RICHMOND:  Can I introduce first of all Nancy Collins,
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1     who is the solicitor to the family.

2         Nancy, before we start, I think we'd all like to

3     know who is the person wearing the absolutely beautiful

4     dress to your other side.

5 MS COLLINS:  Okay, thank you.  So the person in the

6     beautiful dress is Shianne Durand and she is the

7     great-niece to Marjorie Vital and second cousin to

8     Ernie.

9         Sitting beside me in the beautiful hat is

10     Paula Bellot, sister and aunt.

11         Behind me I also have Mac Vital, brother and uncle,

12     and Griffith Vital, brother and uncle.

13         The words that I will read come from Paula on behalf

14     of all of Marjorie's family.

15         "I wish to say a few words about my sister Majorie,

16     who lived on the 19th floor, flat 162 of Grenfell Tower

17     and who died in the fire.

18         "Majorie was born in Soufriere Dominica in 1949.

19     I can't remember her exact date of birth because I have

20     so many brothers and sisters that it gets confusing.

21     She was my parents' fourth child and they had nine

22     children overall.  Majorie was four years older than me.

23         "I have happy memories of our childhood.  My

24     parents, mama and papa, came to live in London when

25     I was aged three.  Majorie was like a mother figure to
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1     me when I was young.  She would comb and braid my hair

2     and she would bathe me.  She was good at sewing and she

3     sewed my school uniform, which was a white shirt and a

4     pink pinafore dress.  I think she also made my

5     grandmother's clothes.  Majorie was a good seamstress.

6         "Majorie was quiet but she was strict and I knew

7     that I had to do what she told me.  She was a good cook.

8     She would cook for the family when my grandmother used

9     to work picking limes.  Majorie had home economic

10     lessons and she would practice what she had learnt.

11     I remember once she cooked us omelettes which she had

12     learnt about in her lesson that day.

13         "When we were children we would go swimming in the

14     water near the dam close to our home.  Once Majorie went

15     with Romain, my papa's niece.  Romain and Majorie were

16     playing a game, kicking the water at each other, we

17     called this game 'tip a hole'.  Both Romain and Majorie

18     went under the water and struggled to breathe.  Someone

19     passing saw them and jumped in to help first Romain and

20     then Majorie.  Majorie had to be resuscitated.  People

21     were saying that it was no good and that she had died,

22     but the person who had rescued her continued to try to

23     resuscitate her.  My grandmother heard that Majorie had

24     drowned and she fought through the crowd to get to

25     Majorie, praying for a miracle.  Suddenly Majorie
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1     coughed and started to breathe.  She had to stay in

2     hospital for a few days after this.

3         "Majorie left school when she was aged around 16.

4     She had her first son when she was 15 and I think she

5     came to live in London when she was aged 16.  When she

6     travelled to London she was pregnant with her second

7     son.  Majorie lived with mama and papa in London in

8     their house in North Kensington until she moved to

9     Grenfell Tower, where she lived for the rest of her

10     life.  She liked living in the tower.  She was very

11     proud of her home, which was always neat and tidy.  Mama

12     and papa used to tease her and call it 'Majorie's

13     Tower'.

14         Majorie worked in a factory making handbags until

15     she was made redundant.  Majorie was close to her

16     children and she would have done anything for them.

17         "I came to London in 1973 and I used to visit

18     Majorie at lot.  I used to go every other weekend with

19     my daughter Meldora.  I remember Meldora saying that

20     Majorie was the best looking of all my sisters.  Majorie

21     was slim with beautiful hair.  She had the Vital family

22     smile, where one side of her mouth would go up.

23         "Sadly in the last few years before Majorie died, we

24     lost touch with her.  I think that she was not well.

25     I went to see Majorie with my daughter, Meldora, but
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1     Majorie would not let us in.  I tried to see her a few

2     more times, but I wasn't able to do so.

3         "I am so saddened by Majorie's death and I miss her.

4     I always thought we would have time to become close

5     again in the future and to spend more time together."

6 MR RICHMOND:  Thank you very much.

7         Sir, that completes that statement.  Thank you very

8     much.

9 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes, thank you very much.  Very

10     good.

11 MR RICHMOND:  I should also mention that Marjorie's niece

12     Meldora is with us today.  She was on stage but had to

13     look after somebody who had to be elsewhere halfway

14     through.

15         So I'm now about to introduce the second part of

16     this commemoration and I wonder, therefore, if anybody

17     who feels they would like to leave would do so now.

18         (Pause)

19         So I'm told very helpfully that there are some

20     people who may just have joined us and so I'm going to

21     repeat what I said.

22 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Please do.

23 MR RICHMOND:  This is one of the videos that we have

24     earmarked as containing a number of images which people

25     may find particularly distressing, footage from inside
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1     the tower, a voiceover describing how the bodies were

2     found, fire images and also images of ashes being

3     scattered.

4         Therefore, anybody who may find that overwhelming

5     has the opportunity now to leave.

6 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes, thank you.

7         (Pause)

8 MR RICHMOND:  Sir, I have the particular honour to be

9     presenting this part of the commemoration.  This piece

10     of work, which is a skilled and powerful statement, is

11     by the surviving son of Marjorie.  He doesn't wish to be

12     present, he doesn't wish to speak or in any other way to

13     be seen contributing, the reason being that the piece of

14     work that he has prepared comes from his heart and says

15     everything that he wishes to say.

16         Can I invite, therefore, everybody to watch this

17     piece of work.

18 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes, thank you very much.

19                        (Video played)

20 MR RICHMOND:  Sir, that concludes today's commemorations.

21         Can I remind everyone, of course, there's tea and

22     coffee upstairs, counsellors if anyone needs it.

23     I think there's going to be a couple of minutes

24     afterwards for people who would like to have I think

25     what's called a breathe-down, which is going to be run
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1     by one of the counsellors, and we will meet tomorrow at

2     10 o'clock.

3         You know, of course, sir, because I told you

4     earlier, that the commemoration from Nabil Choucair is

5     going to be heard on another day and I'll explain in

6     more detail why I hope tomorrow.

7 SIR MARTIN MOORE-BICK:  Yes.

8         Well, thank you very much.  A very powerful note on

9     which to end the day.  We'll finish now and be back here

10     at 10 o'clock tomorrow to resume.

11         Thank you all very much.

12 (3.10 pm)

13            (The commemoration hearing adjourned

14         Until Thursday, 24 May 2018 at 10.00 am)

15
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